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Sensational Detective-Thriller of Adventure at Horne and Abroad----
.. 

CH APTER 1. 

Sixty M illiens at Stake. 
r~&c·rt•:l.iSO~- I~J~E l1arl l'Pf"f'i\"0.d a ,var11i11g 

...l ~-.'f note from the J'o1·l'ign Office that an 
· -. exaltf'{l 11erso11ag·e \Yo11l<l l)c calJing to 

co11s11lt l1i1,1 011 a \'(\rv· secret. matter, - . 
; L•: -.·. <)u1rl he drc.---s(\<l in n [a11cv costun1e, ns 
:i- h" ,vere g·<,ing- l() a fa11<·y <·li ♦P~s ball~ ir1 

· iL.\1• to t11t-O\.Y any· t(JO in(1,1i1..:iti,·e ,,·atcl1er 
. ll tJ 1 t~ seen t·. 

(:4)~~·":eq11eHt1., ..... \Yh0n tl1P (1<>0r-be1l rn11g. 
~-, !·t~i:·1· ,Y,.1·, t1dt. <>l th(\ ,·onstt11ing·-room a11d 
, 

1
·, •,'I.,, t L,~ c::.1 it it:--- ;on.~· 1 )PJ<J1·e the l1011sekee1Je1· 

;'d ~ '.i ;i\ ,~ lun J:,)ad ,·,Jtdd n1ake 11JJ her 111ind 
-. ~ •, t [ i ,. ·.- ~ I 1 e } 1 a , I he a t c I t. l 1 e r i 11 g· or 11<) t. 

I l•._\ ~•~-~-e11c·d tl1e cl<HJl' a11d ihe lig·l1t fro111 the 
!:.a'•i f<~1 on a tall 111an, al1110:~L ei1tirc1y 
r •) \ C r\:,_I hy the 1011 g· ()\"et·coa t. lie \YOl'P. Jln t 
•· , 1 r b. l ·· l 1 il '-: C, ( \ t ti - ~ r I a\" e ! l . a Ce \\"a~ 0 \' l O l1 S J 111 G ( C 

------

111J •• ,\·ith J)aint a11<l JJO\Y<1Pr, nnfl l1i8 ht1ad 
, Ya s a do r 1 1 e cl ''" i t l 1 a 1 Jc r f e<: t 1 )~ f i t t i u g ~ i l " .__. r -

• g·rc~~ ,,·1g. 
Belo,Y the o,-e1,coat XiJJ}ler ,·a11g·ht a ~:~:1;111p~e 

,)f }lalest l,l11e st-oel~i11gs, an<I 1l1e ,i~itc)i-'s 
~l10e~ ,,·el·t\ nH)re st1itable for a ,Y,>rnan tli~t n 
a n1an. 

. . ~ l l' • J _. (' e a t 11 {) 111 e : n 1 ] 1 C \ j :-,. i i I ) i' a ~ k (-' 1 i I I 
a \ c l' j- )) 1 ca ~ ~ ·11 1 t , c1 l mo.:.. t a 111 u ~ e d Y •) i <-e . .. · · ~ I r . 
~-1 (111e~-I 1 hi nk l1e expects n1~." 

· · '\ .. c s , ~ i ,. _ ' ' Xi p 1) er 1 1 ~ 11 c rec 1 i h ('II , ! :-- 1 1 ~ ) r 
i,1~icie n11cl ]Ptl l1i111 ll}JStai1·s to 1 .. c•(•'s i-r1n!11 

\ \ · i t l 1 t l 1 e a i r r, f u 11 o It l fa n 1 i l ~v r c · t a j n c, i' . 

l~nt ,,hr·11 }1c l1n·;J ~l10,Y11 l1i"' Yi~it<')l' i11~itt,·. 
X j 1) r> (1 l' ( ~ 1 ~ () r (' n 1 ~ \ i Il e d . ] J e ~- cJ r h r } ·e' l t )' () r !l 

1 h e s 1 i ~ l 1 t :-- i .!.!" ! 1 I ... 0 c.· ~-a Ye h in 1 1 ! 1 J t. t h c d ~ , t <-c · ..._, 

1 iYr dc~irc·d l1in1 t,, ~tay·. 
..:'\ 5 1 l 1 e \" i ... i t o ~ · r c• , n o ,· e<..l l 1 ~ ~ J o o ~ ( 1 y t i 1 ~ i ~ 1 ~r 

f\Oat ~ipr,er 11.ad 1}1t-:! fee]in_~- t1i[lt :1 r•(!f•l':il·r 
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-Starring Nelson Lee, Detective, And His Assistant, Nipper! 
. 

• 

Mystery surrounds the disappearance of the King of Dalmania, 
r;,'#=· who holds the secret of the whereabouts of a fabulous 

treasure. That he has been seized bJ ruthless fortune-hunters is discovered 
by Nelson Lee, the famous detective, who, in a courageous effort to avert 

disaster to the Jcingdom of Dalmania, faces countless perils ! 

fron1 tl10 Fronch cottrts of tl1e eig11teer1tl1 ce11-
t u rv· l1ad come i11to the roo1n. 

He ,vns dressed just as O11e ~ees tl1P ('Ot1rtier 
ir1 r,ict.ures c)f tl1at periocl. Pal(_•~t l-.lt1c silk, 
k11c·e breecl1es.. a11d a ,vo11derful coat, co111~ 

i~;,1ecl ,,·itl1 l1is perfect 1nali:e-111-, tfJ 1nake a 
vcr,y l)leasi11g and ev·en an irn1•1essivo picture. 

,: Ho,v <lo YOLt do, 1\11·. J .. ee? •~ ~tr Jo11es 
--1 :,u ~l1cd qttiet l v. '' I ex1\c·ct ~.-ud l~uo;v ''" 110 

~ ~ ' 
l [.l lil ? '' 

llc turnecl as lie cau.~!tt ~i~li~ of Ki1)per 
still i11 tl10 rornn, t.l1e11 l«)okeJ at, I ~ce again. 

,: I ,vnnt, of cottrsc, to sec· :,·o:, ~~one, n l1e 
. l . l 

.~:\ l( 1n0nn111g 1y·. 

"Tlint ,vill 1.>c quite all ri~1!t., l\lr. Jo11f\~,'' 
l d ' ' rl,l . . -- : t N' . . ce a11s,verc . 11s 1s n1y a:,~~1:-- ~tilt, t})f)er. 
J-1 o is a du pl irate of 111y SP l f, as it \\·ere. ...1\n:-.~ -
tiling- l·ou say to 111c is c-q11all_\· f;_tfe in l1i~; 
1 ~ c- c- J) in g. It is 11 et t e r ::; o . I ' rn $ u r C' ~T ,J !_ l , ,. i 1l 
[t!)p1·eciate tl1e 11oint, sir.'' 

' · Q u it e ! ' · Th c 111 :\ l i: c -}:, c: l t ~ y ~- c i ; l 1 t c- t: ~ 1 t 11 .. 

ce11tur~.,. Ilot1rbon prinC'e s111iled ar1cl turriecl to 
Nipper. ,. 1~1eased to 1neet you, Ni1,1)er. '' 

N i1)per's 111er11ory ,, .. as a JJretty goocl 011e, 
~nd just for a 1110111.ent or t\\'"O lie f~lt irrit.~tt~l 
tlia t l-.e con 1 d not l)I ace tliei r v i~i tor. 1.~11_e11 
it. fla~l1e<l into }d~ r11ir1rl ,, .. 11~" lie k11c,,,. l11rn 
so \Yell. 

'· JJol'll l(c·.~ton, 8erretary of Slat.o fut· 
Ft1rc.-ig11 Affairs!., Ni1)11ei· repealc·cl it to l1in, 4 

felf ,,~itl1 a feeli11~ of J)ri<le tliat l1e l1all clis­
coverecl t.l1c 1nar1 's icle11 t it~.r-. 

Lord I~ e ~ lo n , or " i\ 1 t". .Jo 11 r-~, " a 3 I-1 e J) re· 
fcrrecl to t,c l,HO\Y!l for tl1c ti111e, l1a(l t[lkcci 
t.1le c:l1air Leo }1acl brot1gl1t for,Yarcl for l111u. 
Tito r1 u ecr lit t.lo . s~ilc of a ln t1sen1er1 t ~ti l1 
flickcrecl ~l)out 111s lips a:i l1e L(\ga11 to ~peak. 

" Y t)lt • v e J)rol)a lal~,r recognised n1e, l\J r. 
J Jee, cle3pite tl1e cb~rrning con1plexio11 t}1('y 
l1av~ put. tir•o11 rnr, and tl1ese cciu~dly ,\·011· 
(1 rou.s c lotl1 (.'S I \\'C 1.lf :· ·, 

'· I 11:lYC.\ ~lr._ ~Joc.c•:.:," IJc·C' ~~~id \'f1 it~• a 3n1i~c. 



THE l\tELSON LEE LIDRAllY 

., Qt1ite. "- ~Ir. J 011es \\'as slill an111sed. "I at the fi1·st 1~u111our of tro11ble. The. p1~ese11t 
dor1't tl1i11lr I ~l1ou1rl -ever n1ake a. detective. leader of tl1e Govcr11rnent l1as apparently 
I n1ca11-l'111 really tli~gui~cc.i t,Yico ovei· at joi11e<l tl10 revolutio11aries, and is acting a~ 
tl10 mo111e11t, if )·ott follo,v n1e? l\1y ,,.cry te1111Jorary ruler of the cou11try." -
excelicnt •Secretary· "-as goi11g to appear at 
a certa i11 f ur1ctio11 i11 tl1is particu]a r costu1110 Botl1 these cuttings ,vere nearly a fortnight 
as a Bo11rbo11 prince. There are at least old. I .. ee remembered readi11g tJ1em well, 
t\\·e.11ty other people going to tl1e same bril-- but ~i11ce the11 there had been little or 
lia11t fu11ction i11 the sa1ne brillia11t disgui8e, 11ot1hing in the papers regarding Dalmania. 
,vl1ilc I a1n st1p1)osed to be co11fined to tl1e \\1 l1etl1er there had been a revolt1tion 01 

-~ house witl1 a cl1ill. So I really am quite not, or \\,.hether King Denis still l'uled, wru 
l1opeful that my v'isit l1ere '\\,.on't be in all still a subject of doubt. 
the newspapers to-n1orrow. '' '' I have seen those, of cour.se, '' Lee said 

'' You ha~·e reaso11 to belie,,e that others as he handed back the cuttings. '' What i: 
would find it of i11t.erest. ?'' Lee suggested. · the trt1th of the situation no"·?,, 

.. I am incli11ed to that opinion,~, llr. Jones Mr. Jones looked fixedly at Lee for eom€ 
nn~werec1. '' I ,,·a11t ~rou, if possible, to under- few moments before replying. 
take a case ,~·hicl1 has already engaged ~he '' You will regard it as almost incredible, 
ur~ent att<:nt1011 ~f our o~n secret serv10e. l\lr. Lee,,, he said slow]y. '' But so far as 
But you ,vill take 1t up :entirely on_ yottr own actual facts go I can tell you ,,.ery little 
a~unt. I ttndersta11d that Scot~&?~ Yard mo1·e tha11 is ~ntained in these fortnight-old 
,v1l~ al~-~ys afford 1Tot1 . an~ fac1l~t1es ,,~you 11e"'·spapers.'' 
desire \\"1thottt any special 111struct1on? ~ He paused for a moment careft111y 1'eplac• 

'' Tl1at is so,'' I~e assurt« him. ino- tl1e ne,vspaper cuttings 
1

in his pocket and 
''. 9?0d !" A.fr. JC?11cs nodded. '' ,!s.ny other· taking out a small envelope, which he played 

r~c1l1t1es 7ou requ11·e, llr. Le~ l\·~l also. be with as lie began to speak again. 
gi:,·en. \ emey Dean, of.,. the .1m~ign Office, '' Thern is no doubt that King Denis has 
1\·111 attend to that. ~ oq_ ha""e doubtless d·sapp ·ed ,, he went on "\Ve can accept 
see11 tl1cse?" 1 ear , • • _ • 

He took from an ttnnoticcd pocket i11 his th8t as a fact. In my o,,~ . mind there 18 

~ilkcn coat t,vo ne,vspnper cut.tino-s alld passed no shado,v of do~bt that l1e 1s not the sort 
.. h t tll d t t· e O of. n1a11 to 1·un into danger-or away from 
-.. eni O e e cc iv • d nge for that m tter 

Oue was headed: a .. S~ndly, there a haa
0 

realJY been nothing 
'i RE\TOLUTION I~ DALll .. ~~~ • .i\ I in the ,vay of a revolt1tion in the co1tnt11Y. 

TI ~1u1oured Anti-Royalist ... .\ttack on the But they ha,,,e apparently deposed tl1e king, 
Palace. a11d son1e sort of tempor-c1ry _ government is 

I{ing Dc11is F"'lees f ron1 Castalan. '' <"arr:yi11g 011 qt1ite normally. Their attitl1de 
~ _ · ~ to tl1is cot1n try, however, is ttnmistakably 

_In tlic_ C~}~tie of t?e colun111 '' ~~ a. P110!0 • hostile, so far as I can gather. That opinion, 
~1~pl1 of ~1ng ~e111s of Dal1na111~, a s~r1k- let me say, is largely guess-\York. 
)JJgly _ I1n11d~ome ~•oung man of t\,enty-etght "Next, it is particularly importnnt to us 
or thirty ~ears ~f , a?e· _ , . . that King Denis should 1·emain the ruler of 
, Tl1e 11e\,~, ll?\\ e, e1, ,, as not 'e1y defi111te. Dalmania. A marriage alliance bet,veen l1im 

lelegra~s received _by roundabout methods and a certain well-known British lady was 
~(~~·c ~1fferent s~r1es. ~here had been a sllortly to be arranged. . · 
1 c ~ olut10~1, one ~e:,sage said. A11otl1?r ~ta~ed ,, There is atlother and more important 
tl1,1t the1e .. l1ad s1n1ply bee11 a _de1110,1st1at1on Ill tt r ho\\rever. As you knou,.. Britain 
au~ the kmg had promptly abdicated and fled fit~an:ed Dalmania throughout the• whole of 
fo, s~fety. . ,.,. . . the war. The king himself assured us that 

The second cutt1110 ,, as headed. rice tl1c . i·eturned to their o,vn cot1ntry the 
'' D 1 . ' r ... • s·1 ° l' a ma111a s ~tra11ge • 1 ence. questi011 of repnJ·ment ,vot1ld be a simple 

., .. ~l,ar1ning a11d . ro11tradictory rumot1rs one. 
co11t1nue to be 1·ece1Yed from Cast.ala11, the '' In comnlon ,vith one or t\VO other coun­
capital of Da1111a11ia, '' tl1e ne,vspaper sta~ed. tries, Dalmania J1ad for many ~·ears accumu• 
'' .. .\t the n1ome11t, l10,ve,'"er, all commt1111ca- ]ated a secret i·eserve a hidden ' ,var chest • 
tio11 ,vith tl1c cou11try ap1Jears t.o be cut off. if you like for j11st 'such an emerrrency ;s 

'' No messnges l1a~·~ bee11 r~cei,·~d for t,\"O the Jast ,v;r. 0 

dal'S. The Dalman1a s Legation 1n Londo11 '' Tl1e •ictt1al location of that. ,var chest was 
are ~011_fident tl1at nothing in the natt1re of a known ~l\Ya:ys to t,vo men only-tl1e ruling 
rcv0Jut1on ~1as taken pla~e, and lau_gh at king a11d his chief adviser, ,,iho, as you 
the suggcst1or1 that the king l1as abdicated. doubtless know, is a permanent official a11d 

•• There is 110 more pop11lar figure in the not elected. Whe1l he retires l1is successor 
country tha11 tl1c soldier king of the Dal- becomes the bearer of tl1e secret.'' 
1l1an ia11s. The ro111a11 tic story of his life ,vi th '' I ha vc heard son1ething of that,'' Lee 
l}is nrn1y duri11g the great retreat of the s~id, as tl1e l\linister -paused. ''You kno,v 
Dalmanians is well k110,vn, and forms 011e that this reserve actually existed? In what 
of the most thrilling histories of personal form?'' 
courage the great ,var afforded. ,u It ,vas pt1rely a gold reser,·e, '' lfr. Jones 

•· Yet, on other reliable informntio11, it nns,vered. ,. TI1e amottnt is estimated at 
&ppea1·s tl1at King Deuis fled from his capital son1c,,·here bet,veen sixty and seventy mil-
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Iio11s c,f mo11ey, mnde of Dal111anian, Rt1ssia11 
a11d British gold s1Jccie and gold ingots. The 
.t:reater portion of that rightfttll.y· belongs to 
Hritai11 now lu 

'' It ,,·as a1Tanged, '' Lord l(esto11 continued. 
"Qtiite recently, for ti.a shipment of a cer• 

· tai11 proportio11 of this g,Jld to Britain. 
Obviously. it vr1as a task whicl1 required a 
great amount of secl'·ecy, a11d elaborate prc-­
{·r~ u tions ,vere to be talcen so that the aotltal 
hecret of Dalmania's l1idden treasure-hot1s·e 
&ho11ld r ... ot pass from the two men \\'ho held 
it--K1ng Denis, and his ad\""iser. in chief, ,-.110 
is his uncle, Prince Peter!." 

.,r And Prince Peter of Dalmnnia died tl1ree 
1r,·eeks ago-or less tl1an tl1at !" l,ce ·remem­
bered tl1e fact swiftly. 

''\\-Te. serat do\vn to Terns,,·ood· at once ot 
cou rs~.'' Lord Kesto11 said. '' Tl1e :na n 
t.hought tl1at the note mt1st l1ave been put 
tl11·01.1gh tl1e ,vindow of the car on the lcf t­
~tand. side ,vhile the otl1er three \\rere inqt1i r• 
1ng into· tl1e cattse of t.l1e breakdo,vn. 

'' There iA one other little point Lamb 
noticed, and that \Vas t.l1e nt1mber of t.he car. 
It happens to be ,·cry easily remembered-
11t1mber AZ 100." 

'' You l1a \"e traeed ll1c car?'' Lee askecl 
quickl~·. 

Lortl Kest.on en1iled in l1is sadly l1umorou, 
way. _ 

'' It l1a.ppens to be tl1e n1imher of my o,,,n 
officia 1 car,'' 11 e said q uietllr. '' Tl1ey must 
have had a false number-plate, for my car, 
AZ 100 \fas i11 the garage tho \\Thole of 

R. JONES 11odded. iioraday ." 
'' There is a good deal of mystery 1-lis eyes opened a Ii tt.le \\,.idcr ,- ns he looked 

snrrottnding his deatl1. It came so qtie~ticningl:v at Lee. But the detective 
llli(:xpectedly tl1at tl1ere \Vll.3 no mention of n1ade· 110 comment. He simplv Pltt anotl1cl' 
a sttrcessor being appointed. Aln1ost ir1ln1c- question regarding La1nl1. .. 
diate1y afterwards the ki11g l1imself clisnp- For some ti1ne they discussed it, ,,·hil~ 
peared. -_- · . Nipper, sitting· some distance a,,,.a~r, notecl 

'' The col1ntry stil 1 goes on, l)tt t n1Jpa1--ent.I.}: e, .. er.v ,, .. ord. 
t.l1erc is the strictest censorsliip of all r1e\,·s '' That i~ eve1·y detail. I t.J1ink, l\Ir. Lee," 
to and from the capita}. At ·tho ~ncl of a Lord I(cston sa.id, at last. ''I hnl"O hela 
fortr1ight even we, Yt'itl1 n 11 ot1r resources, nc•thi11g hack from J"Ott, and frankly confess 
l:::11.0l\' practically notl1i1lg. Tlierc i3 011e tiny tl1R t I l1a \"C no tl1eories, even. I don't know 
c:~ uc-but whetl1er any reliance ca11 be placc(l ,vl1rtl1er I belie,--o t.l1at l(ing Denis is in 
upon it, I am very doubtful." EI!gland or 11ot. Bttt for a good manv 

He unfolded tl1e en,'"elopc \,·l1ich l1e l1ad reasor1~ it is l1igl1ly i1nportant to me and to 
bt!(--n holding, and took ot1t a scrap of soiled thi.5 cot1ntry-l ,,wottld e\·cn say to Europc--­
r,apnr. This lie hancled o\--er to Lee ,vitl1 tl1e tltat tl1is mJ·stery· sl1ot1ld be sol\·ed l\·ithin n 
grentest care. ,~cr.Y short time.'' .. 

''Held prisoner-believe E11glancl-l1aye no He rose and took 11p l1is coal. Lee also 
-l~nrJ\\~)pdge. · Peter deacl. Keepi11g secret.-- jump~d to his feet, and l1elped him to put 
D D "' 011 his coat. -

1'".NIS ALMAIN.· ''Good-bye. ~Ir. J.,ce,'' Lord Keston held 
011 the other side of the r,a1ler ,vas \\·ritten oat his ha11d. '' I am afraid it is a very 

j n the same hand and ,,,ith the sa1ne blunt ,·ag'tto and doubtfttl liind <>f problem which I 
lc·:td.-Lo1in KESTON, London, Eng. . -ha,,c pttt before yoti. Bttt Verney Deane 

''How.did tl1is reach ~~ott ?'' Lee asked, but assures me that yott. are our best l1ope. \\'e 
·llici not hand the paper back. havo a , .. ngue feeling tl1at e,,.erything is 

Lord Keston shrugged l1is sl1011lders. ,vatched. That is ,,,hy I have endea,,.oured 
'' More by luck than anything el.so,'' he not to l1andicap yott in tl1e beginning.'' 

~11z,1lered. ,,-A car had a temporary break- Nelson Lee accompanied him to the hall 
do\Yn in a certain St11·rey lane jt1st outeide door, bt1t said ,·erJ? little bQJ·o11d the fact 
~ fnrm "'orker's cottage. Tl1e n1an l1imself that l1c ,votild make st1ch i11q11irics as lte 
strolled down his gardc11, but there ,vas ap- co11ld. 
parc~ntly no serious trot1ble. '' l\1y~ car sl1011ld be at the door now,'' 

:, There were three people in the car, anrl Lord Ke.gton said. '' I did not keep it wait­
t1tcy got ottt for a time. After they l1ad got it1g. And, needless to say, it is not AZ 100 ! " 
~• \\·ay again, tho !llan ~oticed a ~lip of par,er He lau-gl1ed as Lee opened tl1e door and 
1:.1 the road and picked 1t ttp. This ,~as 1t. looke<l out. A car had just dra~·n 11p, and 

Nelson Lee asked t\vo or three q11estions l1e told Lord Keston. 
n t•ottt this i11cident, and to all of tl1cm Lord A moment lat.er t.l1e l"isitor had c1·osscd' 
I~~to11 cot11d give no definite replies. 'fhe the pa, .. ement nnd stepped inside tl10 car. 
ft1!lest possible inqt1irs· l1a.J. alreacly b{IC!l It mo,,.c off almost immediately, and Nelso11 
rnndP.. Lee l'ett1rned slO\\'"lJ9 to lais roon1. 

The man ,,·as dot1btful al)otit the pJpcr and ''By Jove, guv,11orl'' Nipper greet.eel l1irn 
,vn? tempted to ' destro~' it. On second \\pith a certain amount of excitement. '' This 
thrtLt~ht~ ho d~ided t.~a~ no l1ar111 could co~e is t-h~ sort of case. t.l1nt's !O~tl1 ta~ting 11p. 
to him rf he slipped 1t into nn envelope ,v1th Hov; 1n11cl1 moneJ· 1~ there 1n 1t? Sixty mil• 
a slip of paper on ,vhich ,Yas ,vritte11: lio11e? 'l,l1ere's n big 1nan bel1ind it. "'Tho 
';Fcund by F. Lamb ottt.side l1is house on d·'l :ro11 reclcon it is?'' 
tionday evening ~ast. F. IJan1b, Honey- Nelson Lee ,vas already trying to deduce 
snclcle CottakeJ M1ssledon Lane, Terns,vood, ccrtab.1 theories from ,vhat his late visitor 
Surrey.'' l1ad $aid1 but lie l1a(J scarcely reacl1ed tl1e 
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~tnge ,~il1cre lie ,vas prepared to sttggest the 
11a111€ of tl1c perso11 bel1ind it. 

!11 certain ty1Jes of crime it is often possible 
t_o identify a partict1lar job as being the 
harldi,\·ork of a certai11 ex11ert. The trot1bJe 
i11 sncl1 a case is to collect the proofs and 
to find tl1e man. 

Bttt the n1ystery ,,·11ich had led an im-­
nort.ant l\f i11ister to ,·isit Nelso11 Lee in his 
o,v11 roon1s t-0-11igl1t ,vo11ld scarcely come 
ui-1dcr the heading of '' a job '' ! 

'• I don't thir1l, a11y of otir old f fiends are 
organising 1~evolutio11s, Nipper 1'' Lee 
laughed. '' The co11trol of a c~ountry and its 
~ecr~t treasury is rather outside the sphe1·e 
of ot, r criminal acquaintances.'' 

'' \Vhat abo11t ~Iark Lehman?'' Nipper 
sni<I, a11d tl1ere ,,·as a l1int of disappointment 
i11 hi& voice, a-s thougl1 -he expected the 
guv'nor to ha\-e decided <?n that already. 
•· Tht-tt ,vas the sort of thing he managed 
)rct!:)· '\\·ell i11 So';Ith A1netica. Then he tri_ed 
to pir1cl1 Innisgra1l Island, up off t.Qe Scottish 
Coa~t. \\~e beat hin1 there, a11d he got clea11 
a,vay ,vitl1 his partner, old pr. ~Ielzer-or 
J\Iel~er's body, becattse tl1at bird fell off the 
to,> of tl1e cliff. Any,vaJ~, they got ~vay, 
a11cl ,ve've never heard a l1int of tl1em since. 
I thc,ught this job sounded like ~lark LeJ1man 
a11(l !1is crov.-d right a,Yay. Kid11apping a 
ki11g, fixing 11p a11 i111itatio11 1·evollttion, and 
n b~g prize at tl1e end of it-it ,vould appeal 
to l1im!'' 

Jt1st for a cl1a11ge Nipper hacl the pleasttre 
of feeling that he l1ad surprised the guv'nor. 
L<.!e looked at the you11gster ,,,ith a rare 
to11ch of amazement i11 his eyes. 

'' Perl1a11s you're right, Nipper,,, he said. 
''It's just t.he huge type of scheme that 
J ... cl>man, and Lehn1an alone, "·ould dare to 
tacl,le. ,v e'll start on the b11siness the first 
thi:1g in the morni11g, l·ot1ng 'un. We'll have 
to go do,vn and see this chap, Lamb, w110 
fot111d the note. That's the beginning of our 
trail.'' 

H<~ ]ool{ed at the address again. 
'' Honeyst1ckle Cottage, Misslcdon Lane, 

Missledo11. Wasn't it at Little Missledon ,ve 
first picked t1p Dr. l\Ielzer's trail, Nipper?'' 

'' llissledon Hall, Little Missledon. 
gttv'nor," Nipper said. 

Nelson Lee nodded and stared again at tl1e 
pnper. 

,. It is highly probable tl1at 1t is nothing 
more than pt1re coincidence,'' he eaid slowly. 
'' \Ve mttstn't rush ahead too rapid)y, or jt1mp 
to l1ast.y co11clt1s1ons, Nipper. Still, if we're 
a11vv.'hero in that neigl1bourl1ood to-morro,v 
,ve'll make a fe,v discreet inquiries about 
l'.I isslcdon Hall.'' 

CHAPTER 2. 
Into the Trap I 

S O:\IE\VI-IERE to,vnrds noon on the fol­
lo,1ling m•Jr11i11g a cottple of pede!­
tria11s, e·vidently on a cottntry holiday, 

· strolled do,vn ?\Iissledon Lane at 
Tcrns\\'ood. 

Nelson Lee and Nipper had motored from 
to,\''I~, but had Jcft their car some 1"1'ay back. 
It ,vottld scarcely be correct to say they \\·ere 
disguised, but i11 l1is present coi1ntry attire, 
and ,, .. earing a pair of s11n-glasse~, even · Lee'3 
friend:; would probably have passed him witl1 .. 
out recognitio11. 

As they approached lloneysltckle Cottage a 
man in his sl1irtsleevcs could be seen busy 
witl1 the hoe. 

'' Wonder if this is our man?', Lee said 
quietly to Nipper. '' Better l1andle him care• 
fully at first.,, . 

They 11eed 11ot have ,vorried, however. 
Tl1e man adtnitted on the first inquiry that 
his name was F. Lamb, and gt1essed almost 
imme~iately that the. t,vo wanted to talk 
abon.t the note he l1ad posted to Lord Keston. 

There ,\·as really no need at all for skilful 
han~ling. The man seemed to be a very 
sc11s1ble country ,, .. orker, who, if a bit slower 
than the a·vcrage to,vnsman in speech, was 
not a ,, .. hit bel1ind him in intelligence. 

He thre,v a\\·ay his cigarette as he ~ame 
to the end of the garden in ans,\·er to Lee's 
call. 

In ten mint1tes, howe,"er, the man had 
told the detective exactly ,\1hat had occurred 
over th_e note. It was, in every detail, t-l1e 
same story as Lord Kcston hnd told Nelson 
Lee 1nst 11ight. 

"A11d you didn't notice any of the three 
men at all, I 11nderstand ?'' Lee asked. '' You 
wot1ld11't be able to recognise any of them 
if ~,ou saw them again?'' · 

' \Veil, sir·--'' The man hesitated and 
began to play ne1~ously with h~s hoe. ,. I 
mean-I dor11t want to get myself into no 
trouble. I told the other gentleman as came 
do"·n to see n1e that I didn't real]y see any 
of the men. In a manner of speaking, that 
,vas tnte, sir, but-well, something's hap­
pened si11ce, a11d-and--'' 

Lamb ,,~as evidently nervous and upset, and 
it v."as then that Nelson Lee began the reaJ 
ge11tJe handli11g bt1siness. . 

It came out gradually, and it '\\·as quite 
u11dersta11dable. The man had seen some­
thing of the men, but ,vas afraid of his 
own po\\·ers to describe them, ·especially as 
at the tin1e l1e had not paid an:y· particular 
heed to them. 

Yesterday I howe,·er, he hnd actually seen 
011e of tl1e men again. He had even found 
out that he was living in the neigl1bourhood, 
a11d ,,'tas a doctor. But he was a ne"ycomer 
to these _ parts. 

'' Ah, I see!'' Lee nodded. 1
' And what 

kind of a man is he, this doctor? _ I mean, 
is he sho1't or tall, young or elderly?'' 

.. Short sort of chap,'' Lamb answered. 
'' I had a good look at him yesterday when 
I sa,v him. I'm quite sure it waA the same 
ma11, only "·hen the other gentlemen came 
to see me-I mean, I'd have told them, sir, 
only they sort of made me feel nervous, and 
I d•dn't like to get mixed tip in no rows.'' 

'' Oh, I quite understand!'' Lee said, 
a11xious to assure Lamb that, after all, there 
was really nothing for him to be ·nervous 
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a bout. ,c A short sort of cl1ap, ~rOll saJ"? Any 
i[lea of his age 1 '' 

'' He was stoutish, too,'' Lamb '"rent on, 
·'' and I'd say hc,d be o, .. er fifty. (}ot a f11nny 
sort of face, he has-looks as· if he's jt1st 
~oing to sleep, but is trying to lceep J1is eJ .. es 
OJ)en, if you understand my meaning, sir?'' 

"I think I kno,v ,,·hat ,,ou mean,'' Lee 
agreed. '' Clean-shaven, isn't he?'' 

'' Yes, sir. Thick sort of lips l1e's got­
l1ar1g down a bit like a dog's. I had a good 
look at him -yesterday. because he stopped to 
ask me a question.'' 

': He talks like _this,'' Nipper interrrupted 
quickly, and made a ql1eer grimace as he 
hogan to speak in a heavy. dc,ll monotone, 
,-rjth just a faint tot1ch of Yankee nasal 
t\i.·ang. 

'' That's t.he chap!'' ·· Lamb smiled 
r•1 easantly at Nipper's mimicry. 'i Yott kno\\' 
hitt1 all 1·ight, sir!'' 

Nelson Lee nodded, bltt did 11ot seem so 
excited as Nipper was o,,.er this disco,~ery. 

As a matter of fact, Nipper fottnd it diffi­
c·u t to refrain f1·om shottting ot1t alot1d. Tl1e 
description of the man who l1ad been 011e 
<~f the pa·ssengers in the car '\\ras be~yond any 
s11ado,v of dot1bt-Mark Lehman! 

Tl1ey '\\·ere on the trail 110,v in good 
,.-arnest. It ,,~as not often tl1ev strt1ck the 
sc-e11t so quickly and easily as ~i11 t.11is ca.,e. 

I11deed, Nipper marvelled at Lee's calm. 
I-Ie \Vas still going on \\'ith his 11atient and 
nI'llarently_ casual qt1estio11s. 

1.'hey learned that the man's name '\\"BS 
Dr .. Carto11,. and that he had take11 a cottage 
,c.=}1tcl1 \\·as on the Missledon Hall estate. It 

· J1a,J been a keeper's house, and \\·aa right in 
tl,e heart of the wood, b11t apparently the 
(loctor 1vas paying a ,·ery high re11t for it 
L>ecaltse it just suited hin1. 

"He's got a bad case, so tl1ev say.'' Lamb 
,'\ as explaining. '' I was o~{er ~that ·,Yay last 
11igl1t, a11d Bill Soames ,vas saying tl1nt he's 
tr;y-ing to cure a chap who's lost l1is memory. 
I;ec11 shell-shocked, yo11 kno\'", sir, a11d his 
11er,·es ha,·e all gone. A \\·ealthy chap, they 
e,ay he is. But that's all I kno\\y, '' 

'' I sec. Tha11ks very mt1ch,'' Nelson Lee 
1~eplied. '' Your information has been ,:-ery 
1,.,eftil indeed, ?tlr. Lamb.'' 

... You'll find t,ho cottage {.\ftsill' enough, 
="'ir. '~ Lamb told him,. '' if you're wanting to 
111 \·e a look at it. They say this chap he's 
looki11g after sleeps outside-sort of open 
sl1ed there is, near the house. Trying the 
f1•esh air cure on him!'' 

11 Ah, yest'' Lee scarcely seemed to notice 
ti1e information, and Nipper guessed that lie 
1,•:as already piecing the ,vhole business to­
gctl1er. ''I may come along and l1ave another 
cl1at '\\"ith you> Mr. Lamb." 

'' I shal~ be here all da~y·, sir,'' Lamb 
a3Sured hlDl. 

'' And probably I'll l1ave a look -round tl1at 
cottage,'' Lee asserted. '' I sl101,Id think 
night-time l\'ould be the best. I gttess I 
ca11 see in t.he dark all right.'' 

~'Yes, sir_._'~ Lamb looked at l1J_m admir• 

ingly. "\ ... ou'ro one of tl1ese Lo11don detec­
ti,-es, aren't 3rot1, sir?'' 

1
' Tl1at.'s right!,, Leo told him. ''It's diffi .. 

c11lt l\·ork, ~Ir. Lan1b, b11t }rot1',·e l1elped ine 
very considerably tl1is morning, a11d I ,,·on't 
forget it. Sec ~'011 again soon. Good-bve 
l\lr. Lamb.,, " ' 

They left l1im to ret11rn to l1is hoeing. Not 
u11til they had gone some distance from the 
cottage did Nipper begin to talk. 

'' \Vhat d'l·olt thinl, of it, gu v'nor ?'' l1e 
asked. '' If the chap ,, .. ho ,vas in that car 
,,·asn't l\Iark Lehmani I'll eat mJt hat!'' 

'' ~id )"'Ott. notice t 1e cigarette Lamb ,ras 
smoking, Nipper?'' J ... ee asked quickly. 

"No. '''hat•.s that got to do ,vith it?'' 
It ",.as Nipper's tl.trn to take on a littlo 
pttzzled frO\Vn 110,v. 
. "Only ~hat it "r~s a T11rkisl1 or Egyptian 

c1garette, Lee said. '' There's no l"iolent 
reason "M"h:y· a farm-lYorker sl1ot1ldn't smoke 
Turkish cigarettes, thot1gl1 it ,,·as ,~ery polite 
of hi1n to tl1ro,v nearly half of it away ,vl1en 
lie came to speak to 111e, as if he didn't wa11t 
1ne to see it! And did ~"'Ott notice his hand:;?"· 

'' Y cs, I did,'' Nipper ans,Yered. ' 1 They 
were co,-ered \\'itl1 soil.'' 

'' Which had been delibei·ately rt1bbed in,'' 
Lee added. "On nice ,vhite hands, ,,l'itl1 long 
fingers, l\rhich l1a Ye ne,·er done ,,.ery m11cl1 
m!~nual _\\,.ork. And his arm~~arcf 11lly dirtied 
\\

11tl1 soil, but really as ,vh1te as a woman•s. 
And ,,,hy does l1e 1~ecall this doctor fello,v 
so exactly, ,,·hen the other day he told the 
people \\'ho came do,,·n that l1e really ne,·er 
took any notice of the three men at all 1 '' • 

'' He explainecl that,· guv'nor, '' Nipper 
urged. '' It seemed qt1ite a reasonable ex­
p1anation to me. I don't qt1ite seo ,vhat 
3·ou're drivi11g at! Are11't ~~ou getting a bit 
too suspicious!'' 

'' I'm hor~iibly_ st1spiciot1s, Nipper,'' Lee 
nns,,~ered. Tl11ngs have gone too simply 
altogether. In te11 minutes or so he has 
given us sufficient i11formation to ide11tifv 
l\lark Lehman. Further, he tells us jttst. 
,vhere he lives and other facts ,vhich all poirit 
to the tl1eory tl1at, masqt1erading as tl 
doctor, Lehman l1as the personage ,ye ,rant 
to disco,-er in l1is charge. • 

'' All t.hat ,ve need to do no,v, Nipper, is 
to stroll into the telegrapl1 office and sencl a 
code mesaage to \' .. erney Deane. If e, .. e11~­
tl1ing \\?orks 011t "'rith tl1e same simplicity ns 
it l1ad done so far, then ,vithin twenty-fo11r 
hours of recei,ring a ,rogue · outline of tl1e 
mystery "1'e have solved it. King Denis ,vilt 
l1ave been disco,-ered by the authorities, and 
?\lark Lel1ma11 \\~ill be in the hands of tl1e 
police!,, , 

'' You'll go rot1nd to this cottage nnd mali:e 
sure that tl1ey are tl1ere first of all?" Nipper 
s11ggested. 

'' So you l1a ,,.e jt1st n f nint doubt in youl' 
own mind, Nipper 11

' Lee lattghed. 
'',, ... ell, n~tttrally, ,, .. e ot1gl1t to make ql1ire 

certain,'' N 1pper ans,,,.ered-. '' They migl1t 
l1a \"8 got the \\ri11d llP and mo,,.ed on. A11d 
anjlll'ay, yot1 al,Yays i11sist _tha~ you don't 



a THE NELSON LEE LIBRA.4RY 

.1.ceept a11j,.body's te.sti11101lj"" 1J11les3 you ca11 
pro\·e it yot1rself !'' . 

"Excellent, Nipper." Lee appeared to be 
thro\ving off his doubts. '" I think \\·e'll just 
slip back and see · ou1· frie11d Lamb for a 
mon1e11t again. I ,vant to see if he'll take 

d h h. . '' me ro1111 to t e cott.age t 1s e\'en1ng. 
They retraced their footsteps, bt1t fot1nd 

that Lamb was not i11 the garde11. As they 
opened the little gate, howe,Ter, he appeared 
at tl1e door a11d can1e do\\'Il the path to meet 
them. 

tiine t11erc'll be no need to· "'"orry for an 
hot11· or so.'' 

'' \\ .. l1at abot1t ·vou-r arraz1gements to 1neet 
tl1is el1ap, I..1a111 b ?'" Nipper a&l<ed. 

'~I'm not troubli11g abo11t that,'' Lee 
uns\vered. "I tl1i11k it's hight;.,. improbable 
eitl1e1• yot1 or I ,vill keep it. If I'n1 not back 
hero by se\Ten--'' 

''Yes?'' Nipper queried, as Lee paused. 
'' I tl1ink yo11r best plan \\"ill be to run back 

in the car to London as quickly as possible, Jt 

~e said. '' Take every possible care and 
get ·11old of }larker at the Yard. You 

N ELSON LEE ,·ery quickly explained nc-cdn't tell him ~v}1at· the job is ,ve're on, 
·,vhat ho desired. This aftenioon he beyond the fact that I'm after Mark Lehn1an.­
proposod to rest -at tl1e hote, where Tell him: wl1at has l1a.ppened to-day, of COttrse .. 

110 · ,vaa ~tavi11g, but ,vould like to Bttt yo11'Jl ha·ve. to t\se_ your own discretion 
be taken :to s0·111e qt1iet pl_tlce !}~Qr the .. cottage after that!'' 
,vhere the doctor lived a.s soon as possible Nelso11 Lee latrgl1ed ~a little at his o,,,.n 
after dark. · elaborate precautio11~ .Yet, "·ith the memory 

'' Yes, sir.'' La1nb ag1·ccd ~t on~e to the of his past· encot1r1tcrs ,vith Lehman's n1en 
suggestion tl1at J1e sho11ld personaJiy con- still i1) his n1ind, ii ·,vim· jt1st as ,vell to leave 
duct .Lee. · nothi11g to cl1ance. 

Possibly it was tbe note Which passed The two parted •/ery shortly afterwards. 
qt1ietly bet,veen · the t,,,,o tllat -influenced Nipper ren1ained in the inn ,vhile Lee \\~ent 
Lamb. He agreed that he ,,,ould be ready 
for· his ~lisitor at seven o,clock. • off 011 his expeditioi1• 

The detective knew the country ro11nd l1ere 
.I.~ pu4Zzled Nipper a. little. 011 this second fairly well~ for once before he an<I Nipper 

v1s1t he had 11sed his ej-res carefully, a11d had explored all about l.\Iissledon Hall That 
observ-~~ the ~etail.; ,vhich, Lee l1ad remarked particular e:xpedition had resulted in tl1e 
upon co11cern111g the n1an s arms and ha~ds .. ft_ight of tho tenants of the Hall. England 

He . had. barely a chance to mention his ,vas no longer safe for them, and tl1e great 
doubta to Lee becat1se the latter opeued the hotLSe had come into the market again. 
converBatio11 as soon as they V.'ere out of Nelson Lee knew very little about the 
earshot. present tenant beyond the fact that he ,vas 

'' There's a lot to be . done this afternoon, a wealthy E11glishman. In any case it u·ot1ld 
:you11g 'u~, '', he to)~ N~pper,. and there,, ,vas be ratl1er abst1rd to sttppose that Lehman had 
rr1ore cl1eerful11e~s. 1n his voioe no,v · We retu1·11ed to tl1e scene of his gang's first com• 
sl1al_l have to_ d1v1de . our ,, forces and meet plete defeat in England. 
ngnm at the mn latei . on. . . The .detecti,·e did not keep to the high road 

"Rigl1t-110 ! '':l1at line do yot1 ,,--a11t n1e to for any length of tin1e, but chose his ,vay 
go on, guv'11or ?·, r-are.ft1lly across fields and ditches until he 

'' liake all the inqt1iri~ l·o\1 ca11, qiscreetly, can1e to the ,voode "~hich formed part of tlio 
of cot1rse, abo1tt this n1a11 Lamb and his Missledon estate. 
fan1ily. _I'd like to haYe pl1r_stted this par- Ilere he proceeded e,·en more cat1tiously, 
t.icuJ_ar line my~cl~, but l'l!~ g1Ye yott a st1g- tintil he c~me ,vitl1i11 sight o_f the keeper's 
gest1on of ,,1l1at s 111 my 111111d. Just suppose cottage "·h1ch Lan1b had desc1·1bed accttrately 
that tl1i3 is11't the real F. La1nl1 at all.. \\-Th~t to him. 
J1as . hn.~pencd to tl1e real I~an1b and his From tl1e first positio11 he took up the de• 
fan11ly l • tective oot1ld see the ne,vly-erected shelter 

'' But.-- Great ~cott !" NitlPe1: looked ,vhere the doctor's patient slept at night. 111 
t1p at the gl1v'11or ,v1th fresl1 pel'plex1ty. that detail, at all events, Lamb's story ,,~as 

'' I ad111it it is merely a suspicion at the co11firmed. 
1no1ne11t, Nipper. Still, I ,vant )?Ott to l\·ork Fo111 fully an hour after,vards, Lee moved 
011 it. ~Ieantime, I'm going off after a very abot1t slowly and cat1tiot1sly, trying to gatl1er 
light Junch to i11vestigate tl1is '':onde1:ful every . detail he cot1ld. ~uring the. '!hole of 
l,eeper's cottage ,vhere Dr. Carton 1s trying that time there ~Tas no sign of a l1v1ng sotil 
to ct1re a wealthy patie11t s1tff ering from a about the place. 
complete nervous breakdo,vn. ,, The ~ottage i11deed seem~ to be deserted.· 

At tl1e 11earest · inn they · st-ayed for half Beyond the shelter the1-e did not appear to 
an hour or so for lt1nch. Over this· meal the be any sign whateve111 tl1at anyone had been 
i,,·o made out their progran1me for the next nenr the place for 111any long weeks. Nelson 
fc\v hours, a11d Nipper began to understand I..4ee st1mmed up the position quickly in J1is 
1nore fttlly what ,vas in Lee's n1ind. mind. 

They arranged to meet again at t~e cot1ntry On the. one hand ,vas the possible risk. of 
J1otel, about a mile or so f1 .. 01n the inn, whe1-e encounter1ng Lel1man's men, or Lehman him• 
they had garaged the car that mo1·ning. self, ,vhich might serve as a warning to them 

'' About half-past five, I think, Nipper,'' to get a,vay; on the other hand ,vas tho 
Lee suggested. '' If I,m nQt pack by that complete t111certainty as to ,vhether ~t __ ,va~ 



f~el1mn:1, t1nd e,·c11 ,-r1iet1le-r t!1c·?e ,vas nny 
trt1th nt alI i11 La111h'.:; .5tory·. 

Tl1e detecti,·e deci{lecl tl1at ir ,,,.as tim(\ to 
ta ko some s111all rislc. Ile \Yorl,ecl ro11nrl io 
1 i1c patl1,vaj-~ ngain, and frorn l1~re r.pr,roacl1erl 
the }1011se jttst as anJr or(linarJ·· ca1ler lYOttlcl 
i1a re clone. 

IIis 1~11ocl~ on the cloor l1ro1.1g-l1t no res1)or1sr. 
I-le ha111r11ered stren11ot1sl,4 t1ntil it Leca1ne 
<1t1ite plaiz1 tl1at tl1e l1ou.:-e· Y,as d(\SE·rtecl. 
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tl1e 11arrc,;y pas.;:-.ge \r11ic1i led lo ll1e front 
si tting·-roo111 of tl1(, co tlage. 

Tl1e door of tl1is roo111 "-a3 1oct:ed but 
tl1e l~ey· \Ya.3 sti1l i11 tl1e cloor. It ,vas' "\·c·ry 
stiff, 110,, .. evcr, an(l e1re11 Nelson I~ce fo~i1:.~i 
tl1at. he l1a(l to exert all l1is ~trc11gtl1. 

' ' I' l l lJ rt ah: the k e :v if I' in r1 o t care f u 1 ! '' 
l1c tol(l l1irnself, nr; l1e aJJf_,lietl a11otl1cr rni~J1tv 
t ,r is t to it. '· 1~ lie 111a 11 '" 110 t.11 rned --- tl1f 8 
lock--'' 
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In a flash t·he crooks were upon Nelson Lee. A sudden blow on the back or the head seni the 
detective reeling. '' Got him I Walked right into the trap ? '' came the snarling voice ol the 

leader of the gang. 

After tI1at · l1e ,ve11t. rouI1(l tl1e pla<'e, ~till 
keepi11g an eJ·e 011e11 f~.)r ~ ny po3sible c1ner• 
ge11cy. . 

At tl1c baclc he fot111cl or1e c•f the ,rindo,,·s 
,·ery sligl1tl:,· oper1. Peering itit(> tl1c room, 
110 could see the open fir(•plare ,vitl1· a mass 
of burnt 11aper ancl rl1hllisl1 as tl1oll~h so1no­
c•ne had 111ado a l1a3t ). clcar:-.r1ce before qt1it­
t:11g the place. 

A n1on1e11t after tl1i.5 c1i~00Yerv· I.Jee l1nd .. 
raised tl1e ,\-indo,v n11tl clarr1bereci tl1rongh 
! n t<1 tl1e l~i i(~l1en. 

I-Iis first brief inspection {et1clecl to confir1n 
t110 impre~sion slo,vly stealing irito l1is r11ind. 

· ':[!1e • place had bee?1 te!1·t1lorarilJ· oect111ie(l 
,\·ith1n the pa3t fe,v ,veeks, ))'!,_,t_ tl1ose ,vl10 l1nd 
i)ec11 t.l1ero l1ad left l11trriecl~ y· for fo1r1e reaso11 
ot· otl1e1·. .. 

Going from tl1e I~itc11e7!. !:r ,,·~?1t alon; 

Ile l1acl bee11 stanclin~ <tuite c1r,se to the 
cloor. A s11dden bang rigl1t. on t11e bacl, of 
l1is head l~r1ocl,c-cl l1is forel1eacl agai1:ist t!10 
r,.a 11el. 
- Bttt it ,•.-as t11e t~rrific ,veigl1t bel1ind tl1e 
blo,\' ,vl1icl1 sl-t111ned Lee. He grasped t.l1e 
fact. tl1at l1e l1acl b~on att.acl{ed ey·en in that 
fraction of a second l1efore lie colln1)sed. 

His brai11 111acle a f rant,ir effort to l)reser\-r 
(\onscio11sncs3, but eY·erJTt.l1ing lYas 6lippin~ 
from l1in1. l,011(] ,-oices so11nded in his ears. 
tl1011g-l1 l1is ~yes hacl cra~ed to see. · 

"C~ot l1in1 ! \\r all~Pd rigl1t into t}1e trnp rt 
Tl1e lrords eci1oecl a11d rc-ec·hoed in Lee'g 

n1i11(l. T11ej' ,,·ere l1i3 last l,110,vleclge of 
consciotts11css, l)ll t e,-~n before t11en l1is l)(,cl \' 
l1acl no :::c-ns~ of f re1i11g-. Ho ,vas jt1st drift­
ing slo\v lJ' {to,vn i r1 to bla,:' !~nes~, \,l1ile tl1e 
,,.oiees corrt~n11ed to ro~ i\ 
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Above the roar he COLtld l1ear tJ1ose three mon1e11t tl1e landlord · had Jef t the room 
words repeated and reiterated: '' Into the Nipper ,vas sitting ttp, and there \\'as no 
trap! Into the trap l'' · sign of sleepi11ess or weariness about him 

Three men \Vere standing over the limp 110,v. 
fc1·~ \Vl1ich lay 1n the narro_,v passage. T\\·o The gtiv'nor was rigl1t, as tlSual. Tho man 
of them held cloth-co,,.ered cylinders of some tl1ey had talked with that morning ,vas not 
-kind ,vhich seemed to be heavily weighted. the F. Lan1h ,vho had found the scrap of 

All of them were dressed in pleasantly- paper ,,·l1ich had been sent to Lord Keston. 
fitting, country gentlemen'~ attire._ . There \\Tl10 ,vas he? \Vhat was the idea of telli11g 
,vas nothing of the prof ess1onal cr1m1nal or Nelson J .... ee that ,vonderful yarn about tl1e 
tl1e hardened gaolbird in tl1eir appearance, at ma11 lie had seen get do,vn from the car? 
all events. For ftilly an hour Nipper wrestled ,vit11 

'' l\ly bil·d, 1 think,'' one of . ~hem said, the proble1n. He wished Lee had know11 all 
and grinned. '' A neat piece of ·y,.ork, I this for a certainty before he had gone to 
thi11k, Basto,v ?'' the cottage. Still, when he ,.returned he 

''Very, Lennan! G11ess the chief'll make ,vould doubtless ha, .. e complete -proof of all 
you the sandbag specialist. · And that's tl1e Lehman's schemes. ' 
great English detective, Nelson Leej isn't Nipper strolled to the window and stood 
it?'' · looking out on the highway which ran past 

He spoke with a na.sal t,1:ang, a11d a sneer the house. On tho opposite side ('f tl1e road 
played about his lips as he stated down at a labourer .had stopped t,o answer a question 
tl1e form below him. which a wcll-d1·essed pedestrian had put to 

There was very little ~nversat.ion aft.er h. v- k t . im. 
that. The three men -set to ,vor • russing Unconsciously Nipper's eyes watched them 
up the detective and setting his li~p form e,Ten thougl1 his thoughts vlere wholly con­
on a stretcher. And just as the darkness centrat.ed on the problem in his mind. 
came on tl1ey quietly left the hoUle. On the 
covered stretcher which they carried Nelso11 The ,veil-dressed man walked on again for 
Lee still Jay-out of the game for keeps so a fe,v yards, then, changing his mind, he 
Bastow said. crossed the road and came towards t.he in11. 

This man Bastow had once been a medical . It ""Pas tl1cn that Nipper noticed a sn1all 
man in the United States, but the polico closed car ,vas standi11g by the door of the 
,vanted him over there. His knowledge was ir1n. Tl1e man passed close to it as 110 

at the dis~sal of any _crook who cared to p11shed nt the door. . 
pay his price. If he said t~at Nelson Le!l's From tl1e other side of th~ road tl1e 
nttmber was t1p, he spoke ,v1th the attthor1ty labottrer no,v made a move. Slowly and 
of one who car. prove his "·ords. If any casually 11e strolle~ over to the car and bega11 
111an kne,,·1 it ,vas Basto,v I to talk to the dr1vcr. 

CHAPTER 3. 
At the Cottage. 

F OR some ti111c af tcr Ncl~o11 Lee had 
Ief t hin1 Nipper remained in the same 
cl1air at tl,c table ,vherc they had had 
tl1eir frugal lt1nch. Acting on Lee's 

instr11ctions, l1e had artful_!y plied the land­
lord ,vit.h questions abot1t F. Lamb, and the 
1,vhole bag of tricl{S had come 011t ,vith a 
rush. 

The 1·eal F. Lamb and his family l1ad gone 
a,,;ay for a l1oliday, fina11ced by a mon ,vho 
l1ad given tl1em mone:y provided they ,,,cnt 
a,vay. The landlord h1n1self had driven the 
party to the distant station. He said that 
Lamb had picked up some sort of paper in 
t.he Ia11e and sent it to some big pot in 
London, and the police didn't want some 
criminal to get their o,vn back on Lamb, so 
they had sent him and his family away for 
a qttict holiday, and cat1tioned him not to 
breathe a word to a sot1I. It was only by 
sheer chance that the landlord kne,v. 

Nipper saw the hand of Mark Leh1nan in 
this ct1te move, and he realised that Nelson 
Lee had been rigl1t all along to be suspicious 
of the slick way things were going. 
' He lay do,vn in a corner of the settle which 
stood on one side of t11e 1·oom. But the 

Nipper lost interest in them then becat1se 
the door of the room he ,vas in ,vas opened. 
a11d tl1e ,veil-dressed man he had observed 
ot1tside had put his head inside and v.·as 
looki11g qt1ickly round. 

As he cat1ght sight of Nipper he ,can1e 
inside and nodded to him cheerfully. 

'' Good-a£ ter11oon, sir! Pleasa11t day!''· 
Tl10 strar1ger smiled, and 0110 judged LJ 

his to11es that he ,vas a11 affable, sociable 
kind of man. 

'' I'm too late to get any real refreshment, 
I suppose,'' l1e said. '' \Vonder if 011r frienci, 
t.he landlord. ,,~ould serve me with tea or 
coffee ? \Vhere is the old boy ?"' 

Ile ,vandered about and ran the lancllord 
t•J enrth. J11st '\\·hat happened Nipper did 
not kno,v, bt1t the stranger came back 
smiling. 

,. A little l1t1ffy about it, of course,'' he said 
quietly to Nipper. '' Still, I persuaded him. 
Tea! That will st1it mo admirably. I hope 
yot1 are fond of tea, sir?'' 

''Yes,'' Nipper admitted, and one migl1t 
ha,·e thought him a dull fellow in comparison 
with the sma1·t stranger. 1 'I like tea ,vell 
er1ough. '' 

''Excellent! D'you know, I've been ,vaJk .. 
ing for l1ours to--day and have not spoken 
to a single sot1I. I'm not a lonely sort of 
man n1yself, and it gets on my nerves. Are 
you also wandering about on your o,vn ?'' 
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''No,'' Nipper said. '' l,m ,,,.aiting ,for a 
frjend. 11 

'' Let's hope he's back to join us in time for 
tea, tl1en,1

' the stranger said. ·''I expect we 
shall have to wait q11ite a long time.'' 

''I expect -so.'' Nipper was speaicing 
almost mechanically. 

He knew perfectly w_ell that the man wu 
l)1 ing ,vhen he said that he had walked for 
miles. It was, to Nippert Stich an obvious 
Jie that lie ,vondered the man had troubled 
to tell it. 

There was scarcely a touch of dtt!t on his 
perfectly polished boots. No,v that the man 
had raised the doubt, Nipper \\'ondered 
,vhether he had even v.·alked fifty yards. 
Tl1en he remembered the car at the aoor. 

The man ,vas still talking in his affable 
,vay, bt1t Nipper scarcely listened to him, 
though he kept his eyes fixed on him all 
the time.· 

At the end of about five minutes the man 
j11111ped ttp. 

''I expect we shall have to wait another 
hottr for that tea!'' he la11ghed. '' I'll just 
r1.1 n along and try to liven them up.,, 

Evident]y the stranger a&Sttmed that Nipper 
i\'as going to join him at tea. 

The man returned in a short time, and 
\,·as still smiling cheerfully. 

''That's all right,'' ho said.· ''It's coming 
almost immediately.,, 

\Vhen the landlord came in presently and 
laid the tray on the table there l'rere t\vo 
cups and saucers. 

., You'll join me, of course?', the stranger 
s~id, and proceeded to pot1r 011t the tea. 
•''I always hate having tea alo·ne, don't you? 
A11d, anyl\·ay, I'm jt1st maki11g holiday 
to•day. It's quite \\·onderf nl ,vea t.l1er. isn't 
it? Just look at the sky now.'' 

He was in t.he act of putting tl1e sugar 
in the tea, but paused for a moment and 
\\-aved his hand towards the ,vindo,v. 

'' Fine, isn't it?'' he asked, and Nipper 
algo turned. 

But out of the corner of his eye, Nipper 
sa,\' exactly what happened. Something, a 
,·ery tiny tablet, he imagined, fell from the 
man'a hand into the cup. 

It had b~en done very expertly and ea~ily. 
Tl1e next second the sugar was dropped in, 
and the man was handing the cup to Nipper. 

•' Thanks very much!'' the youngster said, 
nnd began to stir his tea. But his mind \\'as 
racing ahead. . He considered every possi• 
bility. If this man \\i-ere one of Lehman's 
cro,vd, aa he believed, and was working in 
conjttnction with the two men outside. thpre 
1\"0uld be very little chance for Nipper if he 
showed signs of fight. 

He decided his course e.-·en while he was 
still stirring his tea. 

'' Excuse me just for a mo1nent I'' Nipper 
j1.1i:nprd to his feet and made for the door 
qt11ck,y. 

The man caught some mtttt.ere_d words 
abot1t having forgotten something. It wu 
all done so naturally that the kind-hear~ed 

11 

stranger had not the least suspicion for some 
ntinutes t.hat Nipper had bolted. 

Tl1ei:e ,yere other ways out of the hotlso, 
and Nipper ·found one of them easily enough. 
He came out at the ·bnck, then "~ent strai~l1t 
do,vn tl10 garden and over the fence which 
div·ided it from the fields beyond. 

Nipper was not the kind of fellow who 
ma,Je a habit of running a,,,ay from clangor. 
If he had a weakness, it ""as rather the othei­
way round. Bttt the present \\"as a case wher-e 
strategy \\·as of much more importance than 
direct violence, 

At the little inn the affable stranger still 
waited, bttt gradttally the smile on his face 
faded, a11d a look of annoyance took its place. 

He jt1mped 11p at last, lea,,.ing both bis 
o,,·n tea and his guest's untasted. A quick 
search in the inn revealed no si~ of the 
young man for \\'horn l1e ,vas waiting. 

Nor had the \\"atting chat1ffetu- and the 
workman "rho ,vas st.ill chatting \\·ith him 
seen anything of tl1eir quarry. 

'' He's bolted!'' the well-dressed man 
jumped to the truth at last, and began to 
curse. '' Come on ! Qttick t I kno,v where 
he'll n1ake for. Tl1e Feathers Hotel I Drive 
there as qt1ickly as possible. ,ve'll get him 
there all right.'' . 

He jumped into the ~ar, and the labourer 
folloV\?ed him. A moment later the car ,ras 
speeding do,vn the road again. 

Nipper nt. this moment was still pottnding 
away over the fields. By no,v a rough plnn 
of action had come into his mind, but .it 
depended to some extent upon ,vbat time 
Nelson Lee rctttrned to the hotel. 

He had j11dged the direction in which the 
Featl1er'.s Hotel lay pretty acc11rately1 and 
long before he actually reach t.he high road 
he could see the place almost directly ahead 
of him. . 

Ju~t as l1e ,vas. vrithin a few yarde of the 
·rence l\'hich separated the field from the 
road he caught a glimpse of a small, light­
coloured closed car j11st dra?1ing up ot1tside 
the hotel. Tl1ere v."as something familiar 
about tl1e car, and in any case Nipper ,va! 
now in tl1e mood ,vhen he would have sus­
pected anytl1ing. 

He npproached the fence cautio11sly anrl 
found a fairly eaf e obser,~ation p<?St behincl 
the hedge \\·hich separated the fields. In the 
next few min11tes lie thanked his good fortune 
that he had not covered the ground more 
quickly. 

The tl1ree men who had been anxious to 
capture Nipper hacl rather overdone their 
haste. Tl1ey reached the hotel· just a minttlo 
or two before Nipper could have accomplished 
the jot1rney. 

On the \¥ay they had seen nothing of him, 
of cottrse. A brief inquiry at the hotel itself 
satisfied them tl1at he had not reached it 
yet, and tl1ey came out and wandered o,,.er 
to the· fence. 

They _ st.ood some distance from where 
Nipper lny in l1iding, but he recognised them 
~uite easilr, ·· 
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Their search yielded them nothing, and 
tl1ey decided to mo,·e on again, having come 
to tl1e ooncli1sion that 110 had not made for 
tl1e l1olel, after all, b11t had probably rushed 
to the nearest railway st.ation. 

The th1·ee \\'ent back to the car at last, and 
Nipper sa,v it move off again with a sense 
of. complete satisfaction. · 

N OT until they were well out of sight 
did Nipper himself venture to climb 
over the fence and cross the road to 
the hotel. Nor did he advertiee his 

presence too conspic11ot1sly even then, bu& 
,vent stl'aight rot1nd to the garage at the 
back of the hotel. 

The man in charge sho,ved some faint signs 
of surprise on seeing him. He spoke to 
Nipper before the latter had a chance to 
say anything to him. 

''You're not Mr. Nipper, are you,,, the 
man asked, and on being assured that he had 
guessed correctly, the man beg1111 to smile. 

'' That's funny, sir,'' he said. '' They've 
just sent out from the hotel to ask if you'd 
.come here, and I said no-because yo11. hadn't 
then. Some gentlemen called to pick you 
·up, seeing that .the car you came down in 
,vas sent for this afternoon.,, 

''Our car sent for?'' Nipper exclaimed. 
''When? Who came for it?', 

•• Tallish chap, he ?.·as, 1' the man answered. 
•• Said he'd bee11 sent for it by the gentleman 
as· o,vned it-?.Ir. Lee he called him:, sir. 
He'd got a note from him, too, giving the 
numbe1· a11d all particulars, so it's quite all 
right. He mentioned· about you, too, si-r. 
Said that someone ,,rould turn up for you 
later, so you ,,..-as to ,vait for 'em.'' 

'' I see,'' Nipper nodded, feeling for a few 
seconds · incapable of asking - any further 
questions .. 

He did presently, ho,vever, and inquired 
minutely into e,,.ery detail. The messenger 
,vho came ,vas an expert driver and knew the 
car well. He said that his· e1nployer l\Ir. Lee, 
,vas not able to return himself, a11d was ,vant­
i11 g the car as qui~kly as possible. 

• .\nd all this had happe11ed barely half a11 
hour ago. Since then other people had 
a1)parently been alo11g inquiring for Nipper. 

Just for a brief mon1ent he stood listening 
to the man's talk, a sense of hopelessness fill­
i11g his mind. E,,.e11ything had begun so \\~ell 
that morning, but i11 the past t,vo or three 
l1ours coincide11ce and contradiction seemed 
to have piled themselves on each other. 
· He tried to connect everything 11p, to 
a1·rar1ge the details in their _proper order, an~ 
to understa11d jt1st ,vh·at had happened so 
far. 

.. I'll just let "them know in the hotel that 
:you've tttrned t1p, sir-unless you're going in 
yourseif ?'' the garage man was saying, and 
it ,vakened Nipper frotn the reverie into 
,\~hich he had fallen. 

'' No, I'm not going inside,'' Nipper said 
quickly. ' 11-- You inight let them know 

• 

someti1ne that ~I'll try and call again before 
seven o'clock I'' 

'' Right sir 1 '' The man nodded and he 
walked alongside Nipper for a little·. way. 

In bis present state Nipper did nqt. want 
to enter the hotel, nor did he want to hear 
this man talk. He wanted to be alone and 
to think out this ho_peless tangle which 
seemed to surround to-day's quest. 

For which reason Nipper once again went 
into hiding, and chose a place from which 
he could command a clear view of the main 
entrance to the hotel. 

It was now about five o'clock. In the next 
two hours Nipper did not leave his observa­
tion post, and during that time only one 
incident of note occurred. 

But this incident \\"as quite importan\ 
enough. The small closed car retumed1 and 
from where. he stood Nipper could see tJ1e 
man who had asked him to take tea with 
him that afternoon, jump out and enter the 
hotf'J again. 

Altogether, the car stayed there nearly 
twenty minutes, and in tJ1at time Nipper 
judged· that a fairly careful search had been 
mado for him. 

The car went a,vay again at last, but •it 
proceeded very slo,vly do,vn the road, as 
though its occt1pants ,vere anxious not to 
pass anyone on the roadJI 

Seven o'clock came. Even before then 
Nipper had give11 up hope of Lee's return. 
He recalled ,vhat the guv'nor had told him 
just before tl1ey parted, atid in P!esent cir­
cumstances it seemed as though Nelson Lee 
had anticipated trouble for himself. 

But to get back to London and seek In­
spector Harker's help was beyond Nipper'8 
power now. Apart from the difficulties of 
getti11g to the station, it was questionable 
,vhether he would get a trai11 that night. 
And to approach a telepho11e booth was n.sk­
in g for trouble, as Lehman's crowd would be 
bot1nd to ,vatch things like that. . 

Neve1'theless, he decided to leave .some sort 
of trail behind him if possible. He kne,v 
something of Lehman's methods, ana it might 
be that Nipper himself would find himself 
in an awkward corner before the night was 
out. 

He took out his notebook, and, in the fad .. 
ing lightt ,v1·ote a brief note. The question 
of e11velope ,, .. as solved by using one which 
had already passed through the post, and 
was addressed to himself A stamp at the 
back acted as a seal, and Nipper scribb1ed 
t.hrough his own name and address and care­
£ ully wrote in the name of Inspector Harker 
at Scotland Yard. 

Having accomplished tl1is, he carefully left , 
l1i.s hiding-place, a11d with all due caution, 
went do,vn the road. In due course he found 
a wall lotter-box, and the somewhat shabby.­
looking n1issive, marked in pencil '' Im• 
portnnt, '' was duly posted. 

In everything that he did this nigl1t 
Nipper acted as thot1gh half a dozen p05• 
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sible assailants · l\·ere Jying in A,·nit for him 
ne~r at hand. 

After 1"e had posted J1is letter be avoided 
the open toad. He kne,v, of cot1rse, in which 
direction the keeper•s cottage lay. but it was 
a more difficult task to find it now tl1at the 
"light had gone than it \\rOtlld l1avc been in 
broad daylight. 

He &ttcceedcd in the end, but by no\v it 
was half-past eight and fai1·ly dark. A ris­
ing moon helped, however, to .2hO\\' µ1) tl1e 
dim outline of the unligl1ted cottage. 

For some time Nipper did nothing more 
tl1an ,vntch. The faintest flicker of light 
f ro1n one of tho \\·i11do\\·s1 or tl1e_ least sot1nd 
of someone moving ,,~ot1lct hav·e. told hi111 the 
ans,,:-er to his first quest,ion as to ,vl1etl1er t11e 
liouse \\~as inhabited or not. 

The silence ,vas u11can11l"· ,,.,.itl1 every man, 
ho\vevcr brav·e, there comes a time ,vl1e11 
nction is preferable to t1seless ,vaiting. Nipper 
mo1red · 11earer the house at last, and began 
to make a closer i11spectio11. 

I-le found eventually, jttst as Lee l1acl fot1ncl 
t1,at afternoo11, the ope11 ,vi11clo,v at t11e back 
of t.l1e hot1se. It ,vas 11ot n1ore tl1an t,Yo or 
three - inches O}Jcn at presc11t, aI1tl Nir•raer 
began to raise it gen ti;·. 
_ Bt\t there "·as still no sign or so11n<I • of 

i\!lJ'one it1 the fJlace, ancl i1e \~critltr~cl i11siclc. 
'' This is a queer busi11ess ! ~, I\irJper told 

l1in1self, ,vhen at last lie ve11t11re<l to Ha~l1 
11 is pocket torch abottt tl1e 1>1ace. •· ~ome­
bod,.r's been having a general clear~11c-e here, . . 

bJ" the look of things.'' 
Tl1el'e ,vas_ not much to be gatl1ered from 

ti1e kitcl1en, ho,vever, and Nipper mo\~ed on .. 
'' I don•t believe there's a soul in tl1e 

place!'' he decided, after he l1ad stood in 
tltc, l1311, listening intently, for some minutes. 
'' We'll risk a light again.•• 

He s.vitched on ·the flasl1 lamp, but in• 
atantly turned it off again and stood \vith his 
b:1ck to the wall. 

The flash might ha,1'e been a signal to 
someone outside, for the i11stant it can1c on 
there \Yas a sot1nd. 

Nipper's first iinpr~ssion ""as that a clog 
was at the door. He cot1ld l1ear tl1e c1.1riol1.s 
panting and gasping an an_i111al ,...-i11 1na ke 
in its attempts to gain a11 entrance. 

'' (¼ot to find out abot1t ·this!'' Nipper clc­
cided, a11d slipped back qt1ietly to tl10 kitcl1e11. 

He. ,,·as not out to take any ri8ks ~·et., and 
cli1nbed noiselessly through the ,vindo,v 
again. Outside he crept along tl1e ,,·all to 
tl1e front of the house. 

He lay flat on the ground before ,·ent11r­
i11g to peer ro11nd the end of tl1e hou~e, but 
at first he could see nothing \\·l1at.cv·er. 

1.'11en tl1e moon, emerging slo,vly from the 
clot.ids \Yhich had been obscttring it, cast 
its pale light on a curiot1s object \\"hich lny 
right by the door. 

I~ l\'ns movi11g a little ,r11en Nip})Cr first 
saw it. Now it rose up,varcls, a11d l1c 1"ecog• 
ni,;ed the outline of a mn11. 

The figttre seemed to be struggling to 
reaC~l fo1·\\'ard, Just for a 1no111c11t or t,vo 

it was on i~s lc11cc~, \,·itli- tl1e body very erect, 
so that Nipper cot1ld seo tl1~ outline of a 
face. Then one l1and stretched out nnd 
seemed to strike the door. 

Nipper could l1car the faint sound as tl1e 
man's hand strltck the 'ft'oodv.'ork. Tl1en, as 
though tl1e effort had taken every ounce of • 
strength from l1im, the man lt1rched for\\'ard 
and slightll" side,vays, and lay helpless on 
the grottnd again. . 

A man's natt1ral instincts at times o,·er-­
come all -other fl'clinge. Jt1st for a brief time 
tl1e job ·he "'as on took a secor1dary place in 
Nipper's mind. Tho man he had been 
,,,atching so ca11tiot1sJy ,vas very plainly in 
need of help and succour. 

Nipper \Yas on l1is feet a11d 1·ttnning .for• 
,,·ard ,vitl1in tl10 · 11ext £~,\· soooncls. As 110 

tent ov·cr ti1e man a little gasping sottnct 
came fro1n l1is lipst follo-.vecl by tlie c11rious 
panting 11oise ,v11icl1 Nipper hud fi1·st l1eard 
from inside tl1e l1ottsc. 

'' He's [Jretts· bad, ,, .. l1oc,,.er he is,'' Nipper 
decided in a fe,v n1oments. •· \\'hat an1 1 
going to clo \\'itl1 hi111 ?" 

As tl1ot1gl1 to aid l1i~n in l1is clecision t,l10 
n1nn macle another effort to i-·ise, and n1nst 
have ope11ed his Cjrcs and seen Ni1Jpl'r b;y 
J1is side. 

It actecl as a11 electric sl1ocl, migl1t ha\~o 
done. He ,,·as on l1ia l~nees almost ,vitl1ot1t. 
any effort, it see1ncd, ancl l1is arms ,,·ere 
stretched et1t i11 tl1e mnnner of a "'restler's. 
Jt1~t for an instant Nipper fancied tl1at be 
,vas going to attack l1irc1. 

''"'ho are you?'' The man g_asped tlle 
q11estio11 in n croa1;:ing kind of whisper. 

''Friend!'' said Nipper promptl)r, and pltt 
ot1t a hand. 

He l1ad not tl1e fair1tcst idea \\"110 the man 
v:ns, but at least he .,vas l1is friend ,,~11ile he 
,vas in this .state. 

''Ah!" The man ,vas e,,·aying again, and 
Nipper's arms came forlvard and l1eld hin1. 

'' Here, take t.l1is !" Nippe1· remembe1·cd 
that 110 had come 011t that morning ft1tly 
prepared for ,,ariotts en1ergencies, as usual. 

Ile kc1>t l1imself qt1ite clos~ to t·he ma11 
"·bile l1e t1nfastened the ftaak and pressed it 
to his lips. The effect ,vas speeclily shO\\'ll 
a11d Nipper \Yitl1dre,v his support. 

'' Think :rou can ma11age to get ttp?" 110 
asked. "Collar my arm.'' 

\\ritl1 an effort i.l1e 1nnn strug~led to l1is 
feet. Nipper, coming back to realities again, 
decided tl1at theJ' ,,·ould be safer round b:l 
tl10 side of the hottse. 

\T er~' gently he helped l1ia companion alo11g 
11ntil the~· \\'ere in tl1e clarlcer shado,vs. 
Here he pa11sed for a time a11d nllo,, .. ed tl1il 
ne,v '' friend '' to lear1 agai11st the \\'all. 

'' ,,,here are l'Ott ,v.ant.ing to get t-0 ?', 
Nipper asked tl1e question slo\\~ly and quietly. 
'' There'·s no one in tl1at ho11se. ,, 

'' No,'' ti1e n1a11 '",.ns still speaking with an 
effort, nncl appeared to bo utterly beaten. 
'' I an1 goi11g-London. Lord Kcston-­
Kesto11 t'' 
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c, Gr~a~ Scot.t !'!' It ,va~ Ni"ppcr"s t• ... r11 to 

indt1lge i!1 a n1ild g·a~1j 110,Y. ·' Lor(l ](cston? 
l)r,eer !': 

·· Tl1en 1t struck h1n1 tl1nt after all this n1ight 
i10t be a!1:c,~g tl1e coincidences of t,1i.s (!a:,.~. 
lti 1night bt that· the ca~e ,vas 111aking rapid 
progr~s. 

'' ¥"ot1're not the ki-1 111ean, lJr.. Denis 
Dnl~a;in, ar~ J-ott ?':- he asked. 
. '''Th'at is ffi}" name,',, the lllU?l ans,\·ered. 

'' \\ .. l1y do you ask? Wl10~,vho are yo11 ?', 
~- There "' .. as · ·a 11ote of . doubt i11 his voice, 

nnd ·he st"ill kept his arms pre~ed back 
,,·gai"nst t-he ~vall. -

''I,01 a .. !rie11d, '' Nipper said. and spoke 
,·ery clearly. '' Name, Nipper. _i\~istant to 
Nel8or1 Lee, the detective. \Ve're hunting 
fo~ lou !:' · · · 

'' -it is ,·ery good· '' Nipper's new 
friend began,· but broke off abruptly \Yith a 
little start. 

From so1newhere. in the woods can1e a ·clear 
,vhistle. It was· answered~al1nost i1nme .. 
diately by a11other. · · 

On the ma11 ,,tho had bee11 king-who was 
still a kinl{ in nan1e the cJear call Eeemed 
to ha~~~ a temporary stupefying elf eC't. lie 
stlll ~kept himself pressed tightly back against 
tl1e ,vall of the h~use, his arms sb·etched out 
a little fron1 his side, but J1is head ha-d 
tt1r11ed, and lie ,,~as endeavot1ri11g to keep his 
eJtes fixed on the corner of the house. 

To Nipper the·· "~li1stle· sounded as a chal­
lenge. · It \Vas plainly a signal f rorn one n1an 
t-n anot~1er, ·so ~hat they might keep in tot1ch 
,vitl1 each· othe1·. Ancl Nippei- jt1t11pcd to the 
co11clusion at once tl1at the 111e11 ,vere 011t 

h11nting for his ne\v friend. 
"\Ve've got to mO"le,'' lie '\\♦ hispere<i 

s"riftl~~. . · '' HolV d 1l'·ot1 feel? Yott can't 
1·un ?' 

Denis Dalmain, to give hin1 the incognito 
ltrider which he had beer1 k1io,vn- in E11g)a11d. 
~trugg]cd to ans\\'er. But it - ,,,.as scarcely 
11cce~sary for hin1 to do so. Only too ob­
,·iously the ma11 ,vas not capable of any real 
effort. 

''You go,'' he m ~naged to gasp. '' Lea vc 
n1e. Tell Lord Kesto11-here. Go to Lady 
Ma1·--' 1 

.. 'Give me your arm,'' Nipper said. ''Got 
an idea. We can talk later." . 

He ,vas helping De11is Dalmain along 
b~fore· the latter quite ttnderstood. It was 
n·ot a very rapid journey, but they reached 
the ,,,.indo,v at last. 

''Now! Make an effort!" urged Nipper, 
and bent down in order to help his friend 
1.1pv.'ard. '' Get ins-ide ! ,, ,. 

It ,\·as by no means easy, for Denis Dal­
main seemed as ,veak as a baby. Nipper 
perspired freely, and his friend did all he 
could to help himself.. Someho,v he got up 
on to the window-sill t.hen fell rather than 
clambered into the room. 

A moment later Nipper himself had jttmped 
up and levered himself through the ,vindow, 
hoping agait1st hope that the men hunti11g 
in the \\'ood \\"oulcl not deem it 11eccssary to 
come nea1· ~l1at house~ 

CHAPTER 4. 

The Man wl10 Came Back. 

N ELSON LEE did not come back to 
co11sciot1sness slo,vlv and gradually. 
It all seemed to happen ql1ite st1d­
denJy. 

One minttte he had no knol\~Jedge of a11y­
t.l1ing that was taking place. The next he 
openec) his eyes jt1st as he might have done 
after a short:, ·pleasant sleep. 

Nor ,vas his brain fogged and dttll. E•;·e11 
as l1e ·opened hi-s eye.s he recalled ·his la;t 
,vaking moment ·clearly. He felt a~ain the 
s11dden jerk forward, and the numbing pain 
about his eyes, the roa1 .. of voices, and above 
·-all, the· repetitio11 of that hatefttl refrain: 
"Into the tra(J ! Into the trap!'' 

So that his a.ttitt1de on wakening _imme­
diately became a fighting one. -He tried to 
spring ttp ttnd to 11se his arms~to feel hi!! 
muscles ready for action. . 

That ,\·a3 · 11ot possible. He quickiy clis­
covered that he ·was very securely faste11ed to 
,vhat appeared '"o ba a strong l\"ooden· arrn­
chair. His arms "\\"ere Jying along the rests, 
and from the elbo,v to the ,,·rist ,,Tete care-
£ ttlly bot111d. . _ 

In similar fnshion his legs ,, .. ere sec11re·c1 to 
the lo,,,er part of the chair. His body ,va9 
also bound to the back of the c!1air. 

He looked llp to find a ,vell.:built, .pleasantJy 
attired n1an, ,, .. hon1 he had never seen in his 
life before, looking down upon him ,vith a 
faint smile of amttse1nent.. 

'' \\7 aal, you've \\· akened ttp at last, l\Ir. 
Nelson I~ee. !-'leased to meet yott. I've 
heard a Jot of talk: abot1t you, b11t never had 
the pleast1re of run11ing across you before 
t.o-day. l\Iy name's Basto,v. Never heard Qf 
Basto,v before-11ot me, any,,.,ay ?1

' 

The ·man spolre ,vith jt1st a faint dra\vJ, and 
,vith that qt1ite slight nasal t,vang of the 
travelled America11 citizen. It was not so 
much his speech, ho,,·e,,.er, as the man's cool 
superiorit~ and affectation of humour which 
a11nOJ"'ed Lee. 

'' I've not met you before," the detecti\·e 
said, '' nor heard of yott. But I'd like to 
lcnow \\"hat tl1is means? Do yott propose to 
I,eep me in this position very long?'' · 

''Now, yot1've 1·ather got me,'' Bastow 
smiled again in that lazy, irritati11g 1nanncr 
of his. •'I'm only yot1r medical attendant 
for the time bei11g, thottgh I had a little 
par~ in. seeing you safely to sleep. Won• 
derfttl ,vhat a little drt1gs will do. They've 
been taking a lot of trouble over you, Mr. 
Lee. You ,ve1·e some swell, \\'eren't you, in 
the detective line? Not so s,vell just no,v. 
though. Let's see, I've trussed you up 
neatly, haven't I? Want to make you look 
11ice and pretty before your friends come in.'~ 

He ,,,.alked slowly round the chair in whiclt 
Lee ,vas f nstened, examining the cords with 
an affectation of carelessness. 

'' I'll just trin1 this up a bit," he r~marked ~ 
and from a small table 11enr at hand picked 
itp a st1'011g knife. 
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The crook shrieked with uncontrollable fear as a wild shape came swooping down at him from 
the shadows ol the pillars. Tbe next moment be was at death grips wltb. lhe newcomer I 

'\'i th t.l1is 11e proceedecl to cut off an inch 
C•i" so of s1trplt1s cord at tl1e poi11t l 1rhere it 
·vvaa tiecl ro11nd Lee's ,,,rist. 

,s It•s a neat job," he saicl. after l1e had 
c·)ffi})leted it.. arid st.ood l)ack a little ,•tay 
tc, ,id1nire l1is hancli,\'ork:. "Scientifica1lv .. 
rior1c, l\lr. Lee. Y ot1r 11a 11d3 are free, yot1 
,c-o, so's j"Otl ,vo11't get tltc era n1p, bt1t yot1 
c~tn't play nl)()tlt \.vitl1 tl1er11 rnt1cl1. Eh? n 

''It's ,·cry· good of :ro11." I .. ee said calmly·. 
'' Bttt ,rill J·o1t tell me 110,r lo11g it is pro­
c~osed to l;ccp me in tl1i8 11osition? '' 

Agn i11 Bast<)\V sn1iletl i11 that- s11pcrior and 
t··!·itating fasl1ion ,vhicl1 11e affect.eel. 

Before he cotllcl ans,,·cr: 110\,·ever, tl1cre 
v/:-ts a so\u1<l from the (loor. Tl1c A111criran 
t~ir11ed nn(l faretl tl1c 11e,rcor11er ,Yl10 stood 
1 .! t-1,e door,va:y. 

'' In tl1rce mint1t0s, '' Basto 1,Y r:t 1:etl to l1im. 
'' I' rn j t1st fixi11g hi1n 110\\' .'' 

Tl1e cloor closed again; nr1(.t B~t:~toY~,. lnrnec1 
t.,:-, N elso11 Lee •. 

' ' Tl1e~"'re ,-cry· anl:iot1s to ~ee yott, 1\1~. 
I_Jee, '' l1e said. '' But- I ,va11ted to l1avc tl11.~ 
little cl1at ,~,it.11 ~Tott. Bee11 a real plca.stlre to 
1ne, l1a,·ing hl~ard so n111cl1 n.boltt you. 
They've tole{ 111e ,vl1at. ~l sn1art. detective yott 
nre, bt1t Basto1v ltas l)eaten ~rol1. Bttt here 
co1ne the bo~ses.. I'll rct ire, for tl1e timo 
being.'' 

llo \Vent t.o t11c- door, ,\·11icl1 , ... ,as jltst beint~ 
OJJrr1ecl frorr1 tl1P ou t.;icle, :ln.cl stood bact, 
,vJ1ile the 11c,\· l"i~it.or cnte1·ed. 

1,1l1e r1e\\"comer 11odded tc, Ba.sto,, .. , anc1 
nsked ~0111e brief Cf t1estio11_. \\rl1iel1 BastO\\' 1 i\ 
talkati \re 111UJ1. a.~ Loe l1n.cl alreacl~,r cli~covcredJ 
a11s,vered ,vitll eqt1al l)revit.y·. 

Basto,v \,·ent 011t, and i11 ar1otl1£'1' rooment. 
or so Lf\e ,vas face to face lYitl, t.l1e rn:ln. 
,,·110 l1acl s,,;-orr1 to l1a ve ,Ter1gea11<:e 11pon l1i111 
-1\Iarl~ Lel1n1an. 

He ,~as !lot altored i11 lny ,va:v. IIeayif~v 
ll11ilt, 111nl1n.ed to ~l1o!tne.~t ,vitl1 a dull, 
alinost .stupid face, l\I:tr:~ Lc·l1rr~~11 ,~~·ot1Id not 
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at first sig·l1t lJa ve i1npressed anyo11e as being 
a 1nar1 of cxtraordinar~y energ·y a11d e11do\\·ed 
,vitl1 a tre1nendou£1 capacity for org·anisation. 

Yet tl1i.s ,vas the ma11 ,v 110 for ~years had 
bee11 tho ttnltno,vn co11troller of various 
scheme.a of appropriation and robbery so ski!­
.f ttlly that tl1e very men he had robbed of 
tl1e1r rights ,vere ofte11 n1nde t-0 appear a~ 
criminals. 

N e)s011 Lee had already disco,,.ered aome­
t hing of his po,ver and ca~city when he had 
come into conflict ,vith him or his helpers 
o,·er certain cases. 

1.10-day, the name of Martin Lehman ,vas 
or1 the list of men urgently ,\·anted by the 
authorities at Scotland Ya1·d. But -since the 
day when Nelson Lee a11d Inspector Harker 
l1ad foiled him in his attempt to commandeer 
the islet he coveted on the Scottish coasi, 
not.bing had been seen 01· heard of Lehman 
a 11d his gar1g. 

"Urgl1 !', Lehma11 stood looking down on 
t~ce, his big, fish-like eyt!W sta1·ing at the 
detective ,vithout any expression of surprise 
c)r wonder, or even gladness. '' I said you 
,vot1ld meet. me again. Lee!', • 

'' Ah, yes· '1-Lee allo,ved a faint smile to 
flicker about his lip.s-'' I remember now 1 
~lark Lehman, isn't it 7 You have the ad­
vantage of mc-fo1· the n1oment. ,, 

'' You will never interf el'e with my pJans 
again, 1' Mark Lehman ans,vercd, without any 
totlch of anger. in his voice. -

He spoke, indeed, as thot1gh he ,vere re­
pca tii:ig a sentence he had learned, but did 
riot ur1derstand it.a meaning. Then, ,vithout 
,vaiti11g for Lee to reply1 -lie turned to,vards 
the door and 111ised his na11d as thot1gh sig-
11alling to someone jt1st outside. 

Tl1e ·door had been left open, and as Lee 
turr1ed towards it now a long in,yalid carriage 
,vas being wheeled through the doorway. On 
tl1e bed of the carriage sat a man, carefully 
111·opped tip, so that his back ,vas at an angle 
of about fo1·ty-five degrees, ,vhile his he,tcl 
,vas comfortably ·pttshed for,,,a1'd a little. 

Just at first Nelso11 Lee die) not recognise 
the man. He ,vas bearded, but his cheeks 

' sho,ved the pallor of long illness and his e,;e~ 
,vere sunk deep in their socket~. .. 

'fhey ,vcre fixed on Lee tl1e n1ome11t tl1e 
man ,,,,as ·brought into the 1·00111. 'l,here "·as 
something almost hideot1sly fascinating about 
tl1em, and Lee bega11 to "~onder why tl1ey 
reminded him of someo11e..,.__-

'' Ah!'' the ma11 011 t.l1e in valid carriage 
gasped. as they brot1gllt l1in1 so that the foot 
of hi~ bed al1nost to1tcl1ecl Lee's chair. 

"l~e.e ! Nelson Lee! V\1e l1a,·e met agai11, 
·after all!'' 
- I-Iis voice was not mt1cl1 111ore tl1nn a ,vhis­
pcr. Already Lee felt a certain sense ·of pity 
for ~he, man, for even as he spoke a ,vild 
idea flashed through his mind. 

Surel:y it was not JJossible? Dr. !ielzer 
had fallen over tl1e cliffs on t-l1at rocky Scot­
tis11 island. Lee hi111self l1acl peered do,v11 
and see11 'his· body lying there. He k11e,v, of 
cot11·se~ that 'Leh1nar1 l1arJ got the bocly a,vay, 
bttt ·e,·er:vone co11cerned had taken it for 

gra11tcd that Dr. lle]zer l1ad met his dealli 
i11 that terriblt~ fa]J. 

No n1an could have Jived througl1 such a 
fall as tl1a t I 

'' You are ,vo11dering, '' the man 011 tl1e becJ­
carriage croaked. 1

' You thought I had bee11 
killed. But there is still something left­
something that can still think a11d desire!" 

'' ~lelzer !'' U8 gasped the name in 
,vo11der9 It needed a great deal to startle 
l1is mi11d into amHement, but the sight of 
tliis ,vrecked man before him did, for a 
mo1nent, startle him. 

., You realise wl10 I am? Yoo don't recog­
ni.-:e me as the old· Melzer?'' the man asked. 
'' This is your work, Lee I You- can look on 
me and be proud of your work. Get all tl1e 
satisfaction you can-ii will be short-lived.,, 

.. You fell over the cliff in escaping f ro:11 
justice,''. retorted Lee. ''You have no one 
to blame but yourself. You are lucky to be 
alive at all.'' 

''It was11't luck,', put in Lehman. '' \\~e 
struggled very hard to save him and )·ot1 
can see the result. Hia mind is still the mind 
of Dr. ~Ielzer, but his body is broken. He 
has lived for this moment, and he has planned 
every detnil of _your capture and ultin1ate 
end.'' 

There ,,·as something- impressive in the 
very monotony w.ith which Lehman spoke. 
Lee guessed that it was intended to impress 
hin1, and for thal reason, helpless thougl1 l1~ 
was, he determined to make light of tl1is 
talk. 

'' He must have been qt1ite busy,'' he sn.id 
lightly. '' Did you· expect 1ne to come do,vn 
to you:r 11eighbol1rhood to-day?" 

••we have watched you_ for more than three 
ri1onths, '' Lel1man said. '' We know ho\v, 
by an t111£ 01·tunate accide11t, Lord Keston 1·e­
ceived a note. I say • t1nfortt1nate,' but a.s it 
sent him to yott last night, it ,vas, perhatls, 
fortunate. We kne,v wher1 you left the Gray's 
Inn Road this morning, but -the trap had 
been prepared for you before then. Evcry­
tl1 ir1 g ""as 1·eady for yott, because we k11e\v 
tl1at soone1· 01· later you would blunder i11to 
sO1110 of ou1· schemes again.'' 

'' l\f ny I inquire jt1st where I am at 
present?,,. Lee asked the question in a 
casual, almost indifferent manner. 

.. At Missledon Hall,,, Lel1man said. ,, Y Ol~ 

thought )'Ot1 had cleared us out -mo11ths 
ago! Scotland Ynrd ordered it to be sold­
and ,ve bougl1t it agai11 ,vithin a very fe,v 
months!'' 

'' Very interesting,'' Lee commented. 
•• Listen to n1e, Nelson Lee,'' Lehman ,ver1t 

on. '' I ,vant you to kno,v the force agai11st 
,vhicl1 yot1 have clared to pit ~·ottr p1111y 
strength. Ottr orga11isation is perfect no,v. 
\\,.c have gatl1cred abol1t us n1en who of 
thcn1sclves cot1ld ot1twit all your Scotland 
Yard. As for ~yott-yott will simply dis­
app~ar ! " 

'' Yes, of co11r·se. '' Lee nodded as thot1gl1 
it ,vcre q11ite the n1ost ordinary thing in t}10 
,vorld. "You uon't anticipate any trotiblc 



a~ all? I n1ean-if Scotla~d Yard did begin 
t-:, inquire abot1t me, for instance . .'' 

'' Look at that!'' Lcl1man held before his 
eves a letter, and Lee recognised the ,,·riting 
at once. It ,vas his o,rn, a1)parently. 

He read it through. 'Il1e letter ,vas 
,i.-ritten or1 tl1e headed notepaper of the club 
of \\"hich Leo ,vas a member, and it began: 
'i"!!lly dear Harker,'' after which came a 
tc,rse, packed note in '\\'hicl1 tl1e C.I.D. man 
,Yas informed that the ,vriter ,ras going avla~y 
itnmediately, \\"ith Nipper, on an important 
mission ,vhicl1 would keep him 011t of t-he 
country for some months. 

A hint or two abot1t tl1e mission, and a 
c-tieerf ul note at the end closed the letter. 
It -vtas signed .. Nelson Lee.'' 

''""e have taken everything into account,''· 
if elzer was saying as Lee looked up. '' You 
,voutd be ready to s\\'ear that that ,•.as yottr 
O"'i\rD hand,,·riting. But we ha,~e gone further 
tl1an that. There is 110 detail ''"e l1ave over­
looked. No"'• let me tell ~~ou something of 
,vl1a t a ,,·aita l-"OU. '' 

'' I should like that,'' said Lee cheerfully. 
'' By the ,,·ay, you mentio11 Nipper in that 
letter. You are not really troubling to exert 
you_r· mighty organisation ov·er him, are you?'' 

'' He is already in ot1r hands,'' l\lelzer 
answered. 

This ,vas not the strict trutI1. It would 
l1ave been n101·e correct to say that they 
c-onfidentiy expected to have Nipper in their 
liands before tl1e night wa~ ot1t. Bttt as yet 
t lie word tl1at he \\~aa q11ite safe had not 
reached tl1em. 

.. You interest me ver_y mt1cl1, '' Lee d1·awlcd. 
'' Tell me more about your plans regarding 
rr1~rself. '' 

Almost ho appeared to be lattghing, and 
e-.-en enjol'-ing the present sitt1ation. Act11ally 
lie ,, .. as 011ly l1alf listening to \\'"hat was being 
a:\id,. though 110 noted the salient points. 

llis mind \\·as occupied cl1ieRy \\·ith his o\\·n 
r,osition, and the possibilities of getting out 
c,f it. l\Ielzer,s next ,,,.ords rnight have been 
in ans\vcr to his outspoke11 query. 

'' \: ... ou "·ill be ,vatchcd, ever~" movement, 
ni~l1t and day,'' l1e said slowlv. '' Neither 
your strengtl1 nor yotll' cunning will have 
tb.e least opportttnity of sho\ving their power. 
Y Ott will not die yet. 'l1l1ere is a pttnish .. 
1r1ent far more terrible--'' 

He ,,·as i11terrupted by· tl1e s11dden opening 
c,t the door. Basto,v had rett1rned and came 
i~11-o tl10 1'00m hurriedly. · 
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'' rri1at fellow I'm treating--' .. ! he began 
doubtfully. 

'' \\,.hat nbou t him ? " l\lelzer asked the 
question, and ng,tin his ,roice s~med to 
break before he really got to the end of 
his sentence. 

'' Gone f Made a geta,\"ay ! Just bolted­
tb:it's all I'> Basto,v spoke rosentf ullv, a1 
though annoyed at their attitude. .. 

Lehman became gal,,.anised ll"ith ne.v 
force. His face tool, a "·holly different 
aspect. The loose lips ,vere tight-pl'esaed, anti 
the lifeless ey·es de,-eloped some hint of ani­
mation. 

He ,,~ent q11ickly behind tl1e head of 
Melzer's couch-carriage, and p1lt out one 
hand to grab at Basto\v's shoulder. l\That 
he said Lee coulcl not catcl1, bt1t the repl~r 
of Ba-stow waa clear. 

''I don't h-no,,r I'' he snapped ha.ck. ''Hadn't 
the strengtl1 of an infant. I', .. e seen to that! 
But he's gone, I t.cll l'Olt ! rrhere all right 
an hour ago, and as helpless as a log. Jltst 
gettin5 him to tl1e rigl1t st.age and he's 
gonol -

'
1 The fools!'' Lehmat1 t11rned t.o ~lelzer 

for a moment. '' I'll set tl1en1 to ,vork. He 
can't go ·far. Go on explaining to him.'' 

He waved a contemptuotts hand to Le~. 
still held stiffly and soottrely in hia chair. I rl 
another moment both Lehman and Bast-O,\' 
had passed out of tl1e room .. 

Dr. Melzer, crippled and ~wertese to 
mo, .. e, was left facing Nelaon Lee, l1is bitterest 
enemy, eq11ally helpless and impotent. 

There ,,1'as sometl1ing dramatic in the sit11:.­
tion as the t,,,.o let their eyes meet eacl1 
other,s again. The wonder£ ul scientist, who 
had turned l1ra genius to t.l1e evil purposes 
which Mark Lehman planned, was alone wit.l\ 
the detecti,·e who had hitherto spoiled hi~ 
plans, and to•night tl1e in,-estigato1· \\'as the 
prisoner of the helpless criminal. 

''So yo11r plans get a trifle upset at times!'' 
L~e asked smilingly. 

Inwardly he felt a little thrill passing 
through him. All the time he had been in 
this room his eyes had been at ,~ork, and 
now a faint, almost vag11e hope was touching 
bis mind. . 

'' Pah I Do you kno,v tl1e man? Do 70n 
know tl1e state he is i11? '' ?tielzer sneered. 
'' He has riot tl1e strength of a child. He is 
as incapable of harm ns yo11 are!'' 

'' Y 0L1 \\"ill recapture l1im quite easilj' p 

then?" Lee aeked, but both he and his chait 
• were moving. 

L EE, looking at Lel1n1an, sa,v the faint His legs ,vere bound qt1ite securely to the 
look of anger flusl1 i11to l1is heavy eyes. legs of tl10 chair, but his feet ",,ere eqt1all v 
The loose ja,vs closed aj he turned to firm on tl1e floor. By using his toes as a 
.stare at the intruder. But Bastow lever, and exercising trie "'hole of hi& body, 

ll\'as apparently qttite 11nimp1 .. essed. he ·managed to ,1rork the chair in a jigging 
''Say!'' He ejaculated tl1e ,,!'ord a1most sort of way. 

f1~ainti,,.ely, and looked at Lcl1man anxiously. ''\\1e shall get l1im \1\·ithin-don't do that!,. 
'· J ltst a minute, chief. It's important.'' 1'-lelzer .spolce commandingly a& Lee got 

""That is it?'' Lehman did not move as more ,vay on his chair. 
li~ made the demand. '' l\Iy -dear Melzer,'' Lee protested, 11 yo,; 

Basto,v l1esit,ated for a n1oment and looked · don't expect me to sit still all t.his time wi"~t 4 

f ro1n Lee to Lehman, a11d tl1en. to l\1eJzer, 011t some att.empt to re.Ii eve tl1e painful ten­
doubtful "~hetl1er h~ ought to speak. &ion! Hav·e you e,·er suffered from cramp!'~ 
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By ·no,v the chair \\"as rocltir1g and ,vas 
,vorking along in the direction of the small 
table at the side of the room. 

''-If you dor1't stop I'll get someone in to 
make you I''· l\Ielzei- warned hiin. 

'' Will you?'' Lee kept on still rocki11g. 
'' I ,vish _you \\"011ld ! Can you get someone 
in to rt1b my hands? Oh!'' 

He gave a littlo exclamation of pain, and 
his chair rocked even more dangerously. 

''This is ·horrible!" Lee cried ot1t. '' Can't 
)'OU ri_ng a bell, l\Ielzer? Get som_eone in to 
rio something for n1e. I ,vant to listen to all 
your explanations. I ca11 stand 1nost tl1ings, 
bt1t cramp-oh I', 

His chair almost ]ef t the grot111d, and Lee 
,,·as panting with the exertion of t.he violent 
exercise and his efforts to -keep talking. 

Then, just as it v.as quite near the table, 
the chair and its helpless capti,·e toppled side­
\Ya)-a. 

For Nelson Lee that ,Yas the critical 
mome11t. He wot1ld hav~iven anything for 
a f e,v ext.ra pot1nds of pressltre to be applied 
as the back of the chair, to which he ,vas 
hin1Self tied, struck tl1e edge ol the tabl~. 

It strucl, in sucl1 a manner tl1at tho light 
and fairly low tab]e also lt1rched for,,'ard. 
\Vith a desperate effort, Lee managed to 
g1l·e an extra le,·cr ,vith l1is right foot, Eo 
that the chair f ottnd support for a moment 
011 the top-side edge. 

Another momc11t and the table had slid 
f or,vnrd so tl1at both chair and table were 
sttpporting each other. Then they both lost 
their balance and fell. 

Lee ,vas lying on his side, still a prisoner 
and possibly more helpless tl1a11 ,vJ1en he "·as 
upright. 

''I say, l\Ielzer ! '' J1e called. '' Get someone 
along! This is absolt1tely impossible!'' 

E VERY nerve and sense i11 11is body ,vas 
alert and ,vorking at its fullest pres­
st1re. 'l'he. ,vl1ole incident, f1-om the 
tiri1e: \Y l1en ho started to jerk the chair 

a1011g as a c11re for his cramp to the time 
,vl1en he lay on the floor near tl1e over· 
tt1rned table, had take11 only a fe,v seconds. 

Yet i11to his mind a dozen different points 
1111d ftashed clt1ring that period, all bearing 
011 the big gamble he ,vas no,v making. 

J.!Ielzer ,vas not near a bell, and he could 
not move tl1e carriage on ,, .. hich he lay. 
Could he call )ou<l1y enot1gl1 to attract atten­
tion? Wottld he discove1· Vlhnt was in Lee's 
1r1ind? But he ,vas bot111d to do that 
e,·entuallv. And 110,v lo11g ,,1ol1ld Lchma11 
or even "Bastow bo before tl1ey came back 
to this room. 

Already, Lee hacl seen the object for ,,·hich 
110 had perfo1·med this feat. On the table 
l1ad lain tl1e lcnifo \Vi t.h ,vhich Basto,v had 
carried out his little t.ri1nming, and it lay 
110,v nbout a foot a,vay from Lee's head, but 
011 the floor. 

'' Y ot1 can stay tl1ere I'' 
llelzer, from 11is positio11, could only just 

se(i the bent form of the detective still trussed 
to the cl1air

1 
· · - · - - -

' ' It's abst1rd !''!, Lee gaiped. '' I tell yot1, 
lielzer. I'll go n1ad if yott don't do some-
tl1i11g ! '' , 

Again, e,-e11 a~ he spoke, 110 n1ade another 
effort. It forced him to,vards the knife, bt1t 
a little back,varcls. Another cff ort was ncce:;­
sa ry, and the11 again he had to force himself 
just a little further forward. · 

His arms ,vere bound f1·om elbow to v.·riEt 
to tl1e chair, bttt part of his hands at · all 
eve11ts protrttded jt1st heyo11d the ends of the 
arms of the chair. Bastow, with his superior 
kr10,vledge, had arranged that. 

Lee's finger.s on his rigl1t hand gripped tl1e 
knife at last. He clung to it grimly;· but 
qt1ickly 1nnde ar1 effort to t,vist him.self, lest 
~lelzer sl1ot1ld disco,,,cr what he was doing. 

In this, ho,\"c,~er, he failed. Melzer had 
been ,vatching ,vith 1nore than ordinary in­
terest his latest evolutions. At first the plea 
of cramp "·as so obviously true, and it was 
also eqt1ally plain that Lee could do nothing, 
that ~Ielzer had merely felt a touch of 
pleast1re tl1at his enemy ,vas already begin-
111ng ·to feel some 1ninor torments. · 

No,v, howe·ver, he caught the slight flasl1 
as 1 ... ee t,visted the knife i11 his fingers. 

Jnstantly, ~Ielzcr called ot1t: 
''Help! Quick-help J Ah-h-rr-h !'' 
llis cry broke off in a ho1·rible, long-drawn_ 

gasp. 
Nor col1ld Lee do a11yt.hing ,vit.h the knife 

i11 l1is fingers. He leaned forward a11d 
gripped it ,vitl1 his teeth. In this position 
he pressed the blade firmly on to the cord 
j11st abo, .. e his ,vrist. 

There had been one dramatic moment ,,·hen 
tl1e t'\\·o ,,·ere left alone in the room together, 
btit it paled in comparison with the tense 
ag·ony of doubt ,, .. hich filled their minds at 
this critical stage. 

::\Ielzer ,Yas g<tgping, and a noise cnme from 
l1is throat; but it ,vas voiceless. It '\\'Ottld 
11ot carry be:rond tl1e confines of that room. 

JJec ,vas gripping fiercely on the knife, and 
exerti11g all the p:rcss11re his head ,vot1ld give 
as l1e forced- the blade across the tight cord. 
It stabbeti his ltand, bttt in his fierce anxiety 
to acco1111Jli.sl1 his task the pain n1erely actecl 
as a SJJttr. 

At Jnst I Ile .f clt the cord loosen, and 
heard tl1e f ai11t s11ap as t.ho last strand yielded 
to tl1e blade. A ,vrench and a certain 
a111ot111t of p11lli11g released his right nrm. 
By no,v he ,vns scnrccly conscio11s of that 
gl1astly sot1r1d ,vhicl1 came from l\felzcr's 
th1·oat. 

His hand J1nd sec11red the knife again, and 
t.he l~cen blade ,vas ripping at the bonds 
abo11t his cl1est. Ilis Jeft ha11d Y:as free in 
a n1oment or t,vo, and then came the cord 
about his legs. Lee struggled to his feet, 
stil] clutching the knife free I 

~~s he stood upright he cat1ght sigl1t <?f 
Melzer, impote11t., and almost mad in his 
inability to stop his enemy. Wl1en he saw 
Lee rise it acted as a check on his ft11-y. 
He ceased to try to call ot,t, and lay back 
for a n1oment a~ thol.1gl1 ~Q tc-st!. 

'-' I-Icl p 1 '!-. 
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~ He did not rry out very loadly, but it was had been in this same place, -hn~ it was 
\ qt1ite clear and distinct i11 comparison ,,·ith changed in some lvay since that time. 

his recent efforts. · The great wide doors were open, and he 
'. Lee stepped to his side instantly. ran towards them, trying to catclt the so11 ~d 

'' Stop it, lfclzer ! '' he said quietly. 11 I'd of alarm ,vhicl1 Bastol\' \\·as certain to rais~. 
1-iate t.o use my strength on yot1 no,v, bt1t you AB he reached· t.he door t,,,o other figt1rc., 
1t1t1st not do that! Ke~p q11iet !'' ~11ddenly loomed 11p in front of him, a11d ht, 

For a time, at all eve11ts, his threat had brought l1is ,vcapon up instantly. 
tlie desir~d effect. ~felzer ~losed. his _eyes ~11d One of them Ile did not kno,v, but the 
£C~ted his l1ead_ on. the p1!low be_hi_nd h1!11• shorter of tl1e t,vo \\Fas l\Iark Leitman l1im-­
Eit.l1!r ho ,vas afraid to risk calli~g again, eelf. Ho .sa,v Lee jttst ns tl1e latter jun1ped 
o~ his last efforts l1ad used tip all his reserve for,,,.ard, and ga, .. e a sudden yell. 
-0r energJ" • . . " \.,. ellam-q11ick l t, Lehman himself jumped 

As for Nelson Lee, lie felt a certain amoltnt ha.ck before tl1e a,·alanche lYhicl1 \\"ftS rttsli. 
of satisfac~ion i11 l1is present position, bt1t he ing ttpon him. ''Shoot!,, 
,~:a.3 not r1oto11~Iy content. -~e. \Yas not out Nelson Lee steadied l1imself for an instant 
of clanger j·et-, but he had l11s limbs free. and decided -to settle l\'itn tlJe · man \\'ho 11:td 

He stepped qt1ickly to the door and opened been called \Tellam first of alll 
it. Pa11sing for a moment, he listened i11-
tcrltlJ', b11t t.he house seemed strangely quiet. 

lie decided to leave this room, at any rate. 
a~lcl closed t.l1e door behir1cl him. Even as 
l1e did so, he could hear· l\Ielzer's ,,.oice again, 
f,r,t. it ,vas doubtft1l if it ,vould carry ,·ery 
f.1r. 

\\!hat co11rse ~l1ould lie take no,v? 
Sl1ould lie make tl1e at.t.empt to get out 

~r1(l a,vay from the pla<'e as qt1ickly as pos­
;-;ilJlc? Or sl1ould he seek l1iding in the house 
itself, in tl1e ho{>e, not 911lJ" of learning more, 
1_,ut also of finding out ,,1Phere Nipper ,,·as? 

ilalf a dozen factors flashed into his mind, 
t~•.re11 ,\·hile 110 stood for n moment or two 
j ttst Olttsido :the door. Tl1en t-he question 
,,~as decided foi· him. Ile heard tl1e sound 
of footsteps,· a11d decided on instant action, 
~i11ce there '""as no possible chance of finding 
a l1iding-placo 11ea1· at ha11d. And from 
i 1!side tl1c roo1n ~1elzer' s , .. oice \ras still croak• 
i11~ out its call for help. 

He steppecl quickly for\\·ard into the full 
light of the co1·ridor. & be had guessed 
.from tl1e sound, there TI"as only one man, and 
l1e ,,,as ,vitl1in a couple of yard; of the de· 
tecti,·e as he stepped ot1t. 

It ,,?as Basto,v, evidently coming tip to see 
.if all ,vent ,vcll ,vith ?.lelzer and his prisoner. 
Ile stopped dead as the apparition of Nelson 
Lee· burst on his \·ision. 

'' Gee-,,·hiz ! ,, Even in his astonishment 
Basto\v felt it necessary to give , .. oice to it. 
~{Nelson--'' . 

Then Lee had jumped for,,,ard, and h!s 
!\rn1 shot out. The blo,v ~aught Bastow fair 
a.11d sqt1are, and . he s.imply to~led over. 
'11l1is ,,ras the sort of thing for \Yh1ch he had 
11.ot been p1·eparcd. 

The next moment Lee l1ad dropped for .. 
\Ttlrd on his man, his knee robbing him oi 
a11y breath that might still be in his b"ody. 
\\;hen he rose, after barely a couple of 
second's search, the dete~t.ive had added 
another weapon to the solitary knife he still 
possessed. 

,. It was a very useft1l automatic ,vhich he 
h!ld taken from Basto,v, and qt1ite conceiv• 
ably it·-might aid him <Considerably before the 
night ,,,aB ot1t. 

He dashed down two Bights of stairs and 
[0L1nd himself in the hal~. l\lonths ago he 

CHAPTER 5. 
The Secret. 

T flE t,,·o men Nipper had seen approach• 
ing the house ,vl1ere ho crouched \\"'ith 
De11is I)almain halted close to the open 
,vindo,v, and the youngster cnt1gbt 

snatches of t.l1eir conversation. He gathered 
tl1at they ,vere 01\t h11nt.ing for someone ,-..,ho 
had escaped, and that Nelson Lee had been 
ambusl1ed and captured in that same hottSe. 

Fortunately they did not think fit to enter 
the l1owse then, but decided that tl1e man 
they sougl1t ,vonld be somewhere in the 
,,,·ood. Consequently tl1ey · sheered off and 
disappeared in tl1e de11se shado,vs beneath 
tl1e trees. 

-'' It's hard lttck, '' Nipper muttered, more 
to himself than his companion. '' " 1e'll have 
to find some ,vav out of this mess.,, .. 

' ' \,
1hat is hard luck?'' Denis Dalmain had 

caught the words and was beginning to tako 
a real interest in the- g·ame once more. 

Nipper told l1im what he feared had ha1)· 
pened to the guv'nor, judging by the con­
versation he !1ad overheard. 

'' Looks as t.hot1gh tl1ey'd come back to 
Missledon Hall again,'' tl1e youngster added. 
'' Think of the cheek of it l Lehman coming 
back to the same place " 7 e cleared llelzer 
out oft 1,11 bet lielzer wouldn't have dared 
to con1e near the place.'' 

Denis Dnlmain did not follo\V most of tl1e 
ref crences, but he was able to confirm th& 
fact that it ,vas at )iiissledon Hall v..,here ht 
had been ke1Jt prisoner. 

'' You"ve had a pretty rough time 7 ' 1 Nipper 
asl,ecl '' \"\That happened exactl7, Dal-- I 
mean, your l\Iajesty, of course. Only-,vell, 
it's l1ard to feel polite and proper and re• 
member the right things, isn't 1t,, \Yhen you're 
in a tight comer like tl1is? ,, 

''I am Denis Dalmain,•' the young man 
in the corner of the room answered. &t1d 
there was a tiny_ note of humour in his voice 
l\"'hich cheered Nipper. 

'' But you were a king,'' Nipper oer .. 
eisted. -
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.. I hope 1- still am-i11 Dal111ania," came the '' And tl1ey'v:e• gone -on ever since, trying 
ans,ver. '' \Vhy do you say that? Tell me. all sorts of fa11cy --Btunts, I suppose?" Nipper 
\Vhat is the ne,vs of 1ny country?'' asked. "I've 1net them before, but they wed 

'' There isn't any, really,'' Nipper to ha,·e a cl1ap in the gang who_ was a 
ans\\"ered. '' That's ,vhy I wondered just regt1la1· ,vonder ,vith drugs and thit1gs of 
,vl1at had l1appened to you. There's a sort that sort. Tl1ey say he's tl1e chap who really 
of rumour that the king has abdicated, and invented poison gas. He's gone now, so they 
there's a ne,v Government, you know; but probably won't be qt1ite so clever.'' 
they are carrying on. They don't seenl to · '' I don't know,'' · Denis Dalmain said in 
kno,v what has happ_ened to the king. Of a puzzled voice. '' I think, perhaps, that is 
course, if old Lehman has been stage-manag- ,vhat tl1ey ,ve1·e trying to do with me to 
ing the business, they ,vouldn't kno,v.'' poison me in son10 ,vay. I got weaker on the 

'' Ho,v long did all this occur?'' Dalmain boat, and they kept b1·inging medicine to 
asl(ed. me, but I alwa:ys hated medicine. I used to 

'' Abot1t a fortnigl1t or so ago, I think,'' get rid of it at times, bt1t sometimes I · had 
Nipper ansv.'ered. "You ,vere in your o,vn to take it "·he11 they ,vere there.'' 
country tl1en, I suppose. 1 ' 

' 'I sukpose so,'' the ot.her mused. 1'1t all ' 1 And tl1ey'd ,vorry you all tho time, of 
d I Collrse '· ,, sc·ems li e an evil rea111 to me. wa11t to 

try and piece it together agai11. l\ly uncle '' They came t.o me nearly every day and 
died suddenly, and I had se11t for \Volfram said t~at I ,vas very ill and wanted me to 
to take his place. It ,vas late evening when tell then1 ai1ything I thought ought to be 
he came. I remember. -.:,- attended to. Al1 the time I knew that it 

'' There was somctl1ing pect1liar about \Vol- '"85 pai·t of some plot, bt,t I never qtiito 
Cram that night. Ho has been one of my understood it. Then we reached England." 
very good friends since I was a boy. B11t '' You scribbled a note to Lord l{~ton? '' 
11e ,vas stiff and stilted, and n~er called, me asI~cd Nippcl'. 
by the name he al,vays used ~~hc11 ,ve ,vcre .. Yes. I heard someone ta]lcing and saying 
alone together.,, tl1ey ,vere glad to ho l1ack in England. I 

Denis Daln1nin paused, as though struggling ,,,as taken to a car, and at one place they 
to recollect somethino-. got Ollt for a timb. It ,,,as then that I 

'' I f t '' I q b·tt 1 •1 I f Jt h t managed to ,,,.1·itc that note, thot1 rrh they orgc , 1e sa1<1 1 er y. e ttr , . . . ,1 ~ 
I kno,v, and decided not to entrust the- 1mag1ned I v.~as still nsleep. 
certain important secrets to him that night. - '' I kno,v something about tl1at note,''· 
Perhaps l1e had been drinking, though I Nipper told l1im. '' As a matter of fact, that's 
had never kno,vn him to do so before.'' ho,v I con1e to be here. And that's ,vhy the 

"More likely it was one of Lehman's men gl1v'nor-- Hallo! 'Sh!'' 
n1ade ~1p to look lil.:e your f1'iend,'' inter- He had been sitting alongside his com• 
jectPrf Nipper. panion, bt1t rose q11ickly and quietly as a 

''But I clon't kno,v Lehman;' Dalmain st1flden sound reac11ed them. 
an.s,vered. '' Wl10 is ho? How could he Tl1e 11ext 1110111ent l10 heard tl1e ,vindo,v of 
}{110,v tliat I inte11dcd sending for \Volfram ?'' tl1e kitcl1en pushed up. It ,,,.us not dono 

~, I can't explain that,'' Nipper ans,,.,.erecl. gently or cat1tiol1slj1 • \Vl1oever tl1e intrt1der 
'' :J)ut I expect he did k11ow, and that's ,vhat ,vas, 11c expected to find tho place empty, a11d 
happened. He sent s01nebody in \Volfra111's .,vas · not h1111ti11g for anyone. 
Jllace, expecting you'd give hin1 tl1e secret. So rnuch flasl1ed into Nipper's mind ns ho 
Yo11 didr1't. Perhaps you told this chap ,,7ol- stepped 11earer tl1e ,vindo,v. The man \\'"as 
frarn that you ,verc11't goi11g to tell him through in record time, and oven ,vl1ile 
cvervthi11g tl1at night?'' Nipper rai~ed his ,, .. eapon and prepared to 
. ''Yes, .. yes! I remember no,v. ,t Dalmain flash l1is 1a111p tl10 ,vindo,v had been closed 

. spQke with a note of exciteme11t. 0 I ,vas again. 
doubtful abo11t \Volfram, ~n<l told him ,,?e It ,, .. as tl1e11 tl1at Nipper acted, ,vaiti11g 
,vottld leave the matter over for a day 01· 11r1til tl1e 111a11 l1ad slid forward along the 
t,,·o. He rose to go. and I tl1ink 110 pointed table. 
to something on the table. I bent do\vn to '' Don't 1no,·c ! '' 11e snapped. '' I'll fire--'' 
look at it-and something happened.'' No,v Ni1Jpe1· ,vas no child in the matter of 
_. ,. He probably struck you,'' Nipper said. holding a rna11/ up, but he was quite un­
,, That's a pleasant ,vay Lehman's gang have prepared for tho swift action of this ne,v 

-,vhen they can't get things quite their o,vn OJJponcnt. His arm had flashed out in the 
\\·ay. Probably they ,vere in league with darkness, striking Nipper's hand whicl1 
somebody over there, or tl1ey'd fixed every- gri1Jped the revolver so that even had he· 
thir1g ttp so that they could manage the job fired it ,,·ould l1ave gone harmlessly into tl1e 
,vithot1t any interference. Where did yot1 ceiling. 
find yourself ,vhen you ,vakened ?'' 'l,he next i11stant tl1e hand seized his wrist 

'' On board a boat,'' Dalmai11 said. '' They in a grip that ,-.;as paralysi11g in its intensity. 
told me I was dying, ancl that \Volfram ,vas 'fhe revolve1· clattered to the ground. 
there waiting to hear a11y message I hacl So did Nipper. But not before be had 
to give hi1n. They se11t him into the cabin I :yelled ot1t qtlickly. 
v;as in---but it ,vas not \Volfram. I '\\·as st11~e '' No,,,., Daln1ain ! Get your gun! Lend a 
-quite sure of it tl1en·. ''· hand 1 '' 



His opponent had jttSt' pusl1ed l1is knee into 
Nipper's chest and v.·as t,visting 11is arms 
rottnd in a perfect fury of st.rengt.h. Then, 
as Nipper yelled out, a "·ild idea i11 his mind 
tl1at he would either frigl1ten the man or 
even gain l1elp, he felt his fall s,viftly 
(hecked. . 

"Hold up, young 'un ! Trying to scare the 
life out of n1e ! Whe1·e,s your ligl1t ?'' 

It had gone to the floor in that first sudden 
TLlSl1, but Nipper found it quickly and turned 
it 011. As he flashed the rnys 1nto the face 
of his late opponent he still felt half dazed 
from his recent conflict. 

'' Guv'nor I'' He gasped tl1e 1,vord out, then 
felt he wanted to la11gh. 
· Nelson Lee himself stood before l1im, a 

little smile playing about his lips as thotlgh 
tl1is was quite an amusing incident. 

'''\-ou gave me a shock, J,"Ot1ng 'un,'' Lee 
said, as he took the light from Nipper and 
tt1rr1ed it on to him. '' Knocki11g the ,vind 
ot1t of me, and -thro\\'ing ~yot1rs~lf at me in 
tl1rit fashio11. You want to be more gentle 
fn :rour methods. B11t 110\\,. did ~,.ott manage 
to get here?'' 

'' L~ame to find yot1 ! '' Nipper ,vas lat1gh-
• 
111g no,v. 

Tl1ey migl1t still be i11 n tight corner, b11t 
,Yith the gt1v'nor here there cot1ld11't be· ar1y 
possible doltbt abo11t the end of tl1is game. 

'' And I',re fottnd 3:otl i118tead,'' Lee re­
torted. '' Arid ~,.our frie11d ?'' 

''Mr. Denis Dalmain,'' said Nippet\ ,vitl1 
jt1st a tot1cl1 of pride in his ,-oice. '' He's the 
ki11g of Dalma111a, realll', gttv'nor; but that's 
tl1e name lie prefers at . present.'' 

~'Ali! Good!'' Lee had already ,valked 
o\·er to tl1e corner a11d allo,ved his light to 
il!u1ni11e the n1a11 ,Ylto \\·as 110,v sitting up­
ri o-l1 t. 

'1, This sce111s to be a bad 11igl1t f-0r them 
at ~1issledon Hall,'' Lee said. ''They are 
11ot l1unting for )rou at present, l\Ir. Dalmain. 
I',re seen something of tl1e me11 as I came 
tl1ro11gh tl1e \\,.oods. I \eft tl1e Hall myself 
50ma,vhat hurriedl:y. \\l"hnt, nbo11t :yot1, 
Nip11er? }lave you ·been ·tl1ere this e,rer1-
ir1g ?'' 

'· Not nearer than this cottage, gu,T'nor,'' 
Nipper ans,vered. 

'' Tell me ,,,.hat happe11ed. I thi11l< tl1at's 
tlie best thing to do before l\~e start to tallt 
about plans. We'll l1ave a better idea of 
\vh~re we stand. It ,,·on,t be qt1ite a safe 
,valk to the hotel where we left tl1e car jt1st 
~tet. Too many people about." 

'' And l1'0ll wouldn't find YOllr c~r if yott 
""·ent, guv,nor,'' Nipper added. They'\"e 
got t-hat to their credit at present.'' . 

He ,,rent on to explain all that had hnp .. 
11e11ed to him, and how lie f 011nd l1imself 1n 
l1is present plight, and in retttrn Lee told 
l1ow he had been captured and how he had 
111ade his escape. 

." So they are still ht1nti11g for yot1 ?'' asked 
Nipper. 

"I imagine t-hey are still l1t1nting for the 
t.l1ree of us,'' Lee retort.ed, •• This isn't a 

· very healthy place for. llS to stay in1 Nipper .. .,, 
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! '\\~hat do ~'Ot1 propose to do no,v, tl1en? ,, 
his as.~ista11t asked.. '' I don't think tho -kinr.­
-Mr. Dalmair1-is i11 a fit stnte to do an\:'. 
tl . . l t '' .. 11ng ,~10 en .• 

'' No.'' Lee·- spoke almost to himself. 
'' St.ay l1ere for a time, Nipper, \\·ill yot1 ! 
I'm going to explore tl1is place, if possible. 
Give me the t1st1al call if yott hear anything.'• 

The detective \\Tent off down tl1e narro\v 
passage, '\\"hich led to tJ1e front of t-he house, 
bt1t exploration under present. circum&tancea 
",.as some\\,.hat difficult. N o,v and again h~ 
used the lamp, bttt only ,rl1e11 he felt it ,,ras 
quite safe. In the 1~00ms tl1e light of tl10 
moon \\"a3 sufficient to give him all the i11 .. 

iormation he vranted. 
As he stood on the l.a11di11g t1pstnirs, j't1st 

otttside otle of tl1e bed-rooms, he noticed tho 
panel let in the ceiling abo,re his he~d. It 
gave lhe touch of i11spiration to the idea 
Y."hich had been in l1is mi11d, and in a fe,v 
1nome11t.s he l1ad fotind a s1nall t.able on lrhicla 
he climbed. 
_ The trapdoor or 11n11el ,,, l1ich allo\ved c~rt. 

trance to the space u11der the roof \\"a& easily 
mo,:ed, and Lee pulled l1imself 11p i11 orde1' 
to ha,·e a good look rot111d. 

There \\'aB quite a good-sized spare bet\veen 
the rafters and the ceiling, and a qt1ick in­
spectio11 satisfied the detect.i,~e tl1nt it ,vou1d 
at least afford a tempo1·ar,~ J1iding-place. He 
returned to the kitchen ns speedily as pos- -
sible and explaitled l1is iclea to Nipper •. 

Lee hi1nsclf proposed to get a \Y al· from the 
cott.age . as quickll· as po~ible nf ter he l1ad 
made f airl.}' certai11 Qf the safety of Denis 
Dalmain and Nipper. It was better that ltis 
assistant should stay on, both from tl1e point 
of , .. ie,v of safety and of bci11g at har1d ir1 
case an}'tl1ing ,,,ent \\"rong ,,·itl1 Dalmain. 

'' You'll be a·ble to ha,·c v,ater to drink, 
and that's abottt all," Lee said. ''There 
l\"on't be anything i11 tl1e food line, I,m 
afraid, tho1.1gh I ,visl1 tl1ere , .... ere. Dalmain 
\\·ants somethjng prett.J" badly, I fanc:y· .. " 

"And :}'OU 11 get to London?'' aslted 
Nipper. 

'' A1l being ,•..-eli, I shall get tl1ere some .. 
l1ow before morning,'' the detecti\re said. 
'' WJ1at ~,.ou've got to do u, to hang on l1ere 
t1ntil I ret11rn. Then I think all OLtr troubles 
lrill be o,,.er. If we can't stam1l out Lchmar1 
and bis ga11g after tliat-,,,.ell, l1e's eve11 
better organised than I've given l1im credit 
for, and I'm not t1nderrating l1is po,,·er just. 
at present.'' 

They di.sctissed details. So far there had 
not been any sotind or sign of tho men wlw 
were still presumably l1unti11g tl1em, arid Leo 
flattered himaelf that they had take11 a leaf 
out of Lehman's book in remaining in th" 
very place where lie himself had sufferell 
temporary defeat. 

'' B11 t we'll get 11pstairs nO\\', '' Lee said n t 
last. '·\\1e'll l1nve to get Dal~ain up into 
the roof as best we can, but it's tl1e safe.st 
plan.'' 

For tl1e next tv.'enty minute~ or so botl1 
Nipper a11d Lee \\'C1,e f airlJ· bt1sy arrangirtg 
the sp!\ce under tl1e roof so that its t.em ... 
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I)Orary occt1pants \'\~ould have a certain 
an1ot111t of con1fort. 

Once or t,vice dt1ring tl1ic tir11e tl1ey l1eard 
the sig11al~ of Lchmar1's n1e11, ,vl10 were 
evidently still scarchi11g tl1e ,voods, but t11e 
l1ouse was free from a11y visits. 

The task of getting Denis Daln1ain up 
tl1rough tl1e n1anho1e in the ceiling ,vas riot 
an easy one. Ilis efforts on l1is own behalf 
,vere ludicrottsly .. ,veak and spasmodic, and 
Lee wa5 impl'esged afresh with the necessity 
for getti11g him under proper medical care 
as soon as possible. 

They managed the task at last. One or 
t,vo odd, cushions and pillo,Ys had been clis­
creetly removed f ron1 tl1e l"ooms belo,v, a 
supply of ,vater· \\"as brought up, and every 
possible detail wl1icl1 ,,·ould make the sojour11 
here fairly comfortable ,vas attended to 
before tl1e detective decided to leave tl1em. 

''I sl1all be back as soon as I can,'' he told 
~ipper. '' But it 111ay ti!J_ie some tin1e tD­
morro,v morning to fix ----=lllJ cverythiI\g, so 
don't worry. Just sticl{ it ar1d keep Dalmai11 
~ts cl1eerful as )'OU can." 

'' Y<>11 ar~ 11ot afraid old Leh1nan will 
l1ave any 110\\'-fangled stt111t ot1t for. you, 
gt1v'nor ?'' Niflper askecl, ,vit l1 a faint tot1cl1 
of concer11 i11 his yoice. "I mean-he's a 
de111011 ! " 

'' I shan't r11n a11y risks," saicl Lee qt1ietly. 
'' I want to get this job settled. \\1 e'Jl start 
on Leh111ar1 ancl l1is gang later.'' 

He tttrnerl to go, but Denis Daln1ain, ,vl10 
,vas lyi11g do\vn some Ji ttle distance f t1rthcr 
alo11g, calJcd to him. 

'' Before :yott go, 1\Ir. Lee,'' J1e begged, 
'' l'<l like to give lrott a n1essage-in case 
anytl1i11g happc11s to Ille in tl1e 11ear future." 

'' I don't tl1i11l, it ,viii,'' Leo ans,vered him 
,vith a 11ote of cl1eerfulncss. ''Don't you 
,vorry abot1t that, ~.Ir. Dalrnai11. l3ut ,vl1at 
is tl1e r11essage 7'' 

'' I'1n riot droppi11g out of t.l1e fight yet! 
Only-I ougl1t to safcgttard the interests of 
<lthers, ancl to clo tl1a t I ar11 goi11_q to break 
even tl1e Ja,vs of 111y o,vn cot111trj.,.. '' 

Ho stoppe{l for a 111on1,'Jnt, and then n1ade 
a slight n1otio11 ,vitl1 l1is l1ar1d to indicate 
that he ,-.ished the cletective to bc11d nearer. 
I"'ee kr1elt by his side a11d be11t Ior,vard a 
little. 

"Listen, Lee,'' Da1111ai11 had taker1 hold of 
l1is J1and. "Dalma11ia l1as a secret trea.st1re 
l1011se. It .i:; the rcsPrve ,v l1ich 111y nncestor9 
bt1ilt ltp and accun111lated in case of ,var. 
I•~rom t.imo to ti1ne, even before my coming, 
it l1as beer1 dra,,·n upon, only to be added 
to later. 

'' 011ly t,vo people in tl1e l{ingdoin ever 
k110,v tl1e ft1ll sccret-tl1e king and his cl1an­
cellor. Others kno,v 6omething· of it, but it 
is a ,~ery ,vonclerf ul treasure.'' 

He pt1llecl J.,ce a littlo f ul'ther for,vnrd a11d 
began to recite i11 a clear ,vhisper and speak• 
iug v<?ry slo\v]y. And all the time his eyes 
v.,· erc fixcrl on the cleteeti vo. 

At first Lee \YU~ te1nptcd to stop hi1n, I-Ia 

had 110 desire to possess a secret of t11is 
nature, but Dalmain ,,·e11t on ,vith so mucl1 
earnestness, and '\\"ith such evident effort to 
make each point clear a11d impressive, that 
the detecti,re cor1centrated his memory on the 
task. · 

It ,Ya.9 n1orc than five n1inutes before 
Daln1ain ceased ,,·hispering. 

• 

Nelson Lee helped the wounded king to the side ol 
mass or people-a mass ripe for rev~ 

'' Yott ,,?ill 1·e111ember it?'' he asl{ed, "·l1e!l 
]10 l1acl finisl1ed the rccitntior1. 

·' U 11til yo11 are safely back in yot1r o,vn 
cou11try a11d l1ave chosen ~~ot1r cl1ief cou11-
sel1or, I sl1all remember it,'' Lee ans\\·erccf. 
'' rl~he11 I shall fo1·get it." 

1-Ic ro~e f ro11.1 l1is k11ee] i ng position, nncJ 
sn1ilecl across at Nipper, -,vho ,vas t.trugglir1~ 
t<J fit up a sl1acled lig·l1t ,vhich dimJy illttn1ined 
the place tl1ey ,vere in. 

'' C!ood-b)·e, NiJJper !'' -r.ee c·al!ed qt1ictly. 
'· I'll be a1ong· here agai11 soon!.'! 

1 
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He let himself down throt1gh the mar1hole, 
arid Nipper, standing above hin1, ca1·eft1lly 
replaced the boarding. 

Lee himself took the table on which they 
had climbed up to the ceiling back to it9 
original position again. Then he descended 
tl1e stairs and prepared for the work before 
him. 

: the ·balcony, and they both looked down on the surging 
>Ii. ·''Speak to them ! ' 1 whispered Lee. 

CHAPTER 6. 
The Fight on the Stairs. 

F OR some considerable ti1ne after Nelson 
Lee had left tl1c1n, Nippei- and Denis 

Dal1nain kept ,.,,ery qttiet. Every 
mo111ent Ni1Jpcr expected to hear the 

so11r1d of l)eoplc c11tcring tl1e house, bt1t hours 
~:-cen1e«i to 11ass by before tl1e sile11ce ,vas dis-
turber). · 

... t\t Inst., 110 f a11cied l1e co11ld hear the sonnd 
of so111eor1e 111ov ing-a11d they ,verc struggling 

to lift t1p the ,vooden par1elling "' hicl1 covered 
the 1na11hole. 

Nipper crept for,vard cautiously, bttt ,vitl1 
ali the speed he dare muster. He reached 
it just as the panelling ,vas pt1shed back, 

Quickly the :you11gstcr summed up l1is 
chances. He had no idea who the intruder 
might be, but it ,vas fairly safe to assume 
that it was one of Lehman's men. In which 
case it was a hur1dred to one t.l1at there ,vcre I 
others with. him. 

'' Desperate measures to•night !'' Nipper de• 
cided, and '\"aited for the man to sho,v hia 
face. 

It came up st1ddenly. The man had taken 
a little leap to aid him i11 tl1e levering pa1·t 
of the game, and l1e gave ~ jerk so tl1at 
aln1ost in the same motion he was sitting on 
the edge of the manhole. 

And in that insta11t Nitlper pressed l1is re• 
volver alma.st i11to the man's face a11d 
Bashed tho torch 011 to him. 

Then, £01· the second time that 11ight, 
Nipper l1nd a /Jeasant shock. The light re­
\rcalcd an ol , familiar face. I11spcctor 
Harker, of the 0.1.D., ,vas bli11king undet 
tl10 1·ays. 

'' llr. IIarker !'' Nipper felt he ,vantcd to 
laugh. '' \VI10 exJlected )'"OU? Ho,v did l?Ott 
g~t here? It's Nipper. Have a look!'' 

He tt1r11cd tl1e ligl1t ou to hin1self ancl tl10 
revol vcr ,,·as lowered. 

'' \Veil, l-I'1n blessed!'' Harkc1· .was even 
more surprised. 

He ,vas also very pleased. Nearly tl1rco 
ho11rs ago he had set out i11 a stato of great 
interest and hopefulness. ·it had bec11 diHi­
ct1lt to follow all · that Lee had said on the 
'pl1one, but certain facts ,vere quite clear, 
arid they were qt1ite e11ough to set the blooJ 
tingling i11 Ha1·ker's veins. 

801110 time dt1ri11g the previo11s clay tl1e 
C~l1ief l1ad se11t for Harker and told l1in1 tl1at: 
Nt•lsor1 Lee ,vas lil{ely to be engaged on a, 
Ycry i1nportant job. 'fhis ,vas merely a })rc­
li1ninary ,va1ning that in case of 11eed tl10 
farnous private i11,~estigator had f till 
authority to co111111ar1d a11y assistance 110 re• 
quired. 

'fl1e11, that nigl1t, l1atl come the 'pho110 
mc~age from Lee. He ¥la11ted Harker. 1.,11e 
C.1.D. n1an ,vot1ld be JJleased to kno,v that 
}1e l1ad a11 old cncn1y of tl1eirs, Marie Lcl1mar1, 
i■igl1t at J1is mercy. 

At Scotla11d Y ar<l Lee's car ap11eared very 
sl1ortly after Harker got there. It ,vas 11ot, 
tl1e first timo Harker had set out to meet 
ad vent11re i11 that sa1ne car. 

Lee l1in1self sa.t at the whee], mt1fllerl ttJJ 
to tl1e cJ·es, a11d s11caki11g ,yitl1 l! voice as 
hoaieso as a cro,v. Bt1t l1e said quite c11011gl1 
to mah:e I-larker realise tl1at l1e \\·as in dcacl 
earnest to-11ight. 

On tl1e journey do,\~11 to 1\1 issledon, ,vl1ic!1 
tl1ey did i11 record ti111e, Lee said very little. 
But agni11, v.·l1a.t lie dicl say ,vas all bcar­
i11g on the task before them . 

He recallccl to !larker's me1nory their ex• 
pericncc togetl1er at t.110 island off the Scot·• 
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tish roast, and a proviot1s hunt tl1ey hacl II Lee-!'' llo called the nan1e softly and 
l1ad after D1·. ~Ielzer.· took a step for\vard along t.l1e narro,v pas.-

Evc11tually they reached the keeper's cot-- sage, ,vhilt~ l1i..:; right hand, l1olding the ro◄ 
tage, after a certnin amotlnt of :prcliminar)' ,-olver, nlmost touched his o,,"n face. 
skirmishing. 011ce inside, Lee's instruC'tion9 ''Lee!'' he called again, and t.l1er1 a blaze 
,,-ere of t-he briefest.. of ligl1t ,vas st1ddenlr flasl1ed ttllOll him, 

•• Go upstairs," he "·l1i.s11ered. "Some,\~herc startling hin1 for the instant. 
in the place are important papers-hidden. Tho next., Harker ,vas lurching forward, a 
l've searched everyvrhere-not. sttcceeded yet. dull feeling in l1is mi11d that l1is head had 
I'm staying below-Lehma11 hirnself \\'ill be been jcrkecl from his f;l1oulders, \Yhile ten 
l1ere. presently.,, thousand ligl1ts \\"ere dancing before his e)·es, 

Harker had obeyed and come t1pstairs. In ·and ho hi1nself was sinki11g througl1 them to 
some ,vay he felt a ,rogue se11~e of disappoint-- the blackness beyond. 
ment as he did so. \Vhy, it \\"Otlld ha,re been ''Got hi1n! Switch on! \\"'hat-,s that?" 
difficult to explain, except tl1nt he ,vould The ma11 v.1ho hacl settled Inspector 
l1ave ·preferred to remain \\·ith Nelso11 Lee Barker's accou.nt for the time interrttpted _ 
until Lehman came. himself qttickly. From some\\"here qtiite near 

.And ,vhy ,vas he so confident tl1at Lel1- at hand car11e another sour1d. 
man would come? llsttally Nelson Lee gave In t.110 brief spncc of time ,vl1icl1 elapsed 
,-cry sound reasons for every step he took. bet"·cen Inspector Harker's staten1ent that 
At any rate, Harkc-r proceeded catltiously he had come do,\"n \lritl1 Nelson Leo and 
to investigate .the upstairs rooms. the moment \\"hen Nipper tealiscd that 

He Iou11d nothing of a11y impo1~t.anco in Harker ,vas rt1shing to someone's assi&tancc, 
the first s,vift searcl1. Then his eJ·e caugl1t the youngster,s mind experienced a dozen 

· a small table in one of the rooms, on ,vl1ich different emotions. 
,ras the print of fairl:,l' heav:y boots. It also grasped and becan1e perplexed o, .. er 

No,v ln!pector Harker ha<I lear11cd a good .$e, .. eral problems. 
deal on the value ·of sn1all details from The· gttv~r1or ,vas alreadj· back'.' and l1act 
Nelson Lee. Here. ,,Tas a cnse i11 point. It brought Inspector Harker ,vith him. Yet 
,,ias only a tiny clue \\"l1icl1 ,vould l1avo ~een Harker knew notl1ir1g abot1t Nipper and liii 
passed by everyone but tl1e last man 1n a companio11, and Lee. l1ad not even trouble<! 
n1illion. · to come upstairs first of all to find out if 

It led Harker, hO\\"e,·er, to carry it outsicle they ,,·ere still safe. 
cventt1ally, and to climb t1p on it 11ntil 110 Ancl Lee ,Yas expecti11g Lehman to ~ome 
,vns sitting on the edge of the manhole. l1ere alone. \\""hy? Nipper alreadJ,' knew 

''Just. come do,vn ,vith )rour gt1v'nor, 11 CJt1itc- enough nbottt l\lark Lel1ma11 to realise 
Harker told Nipper qt11ctly, ,vhe11 at last that he '\Yas not t.he man to take personal 
lie had 1·ecovered fro1n his st1rprise. '' He,s risks. 
never mentioned a \\"Ord abot1t :rou. He's The fierce call for help cl1nnged t.hc Cttrre11t 
downstairs now, ,vaiting for Lehman--" of hia perplexities again. Harker \\-·as going 

Thero was the sound of a door being do,vn to help. The fighting was below. a11d 
01)encd and closed ger1tly. ~. Nipper's aid might make all tl10 diffe1·ence. 

"Keep where :rou · are, laddie," IIarh:er Nipper s,vung himself d°"·n to the tal,le 
\\ hispered. '' I'm getting down." more quickly· tl1an Harker ha.d done, nnd ho 

He swung carefull3~ nnd qttictly do"~11 to ,,:-a.i at the -top of t.he stairs b;y· the time 
tl1e table again~ and so to tl1e floor. Just as tl1e inspector ,vas l1alf-wa:y clo\\·n. Just aheac.t 
lie reached it there ,vas a su<lden fierce er)·: of. l1im the youngster could see tlte dim ottt-

• ~, Harker I Quick! Hclp-al1 ! ! " line of tl1e inspector's bt1rly fig11re, and he 
The cry e~ded in a sharp gasp, tl1e call of .slackened do,vn a little. 

a man who has received u mortal blo\\". . He \\"as half.-wa3t do,vn t.he stairs •v.,.l1en 
Even Nipper, sitting up above the man- Harker ,vas hesitat-ing for a moment nt the 

: , ; l1ole, felt a little thrill of fear pass through foot of tl1e stairs. Nipper sa ,v tl1e flash of 
him, a thrill which onl:r ser, .. ed to bring him light, glimpsed for an inst.ant the capped 

. to a qt1icker decision. head of the C.I.D. man, and th~n, as some◄ 
The inspector \\,.as already r~1r,hi11g do,vn t~e thing circled abo,,.e Harkcr's l1ead, he jumped 

stairs. He had taken out l-11s re, .. ol,·er, and do,vo another step or t1vo. 
,,,as- ready for instant action, but _for t.he The \\·hole affair \\·as only a question of 
111oment he kept his light ot1t. It ,,·as no use moments. There "·as no time for careful and 
giving · his opponent or opponents a cl1ance ~eliberat:e t.hinking be~ore Nipper ,vas crouch­
to mark his progress. . . 1r1g again on the stairs.. Harker l1ad gone 

He could hear a sligl1t sl1t1ffl1ng sound as down! O.f that mt1ch N1ppor. ,vas sure, and 
ho descended, and tl1e sl1nrp gasps of men he grasped the meaning of the triumphant 
breathing quickly. As he reached the bottom '' Got him ! ,, which came from t.he figure 
of the stairs Harker struggled to catch the just by the handrail of the stai1·s. 
f aintcst glimpse of ,vl1at \\"US l1appeni11g in The11 the ligl1t was suddenly 8,ished on 
tl1e darkness. Nipper himself. He jumped up and steadied 

But now the gas1li11g and t.he shuffling had himself by the handrail, ready to 11.se his 
ceased; nor could tl1e inspector detect tl1e ,veapon on the first definite sig11. 
faintest outline of the fighting shado,ys he The light still blazed in his face, and for 
CJxpected to find, a few· moments qt1ite .1 babel of sot1nd came 
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f roin the little passage, and he gt1essed that 
tl1cre ,vere t,vo or three mc11 below him. 

Ho backed up the stairs. It ,vould be 
safer at the top. Even ns he did so someone 
.fired at l1im, bt1t the shot went wide. 

Someone below ,,,as calling instructions, 
and Nipper h.■ied to get a real view of the 
man who held tl1e lamp. For the time his 
eyes had been blinded by the strong ral·s, 
bt1t he ,vas gro,ving acct1stomed to it by 
now. 

Just as l1e 1·ealised that tl10 ma11 ,vas 
holding the ligl1t well away from him there 
came a st1dde11 rusl1 up the stairs. Nipper 
,vas si1nply S'\\"'ept back,varda. Thero ,vas no 

· chance to uso his weapon because tl1e tv.,.o 
men had flung themselves so violently at him 
that he crashed back to the stairs. · 

. . 

UT Nipper fought I It ,vas not an ideal 
place for a strt1ggle, and they became 

1·olling an tumbling, and each trying 
to ,gain a fair footing on the stairs. As they 
all bumped tog~ethcr at the foot of the stairs 
the ligl1t clisappearcd again. 

'' Hold him! Hold him!'' someone was 
crying out, and Nipper struggled_ again to 
get free and shake off his opponents. 

'- It ,vas an uneqt1al fight, and to add to the 
disadvantages under which Nipper ,,?as strug­
gling the light \\·hich the third man held was 
s,vitchecl on and off during ih~ next twenty 
or tl1irty seconds, and it seemed to be 
directed into Nipper's face ,Yith une1·ri11g 
accuraty. ~ 

·· He ,vas on his back at last, and one arm 
. ,vas sect1rely pinio11ed to the floor. Then the 
· 'tl1ird ma11 jnmr,ec1 in. He ~ade no n1istake, 

· a11d N i1Jper lost his l1olcl on everytl1ing for a 
1 

• •time. · 
.,.-,

1 
·-,, Do1le 'cn1 botl1~ quick!'' It ,Yas the third 

.L ·n1a11 ,vho gave tlie orcle·r, a11d his ,·oice 
=; sho\\·ed that he ,Yas afraid·. 

l~ot until he ,vas satisfied that both Harker 
1 

_'. ·a11cl Nipper ,Yer~ incn}Jn.blo of nny har1n for 
· (l t.i111c di<l· he • begi11 to qt1estio11 abot1t the 
:ca11~e of their trot1ble. 

'' \Vhere's l1e con1e fron1 ?'' he nske<l. 
'' This is tho fello,v they've lleen h11nting for 
all tl1e afternoon a11d night. · I kno,v 1111 
ahott t hi1n I'' · 

'' \Vhat are u·e goi11g to do ,,,.ith him?'' 
· -a11other dcma11ded. 

''I gt1ess ,vc'd better attend to tl1is chap 
first,'' Lennan pointed to the inspector ,vhom 

· •. 11e regarded as his special captt1re. ''\Ve're 
· got to truss him up, take him out int.o the 

,vood and lea,·e him to be fou11d later on by 
, ,vl1ocver co111es to look for him." 

Tl1e tl1ree struggled with the limp £or111 of 
Inspector !larker, no light task: as they dis­
covered, and trussed him up reacly to be 
cnrried out into the ,,,,.ood 

'' Better get down and lcecp an eye on tl1at 
otJ1er young fellow,'' Len11an said. '' \Vl1a t 
puzzles me-- Hallo!'' -

He had cat1ght sight of tl1e table belo·~v 
tl1e ope11 manl1olc in the ceiling. 

'' N'ow. that's sn1art !'' he said admirjngiy. 

'' Tl1e· cl1ap's l)een t1p there nll t.he tin1e ! 
I ,vonder·--'' 

He had jt1mpec1 ttp 011 the table and wns 
pl111i11g l1imself up before he finishccl hi~ . 
qt1er1es. 

One of tho n1en l1ad already n1n do\\·11 tl1c 
stairs to see that Nipper did not create an~,r 
further distt1rbance. 'fl1e other stood \\'atcl1-
i11g Lennan a.s )1e bala11ced l1imself on the 
edge of the manhole, n11d calmly took out 
l1is torch, 

For t,vo seco11ds lie played about with the 
light. Th~n, qt1ite suddenly, he was sliding 
do,,T11 to the table again. 

'' The oti1er fellow!'' he gasped excitedll"• 
'' Dalmain-or . ,,··hatever they call him! He's 
there!'' 

It ,,,as difficult to kno\v whet.hc1· to be 
delighted or perplexed over this discovery. 
Len11an's instructions ,vere to get back to 
the Hall as quickly as possible. He had dono 
his job, and do11e it in accordance witJt 
Lehman's wishes. But here he \\'as saddled 
,v ith 11e,v respons~bilities. . 

'' Get a move on, R.olf !'' he told l1is co111-
panio11. ''Go _i1p_ to the Hall. See Lel1n1a11. 
Tell him I've fixed t-hc J ... ee business all rigl1t, 
a.11d got Harke1· he1·e. \Ve've also got .I ... ee's 
pup, and· Dalmain's on the roof. He can't 
figl1t. What are· ,,-e to do? If he wants '~n1 
both \\"e'll ,vant n1ore n1en-and pretty 
q l1 i Ck 1 y. t 00 ! '' . 

The man obeyed ,,·ithout any questioni11g. 
He tinderstoocJ · the situation just as ~ .. ell_ as 
Lennan did. 

It ,\·as a full half-hottr before he came baclr, 
and no,v he ,vns 1·Pinforced with five other 
men. Lel1ma11 coul<l easily spare them, for his 
own arrangemer1ts ,vcre already completed. 

By this time· Nip11er had been made scct1r~6 
but he kne,v 11othing of it, and even· thA 
journey th1·ol1g]1 tl1e ,voods, as they car1·ied 
l1im 011 a stretcher, ,vas something of ,vl1icl1 
Nipper ne,·cr had any kno,vledge. 

Dalma·i11's case ,vns eomparatively simple, 
tho~1gl1 lie n1ade some feeble efforts ,to 
strttgglc against the t,vo mc11 who stole t1por1 
]1im very qt~tly i11 tl1e dnrkness. In tl1e e"ld 
l1c, too, made tl1e jottr11ey through the ,voods 
to ~liss1ec1011 Hall, in the same manner as 
Nipper· a11cl Inspecto1· Harker, but he was the 

·onl,y .. one ,v110 actt1ally. waB carried into' ·.the 
b11i]cling. The other t,vo ,vero 1'.!f t in a q11iet 
glade to be foun<l later on if their lt1bi~ 
held good! · 

Already, ot1t.side the hall three big ·cars 
,vere ,vaiting. In tl10 entrance hall Marl~ 
Lel1man, Bastow and Vellan1 stood together, 
1·eady for a jottrney, and close by Dr. l\.Ielzer 
Jay in reacli11ess 011 hi.a couch . • 

There ,vas no ht1n·y a11parently. Lel11na11 
stood talking to Le11nan for ft1lly ten minutes 
after the '' sandbag raxpcrt,'' as Basto,v l1ad 
called him, had ar1·ived. 

'' There shoulcf be no difficulty whatever.•> 
Lehman was saying. ~' We have Da11nai11 
back in ot1r hands again. Nelson Lee nearly 
succeedecl~ but 11ot q11ite. Ho muddle~! 
tl1i11gs. ,,~ e l1ave 11ot escaped entirely, b\it 
,ve l1a,·o gai11e<l ti111e. Nelson Lee ,vill I1aYo 
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to get together a ln1~ge body of police, Tl1ey 
,._ .. ill comb the cot1ntryside for some sign of 
llarl,er and tl1e yot1n gster. 'l'he~,r ,~ill find 
t.hem, event11ally. But by tl1at time ,,·o 
€hall not be in this cottnt.r\T. Tirne is e,·ery• 
tl1i11g to us now. I l1ad thougl1t l:11gland lYas 
tl1e best place to force Dalmain to do ,vhat 
l\'e ,vant him to do. It ,vo11ld l1avc been t.he 
safest place in tl1e '\Yortd for tis, if t.hat 
rneddlert Nelson Lee_. l1ad 11ot got. on ottr 
trail. No,,,., the safe.st thing is t.o get a,,ray 
from here \\'hile \\'e've got t11c cl1a11ce. '' 

A fc,v moments later Dr. l\lelzer ,, .. as being 
carried do,•ln to one of the ,,·aiting cars. 
"fhe stretcher on ,,·l1icl1 Dalmain ln.}T ,vas 
already being taker1 thro11gl1 tl1e \Yicle doors. 

Very careftllly the)r lif tecl l1in1 off and 
propped l1im · inside the first. C'ar. In tl1is 
l\asto,v ancl Vellatn al.3o tra v·ellecl. In tl1e 
~eco11d car ,vas l\lark Lel1·ma11, ~1elzer .ancl 
t""o more men. Tho rest 11ilecl into the. third 
car, nnd tl1e ,vhole gang dro1~ off. 

In spite of all lie co11lcl do, tl1e dawn ,vas 
far advanced before Nelson Lee arri,red ,vitl1 
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a strong force or p<J1ice:· ~11d thl'n it was too 
I a t ('. Tl 1 c t) i rds 11 ad fl o \ -.· 11, a 11 d ta l.:en Dal -
111 a i 11 ,Yitl1 tl1e1n, lr1s1lector Harker an(l 
Ki1lper- ,vero discO\"e1·ecl uncor1sciot1s in tl10 
qttiet gle11, and rttshe<l to l1ospital, vvl1ere 
tl1e~r '"'er~ fou11d to be t111der the inlltle11ce 
of so1ne rare drug. .. 

It looked a8 if Mark Lel11nan l1acl won tI1e 
cor1flict ,vitl1out ql1est.ioz1, lJt1t Nelsor1 Lee 
tltougl1 t otl1er\vise ! 

CHAPTER 7. 
• 

Following After! 

I T ,vas ea;;Jr enotigl1, after\\'ards, to cl:3. 
cover ,,,I1at ~Iarl~ Lel1man l1atl do110. 
I~no1vi11g tl13t Nipper l1ad someho\'I 

. e5eaped from tl1e clt1tches of the men 
,vho l1ad • been se11t aft(lr l1imt and g,.iea.;ing 
tl1at i\ipper ,vottlcl realise \\'hat Nelson Lee':i 
abse11ce rneant and possibly report tl1e matter 
to Scot.Iar1d Yarcl, he hnd prepared l1is plar,3 
accordi11giy. 
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Ilis men I1ad prom1)tly got hold of Lee's '' I l1ave11't heard of a11y fighting,'' Lee 
car by means of a rt1se, and then Lennan a11svlercd, but tl1e 1·eport puzzled him. .lf 
had disgt1ised l1imself as Nelson Lee, and the 1·cvolution had de:veloped it might ha\-e 
lt1red Harker to the keeper's cot~gc. T_his a seriot1s cff ect 011 his plans. 
,vas done to preve11t the inspector 111terfer1ng The destroyer's co1111nander ,vas as good 
at a11 a,vk,vard moment. Should Nipper get ;ts his ,vord. About seven o'clock the follo,v­
to Scotland Yard, or communicate ,vith them, ii11g morni11g a 111essage came to the detective 
}1e ,vol1ld be told t.hat Nelson Lee had been to say that they · \Vere anchored jttst out-­
there hirnself and ,,·as already 011 his way side the harbour of Castalan. Wot1ld 1\Ir. Leo 
t.o Missledo11 accompa11ied by Harker. Nipper let Comrnander De11by li11ow as soon as lie 
'\\·ottld be satisfied, a11d simply \Yait for what cottld see l1i111? 
,vas to happe11 next. Thtis Lehman hoped to 'l,hcre seemed t_o ho some little cxcite1ne11t 
gain time. 011 board as Lee ,,9 e11 t alor1g presently to tl10 

Bt1t he had not bargained for NeJson J"ce comn1ander's cabin. 
escaping ns ,veil. It ,,~as perfectly true that ., \Vc've got here in p1~etty good time, I 
when he did get to Scotla11d Yard tl1e famous think, Lee''. Denby ,vas as· chcerft1i as ever 
detccti,·e had no little trot1b)c i11 cor1vinci11g in his g1·eetings ·as tl1c detective e11tcrccl t!1e 
the Cl1ief that Harker \\"as the \Tictim Qf cabin. '' Did yolt have n good nigl1t ?'' 
l,Iatk Lehma11's c11nni11g. Valuable time \vas '' Splendid, tl1a11ks," Leo ass11red }1i111. 

tht1s "·asted, and Lchinan took full advantage '' A11d ovcrJ·thing is in order, I take it?'' 
of it to get away ,vhile he ,vas safe. ..Not qtiitc,'' Denby told him. ''Tl1cre 

Tl1tUJ, if l\-Iark LeJ1111an J1ad got the better seen1s to be some little trot1ble 011 amo11g tl1e 
of things at the mon1ei1t lie could not feel autl101·ities. That'"s ,vhy ,,·c'rc hn11ging. O\lt­

safe with Nelso11 Lee so close on his track. side the l1arbour. They sig11alled to t1s, 
Tho truth of ll1e 111atter ,, .. as that Nelso11 politely aski11g ,vhat our b1tsiness ,vas, n11d 
Lee had not been such a hopeless failure as sig11ifying that tl10 harbour is more or Jess 
appeared on tl1e st1rfacc. - He had been but- cl~.Jsed to the ge11eral public for the presc11t 1 
t1~g i11to m)·stery b)i11dfolded, as it were. on accot111t of tl1e 1~e,-ol11tion. It complicate8 . 
Yet, de.spite all the handicaps, he. had st1c- 1nattcrs just. a lit ti~ from ot1r poir1t of ,~ic,v.,, ~ 
ceeded i~ ttpset~ing all llark Leh~an's pl~s· Ile looked at I .... ec i11qt1iringly, an<l _ thot1gl1 . 
a~1d making things too hot for h-1D'!,· causing he did 11ot pt,t it into ,vords, the dctoctivo·~ 
lum to bolt out of the country. again. understood tl1e que~·y tl1at w_~s in his mi11d. 

Nipi.>er nncl Harker wot1ld l1ave to remain For a British destroyer .to go i11to the ha1·-· 
in hospital £or some time to get rid of the hour of. a, capital in' the throes Qf "a 1~ovolu• _: 
effects of the dn1g whicl1 Bastow, the rene- tion migl1t lead to a·,vliward complications . 
. ctu.de doctor, had injected i11to their syste~. They discussed the matter for · some ti1ne, 
Bt1t Nelson Lee cot1ld not wait for them .. and a ,vny o.t1t ,vas soo11 arra11gcd. Ifor tho 
He placed the ,vhole matter .before Lord time ·bcill-g, tl1e. detective ,vas .. a Go,·er11n1e11t 
K= ston at the Foreig11 Office. · · messenger;· n11x'ious to deliver certain papers 

; '' And no,v yo11've lost them, and don't- ·to the British rcpre~cntativc in Custalan. 
: o,v ,,rl1ere they've gone,'' &aid his lordship. He ,vould go ashore in tho motor pin11ace, 

. . 'On the contrary," retorted Lee. '' The1·c ,vhile the destro~·er ,votilcJ cruise abot1t 1111til , 
1~ ! 011ly. one Jllace. ,,·_here they dare go- fttrther orders~ . , 
D~ ln~~n1a. A11d this 1s ,vhere I shall • need ']~}1ere sce111ed to be · no objection to ll1is : 
h.~lp. . p]an, nor ,vas there a11y difficl11ty· ,vhen it.: 

·· iie had no need to ask t,v1ce. At three "?as actually pttt to the · test: The next f e,v .• 
o'clock ~hat afternoo11 he "·ns on board the }ioui·s ,vere, in fact, tl1e dttllcst Lee J1ad ever.: 
boat. train and crossed -th~ Chan11el that s~me spe11t 50 far in t.his case. Even the journey 
evening. ~le travelled w1th spE::ed, but with-- to V cnico had held n1<:>re i11terest for hi111·. 
ot1t attracting a11y t111dt1e atte11t1on from any- tliari lie fottnd iri tho 011cie·iit . tO\\"ll of Cas- 1 

one, as far as Venice,· ~vhcre he .,,·as soon tnlan. ·1 
aboa!d t-!ie clestroJ·er ,vh1ch ~~d been placed For tlio capital of a cot1r1try that ,vas i11 : 

at his disposal. by_ the A_dm1ralty. the gi·ip_ of a i·cvolution Castalan '"·as singu• ~ 
~' Those are my 1nstr1~ct1ons, · l\·lr. Lee,'' the lnrly qu1~t and peaccf t1I. It ,vas, ho\\·e_v~r, · 

commander laughc(f, ,vne11 at last they were the cal1n before the stor1n, so the Br1t1sl1 , 
in· his cabin. •' Rather a p1ea.'3ant variation cn,?oy nss11red·. him. · '. 
fr9n1 tl1e ttst1al SEW1cd orders idea. I hope '' Thero ha Ye been i11cidcnts already,'' Sir ' 
yot1',,.e got son1e exciti11g scheme all planned Charles Grettrex said. '' But as yet tl1e 
out 7'' people l1a,,.e not qt1ite grasped the i-ealities. 

"I'm afraid not,'' J~ee joined in the laugh. They expect the king to como back.'' 
'' For tl1e mome11t the 0111y pla11 I have is '' \Vhy ?'' asked L~e. 
to~ get to Castalan as qt11ckly as possjb]e. '' Because the ,vl1olc thi11g is so amazing,'' 
After that, an~·thing might happen, but I'm Sir Charles a11s,vered. '' I don't profess to 
h~ping for a quiet trip.'' understand it. The ki11g Vt"as. not the sort of 

~e'll have you at Castalan by to-mo1·row ma11 to shrink from personal danger, 11or 
n1orn1ng, '' Commander Denby assured him. \Yas be the kind to allo,v himself to be in­
,. There's trouble knocking round that neigh- timidated by a11ybody. He must have kno,v·n 
bourhood, isn't there? We picked up some that in the mai11 the people are enthusias­
news abo11t a revolution and street fighti11g, tically on his side. The army ,vorships him. 
and all tl1at sort of !hi11g. ,,: Yet l1e rt1ns n,,·a:y !'~ 
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., I tl1ink not,'' Lee said Qltietl;. '' Say 

t l1at he had been 'spil'·ited a \\'a:r, ancl ~1 ot1 
\\-ot1ld be moro correct.'' 

Sir Charles looked at him ct1riot1sly for 
fullv ten seconds. 

''Lee?~' .He repeated tl1e nan1e to hin1sclf. 
'~Nelson Lee-why,- of cot1rsc ! " . 

The letter ,vhich Nelson Lee l1ad l1anded 
l1im from Lord Keston l1a<l mer(~lv referred 
to tl1e detective as '' m)r f1~ie11d, ,,· and had 
said nothing whatc\r~r regardir1g l1is e~act 
bt1siness in Castalan. 

'' You are the Nelson Lee?,, Sir Charles 
had dropped his air of irrit.ation and become 
deeply interested. '' The big investigator? 
You're not out here investigating the IDlTS .. 
tery of the king's disappearance? I tell yott> 
it's tho most perplexi11g affair l'vo ever 
knO\\"n. If you really are trj1'ing to disco,,er 
,,~l1y the king di.sappeared-\\"ell l" 

Ife put out his hands ,vith a little helpless 
gesture, as though to suggest that. tl1is was 
a n1ysteri which no one on earth could hope 
to Folve. 

"I think I know ,, .. J1v he disa·ppeared, '' Lee 
t.old him calmly. ''I .. may ,, .. ant your help, 
so ·perhaps I had better tell you how much 
I do kno,,,. I sav.,. tl1e ki11g himself. about 
fil·e days ago.', 

The envoy sat bolt 1tpright at tl1at, but he 
said nothing until the detecti,,.e had gi,en 
l1i1n a rou-gh outline of tl1e ki11g's ad,·enturcs 
as he knew them. 

'' The first m·an I want to meet is some­
one called Wolfram,'' Lee concluded. '' He 
\Va!i, -.1 believe, to tal,e the position of chan­
c'.c l lor to the king.'' 

''Ye.~. Prince ,volfram-the king's cousin,'' 
Sir Cl1arles ans,vered. '' He has only just 
rettlrned to Castalan, and is 1nore amazed 
-than I am ,vith what has happened.'' 

"He is loyal to tl1c king?'' Lee asked. 
'' There is no danger that be is ,,·01·king on 
tl1e side of the re,,.olutionary party?'' 

~' None . ""hatever, '' an~wered Sir C'harles 
emphatically. ,. Bttt \\'0 will go to him. Yotl 
can . judge for yourself. We sl1all have to 
go l\'aril:)1 , but I don't tl1i11k the1·e ,viii be 
any danger. The re,,olutionary party arCt par­
ticuiarly anxious not to 1.1pset any of the 
Ioreign rcprescntati ves in Cast.alan. '' 

So it came about tl1at Nelson Leo joltr• 
neyed ,vitJ1 the British Mi11ister in his car 
out of the to\\'D to,,,ardg tl1c hills at tl1e 
back. On one of these hills 1\'8S tl1e great 
fJalace, and clustering arot,nd tl1is ,,,e1·e other 
imposing residences, one of ,vhicl1 '\l"as tl1e 
l1ome of Prince "r olfram, co11sin of King 
Denis. 

On the way Sir Charles told Nelson Lee 
the exact details of the re,"olt1tion as i1e had 
11oted it. But it did not help the detective 
,~ery much, although he felt that it might 
l,e necessary for him to gatl1er e,·ery detail 
lie could. 

At the entrance gates to Prince Wolfram's 
l1ome se,,.eral soldiers ,,,.ere on guarfl, and for 
a moment it appeared as though tl1ay wo11lci 
-{)re,,.ent the ca.r from going any farther~. A~ 

soon as they realised who it ,V"as, ho,,,.evcr, 
tl1e3-· permitted it to proceed. 

Leo found Prince \\1olfram a very pleasant 
young m·an of abot1t thirty to thirty--t\\PO }Tears 
of age. Like his cotisin. tl10 liing, t.he pri11c0 
had been educated in England, and ,vas e, .. er1 
more ft1lly acquainted ,vith the rep1,tatio11 of 
the detective tl1an tl1e British en··roy ,va3, 

ITHIN the first ten min11tes Lee had 
discovered tl1at l1is first assumption 
had been correct. Wolfram had 
ne\rer seen his cousin on the night 

,vhen he 11:ad so m;Tsteriously disappeared. 
He had, in fact, be~n a,vay from Castaian 

at the time. The story of ,vhy he had left 
tl1e city ,vas in itself onl7 another proof of 
the care ,vith which the plot had been en­
gineered. 

At this juncture Lee fot1nd himself for a 
time in nn &\\Tk\\Tard position. He ,vas anxiotLs 
to be alone with Prince Wolfr~m, now thnt 
he was entirely satisfied on the question of 
his loyalty. 

Tl1ere \\'as one big qt1ery in Lee's mind 
to \\Thich lie desired an an.,wer as early as 
possible. Had Lehman forced tl1e secret 
from the king; and, if so, had he reached 
Castalan yet ? . 

The possibility of a11s"Tcring tl1is qt1estion 
can1e at last. · 

Sir Charles Grettrex l\Tas anxious t-0 r~­
turn, and Lee ~t1ggested t,hat he shou!d ataJ' 
on ,vith Prince ,,1olfram for a time, as there 
'"'"ere one or tl\'O matters which he \\'ished to 
discuss "ritl1 him. As soon as Sir Charles 
had gone., Lee felt at liberty to broach tho 
topic ,,·hicl1 ":-as t1ppermost 1n his mind. ~ 

''Yot1 have one or two interesting pta('es 
in your cot1htrv ,,rl1ich I am anxious to see, 
prince," ho sai<l to his host, very much in 
tl1e tone of an ordinai-v tourist. '' The?'& i~ 
the Hall of Fleeting Shadows-that is how 
,,,.e sl1ot1kl translate it into English, tho11gl1 
it does not quite get tl1e right iaea, doe,c:; 
it? Do yott think it wot1ld be possible fot' 
me to l1avo a look at it?'' 

llad Lee suddenly fired a pistol the effect 
,,ou1d not 11:1,"e hel'n great.er on tl1e prince 
tl1an tliis apparently harmless qt1estion. 

He sat upright> his hands gripping the arm~ 
of tl1e chair in \\1hich he sat. His lips, for 
a moment, became a pel'fectly straight lin~, 
arid h?s es·es \\,.ere fixed on Lee ,vitl1 a strange 
int.ens1tv. 

",vhj~ do yot1 wisl1 to see the Hall of 
Fleeting Sl1ado,vs? '' h~ asl.:e<l in a caln1, 
level voice ,vhicl1 yet betrayed tl1e ne11 vot,~­
ness behind it. 

'' Because tl1at is at. the root of all this 
trouble,'' Lee answered Qttietly. 

The prince relaxed then, and a faint smilo 
came to his lips. 

'' You know a great deal, ~Ir. J_,ee, '' he 
said quietly-. '' That is the f11ll ext-ent. of 
my knowledge, and I imagine that it is tile 
extent of yottrs, too. It is a ,veil-guarded 
secret. Btlt if ~'OU think you can learn any• 
thin~ from a visit to the l1all, I thillk ,,re 
cou!d manage it.•~ 
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The matter ,vas qt1iclcly settled. It ,va.s not 
po-ssible, of course, to make the visit as tl1ey 
n1ight }1ave done in normal times. As a 
11u1tter of fact, the prince himself ,vas under 
orders from the ne,v Government to remai11 
i11 his o,vn grounds, nnd had been expre.ssly 
forbidden to enter the grounds of tl1e king's 
palace. 

tl1e '"'cird silence ,,. l1ich added to the ,v l10Ie 
effect. 

The floor of tl1e hall ,vas done in mosaic, 
and wl1en ho l1ad gro,vn accttston1ed to the 
strange at1nosphe1"c, Lee \Yalked slo,,·Jy 
a\\·ay from the statt1e clo,vn the cc11tre of tho 
hall, exa1n !11i11g tl10 floor ,vith more tl1a11 
casual interest. 

To hi111self lie \\·as carcft1ll~· repeating the 
phrases \\'hich 110 }1acl learned that night 
\Vl1cn he listened to J)enis Dal111ai11 in the 
keeper's cottng·c at l'Iissledon. 

1.,he Hall of Fleeting Shado,vs was ql1ite 
a small memorial hall to the memory of the 
past kings of Da1mania. It had been erected 
in the grounds of the king's palace a hundred 
years or more ago, a11d contained statt1es of 
all the ltings ,._·ith various flags and souvenirs HE stopped at Jnst and ,,,.c11t do,v11 011 

of 11at.io11al interest. )1is ha1Kls and knees. His attitude . 
Prince \Volfram had d1·essed l1imself qttickly . · for a time ,vas that of a 1nan ,vho 

i11 different cJothcs from those he ,,·ore v.-~as ·seeking ·for some minute a1·ticle 
,-.lien Lee ,vas first introduced to hi1u. Ho on tl1e floor. 
,vas attired no,v i11 a golfing jacket and cap, \Vhatevcr it ,,,.as, lie c\·cntually discovered 
a11d \\'ould have passed a11l·,vhere for a casual it. Taking out his pocket-knife, he began to 
pedestrian. loosen tho cen1ent aboltt one of the sh1all 

Not that either of tl1en1 intended to sho,v pieces of mosaic i11 the floor. In a11other 
tl1e1nselvcs to any of t~1c guards ,vho ,vere 1ni11ute ho ,,·as p11lling with his fingers, . a11d 
still stationed about the castle and tl10 ~]o\\,.ly but s11rely the 11icce of sto110 ,, .. as 
pri11ce's o,vn house. rising from it.s · place in the floor. 

They went ottt q11ietly, a11d chose their He pulled ·it ottt alt.ogether at last. ....\s i10 
. ,,·ay discreetly. The prince· knew every .i11ch did so thero came a faint sot111d, and Lee 
of the ground in tl1is neighbourhood, and to stopped just as he ,vas in the act of 1·emo,·­

i arrive at the hall, wl1ich ,vas their objecti,·e, ing a seco11d section of tl1e stone. 
,\·as not a difficult task. The sec.rot of the kings of Daln1nnia was 

· lloreovcr, he assured Lee that,·. if he could a co1nplicated 011e, .and tl1is \\'as buf the first 
climb, there would be. no difficulty in enter• step i11 its t111ravelling. But that sligl1t 

- ing the place, despite the· fact that the doors sound ttpset Lee's plans. At nll costs he 
◄ ,,·r~ro securely locked. • did not wish anyone else -to learn tl1e secretJ 
· '' L)e11is and I have climbed in· many times whether they ¥:ere frie11d or foe. · 

.- ,,~he11 we were youngstc1·s together,'' he ex- His sole object in co1ni11g l1ere \\"ns to estab-
Jllained, ,vith a touch of 1·egret in his voice. lish qt1ite definitely ,vhcther Lel11na11 . J1ad 

~--'' Tl1cro was some "·cird attraction· abottt tho been or not., If. he had ·11ot vet been, if he 
'})lace for us e,len then.'' · · . were -~till. struggling to· lear11 tl1e secret, tl1e11 
. Their progress to the· place ,Yas without in- ; Lee had his plans all ct1t and dried, ready 

ci<i-,nt. The fact that most of the ,vay was for his utter def cat. 
thr.011gh fairly thick wooded country made t!1e Tho instant he heard the sound, J10,vevc1·, 
ri5l{ of observation of no great accou11t. the detective qttickly pushed homo again 

;_ The hall itself \\"as quite a small," ;,vhite tho pi~ of ato11e ,\·hich he had. j11st re1r1oved. 
st.b1ie building, standing among the trees Ev~r1 w1thottt t.l1c s1nall_ q11ant1ty ?f ceme11t 
some considcrab1e distance from the palace, ,vh.1ch he had re1noved, 1t fitted q111te eve11ly. 
which ,vas on h 1gher ground. When lie jJlil11pcd to his feet there ,vas no 

· •· I thinlc I "·ill go i11 alone,'' Lee said, sign that 011J_y -a J~w moments ~efore he ~a~l 
,vl1en \Volfram had sho,Yn him .the wny in been tamper111g ,v1t.h that particular part of 
,vl1icl1 he could gain an entry. '' I wonder the floor. . . . .. 
if )·ou would mind actino- as a kind of guar<l As he stood 11pr1gbt the ,v1s{lo111 of l11s 
\vhile I am inside?'' 0 

; s,vift decision ·was h?rne tlJJon l1i1n n1ore 
It ,vas arranged ir1 this ,vay after sorne ~-trongly. T~o first fa111t souncl l1ad <levelopcd 

brief discussion. Wolfram vlas to remain ottt- into. the quiet ccl10 of footsteps from ono 
~idc, keeping ,vatch in case of any intrttders, of tl1e passagc_s at _-the _other 4?nd of the hall. 
,vhich the detective eiitered t}10 hall itself. Whoever. was com1r1g into tl11s plac~ had ~o 

. . . fear of 111trude1·s. Tl1cy ,vcre con11ng qi11te 
~o climb~ througl1 the l1ttl~ window to boldly and tho sottrld of their \"O!ccs 1·eached 

,v]11ch t~e prince hac1 brought l1 1m. and foun? llim p~esently. 
l11mself 1n a narr<?\V passage. Thus led ult1- But by that ti111e J~ee l1ad tiptoed. s,vift1y 
rnate1y to the main ~iall. . across the hall 1111til lie ,vas behi11d the g·reat 

The placo . \\'as btltlt almost entirely . of statue at the far ericJ. Barelv had he 1·cachcd 
11!arhie of different httes. l)ow.n tho sides hero thai1 thero ca111e a110ti1cr interrtlption. 
,, ere tl1c £amot1s f,;tntu_es of tl1e k111gs; and at This time it was fro111 behind ·l1im. arid., tu1,11• 

t~1c er}d, w~cre Lee h•msclf entered the place, ing, he found the prince ~oftly stepping t~­
,, as t 18 lat gest stattle of al]. ,Yards h11n, 0110 l1and slightly raised 1n 

It ,vas a l1uge figttre in p11ro ,vhite marble, ,•,Rrning. 
a11d ,vas a sy1nbol of Dalrnania's greatness. Ile crept to. Lee's side beforo he vcntt1re<J 
~•,or .a few moments tho ?etecti,·o stood before to ",.h,spcr his rea;sor1 for coming into tl10 
it. 1n1prcsscd by .tl1e fig11re itself, and by place. 
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''I don't l~no,,,., hLit I tl1i11lc son1eonc e1se Er1glancl, t.I1at being tlic 0111~{ \Vay to sur.ceed 
i~ con1ing ir1to tl1i3 plar:e," lie f=aicl qt1ietly. i11 tl1c 011e big plot tl1ejr ,,·ere l1ntchi11g. They 
'' I sa,\~ t-hreo 1ncn co1ne t.l1rot1gh t.l1e ,,·oocls l1acl go11e aboard Lel1111a11's ~·:tcht a11d di3• 
fro111 the roacl, a11cl I tl1otigl1t-- Ali!" appeared, apzlarently. 

There ,vas no need for l1in1 to explain But they still held King Dc-11is of Dal .. 
fttrther. From tl1c darkness of tl1e shado,vs n1ania a prisoner. They l1ad nearly lost i1in1, 
i11 1vl1ich tl1ey Btoo<l bot.Ii of t.l1cn1 cottld see and it ,,ras more by luck tl1a11 j11dgment that 
qtiite clearly the three n1en \vl10 hacl entered tl1cy l1ad recaptttred him. Scared of 11tter 
tl1e Hall of tl1e Fl~ct.i11g Shallo\VS at the defeat, Leh1l1an -had 11rged both 1\-lelzer and 
opposite end. Basto,v to speed thing~ ttp, a11d with their 

They came slolvly do·.vn to\\"ards the fiendisl1 drugs they had brought the king to 
statue, and Lee and his co1npanion drc,,p back a ,rery low stato, and i11 his deliri11m l1e J1acl 
a little way, so that tl1e.y Y,'crc comple1;cly unwittingl}· revealed tl1e secret they '\"anted 
l1iclden by the huge base of the big ,•ll1ite to learn-tl1e ~ecret of the huge gold reserve 
figt,re, though tl1ey then1selves cotild still see in the Hall of the Fleeting Shadows. 
over the top; After tl1at. Lehman had set sail for Ca~t~· 

The vari-coloured lights wl1ich si1one Ian. By ,vireless he received a message fro1r1 
tl1rottgh the tinted \\'indov'{S made it difficult his '' friends '' in the city. They begged l1i111 

at first to dii:;tingi1isl1 tl1c three men clearly. to come quickly·, as tl1e situatior1 was develo1l­
Only as they dre,v within eigllt or ten yards ing 11nplcasantly. \Vl1en they ,vere within t\ 
of 1\,.here Lee stood did-_}10 recognise tl1em. few miles of the port a message of \\"anting, 
Tl1e11 he -realised that his visit t-0 the Hall of in the code ,vhich had been arranged, reach~cl 
Fleeting Shadows had not been a mint1te too -Lehman. A British destroyer '\\·as outsi<;le 
soon l . the h~~bo1Jr, ·and thous-h its mission was 

!\lark Lel1man h1mBelf \\·as the centre of tl1e ost~·ns1bly a peacefu'l 011e, the head of the 
little grolip. ''"'ith him 011 one side ,vas tho , 1·evolutionnry party was uneasy abo11t it. 
American, Basto,,", and on tl1e otl1cr ,vaa a Le11man decided that he ,vould put int.o a 

. t~~ler_ man ,vhol!l ~ee. oniy vaguely reoog• m11cl1 smaller port some eight miles from 
n!sed. Almost 1~med1ately, ho,ve\l'_er, Lel1- Castalan. It might be a little more awkwar{J 
111an ~ddresscd this man by name, and - ~he for his schemes. but. he l'"Ottld sttrmount tl10 
clf_tect1ve re~cmbered lie had had a fleeting diffictllty ,vithout any do11bt-. So his yacht 
g,1mpse of his features. came to anchor in the little tJOrt of Barendor. 

'' It's up to you noYt·, \r ellam," Lehman Even · yet it was dottbtful whether t.hey had 
. said. "I . ,vasn't tl1ere when he began to gathered all the secret which Denis Dalmain 
1·epeat. Wo begin ",.ith tlie stat.ue, don't 1ve, posseased but Vellam felt confident that one(' 

. Bastow?~' . 110 rcach~d the place l1e \\l'Ottld 11nderstand its 
.. ''Yes,'' Basto,v nodded, bt1 t stood stock meaning quite clearly. · -~ 
still for a time, evidently imp1·essed with· the '' We \\'ill go as soo11 as possible!'' Lehmnn 
Hnll of Fleeting Shadows just. as Lee him-• ,lecided, an~ made l1is arrangements S\\'iftly. 

• _self had been. ~d ~or somo seconds t.he A message to the man be \\"a., backing iu 
thr~e stood the~e star11~g 11p at the great. the reYolution brought a car to Barendor, ,_q.nd 

:'\·h1te statue, all unconscious of the fact tl1at on t,he very same afternoon that Lee went: -to 
in· the biackness of the sha~o,vs beyond _tt\9

0 visit Prince .\\lolfram, Lehman n11d his t~,,o 
eyes were carefull3r ,vatcl11ng every alight . helpers "''el~ motoring over the coast roa(l 
1110,,.ement they made. to. Casta!an. He had gt1essed from tho first 

'' \Ve•,·e come to grips again!" Leo told t-hat t.his part of his enter11rise would be diffi .. 
11imself, and felt a little sense of joy tl1at the cult, and he had left tl1c helpless Melzet 
·period of inaction had passed. and many of his gang in Spain. This ,vas 

a case ,vhcre nttmbers ,vere dangero11s. 

CHAPTER 8. 
Revolt I 

ARK LEHl\lAN ,vas tl1e t~ype of 1nan 
,vho did not tinderstand tl10 meaning 
of the ,vord failure. 011 those 1~are 
occasions whe11 his scl1emes had 11ot 

bee11 a complete success, !1e atti·i·buted it to 
tl1e mistakes of his st1bordinates, combined, 
as he admitted, ,vitl1 the extraordinary per­
tinacity of the n1an whose nan1e ,vas Nelson 
Lee. 

Lehman decided quite clefinitely to remo\·o 
Lee from his path. His liet1tenant, Dr. 
1\1:elzer, was anxious to carry the matter n 
stage further and to have a ftl11 and complete 
1~evenge. But in tl1is tl1ey ·failecl. Tl1eir brief 
&ttccess ,vas speedily shat.tered b}' Lee l1imself, 
and they had been forcecl to bolt from 

There ,,,.as no diffic11lty abo11t Lehman's 
entrance into the city. He 1vaa in a ca,· 
\\"l1icl1 bore the President's own colo11rs, nnrl 
l1e \Vent first of all t.o tl1e Assembly Hall, 
\\'l1ere 1tilast.rick, President of the Repttblic, 
hacl l1is ·headquarters. He found l\fastrick: i r\ 
a ner,'otts state. A sto1·m ,vas bre,ving, ancl 
l1e feared that it ,\.Oltld s,vecp l1im a,,,a:v. 
Lehn1ar1 asst1red l1in1 that all ,voulcl go well, 
ancl that !1c ,vas simply to tru.at in him. 

l\fea11time, certain order,5_ ,vere to be is.5uecI. 
Lcl1111an \\'ould 11ot e~plai11 j ttst ,vl1a t h i:i 
111o·ves ,vere, but lie r~q11ire(l certain tran:~­
port to be at a partict1lar place at n stated 
l1ot1r tl1at. evening. 

l\lastrick, of cot1r.se_. belie,·ecl tl1at tl1is ,vtls 
part of some cle,rer schPn1e to coosolidate hi~ 
o,1r11 positior1. Actual!y, Lel1man did 11ot 
care n brnss bt1tton 110,v tl10 revolt1tion went 
once l1is O\'lll pla11s l1acl been Sttccessf ully cora­
cl11decl •. 
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,,~itl1 t.11e aid of tl1e t.ra115port \vl1ich l\Jas- I;lce recognisec.l tl1e \Vords ns b0ing : .. art of 
trick: ·t1a<l 11romised lie l10Jlecl to g·et a,\·ay tl1at that sarne recitatio11 he l1in1~elf hn<J C(Jn1-

1iig'l1t ,vit}1 the g·o1(l for ,vhich he l1ad ,vork:ed 111ittecl to 111Pr11or_y tl1at 11ig·l1t i11 tl1e liceJ)cr'~ 
a 11<1 sche111ed. cottage. 

llis 0,,,.11 men from the yacht ,vot1ld be tl1e ·' \Vc'vc got e·verythi11g prctt:r correct so 
,rorkers. There ,vo1.1ld be no Dal1na11ians far, I reckon," Ilasto,v ,vas .standing r1eat 
JJrc.~ent t,, see \vhat actually occurred. Leh1nan as ho spoke. '' \Vl1at's tl1e next, 

IIa,1i11g arrange<) e, .. etything to his satis- ,-ell am? It's like 0110 of tl1ose puzzles. 
fact-io11 ,vith Mastrick, and ,vith a final asst11·- Tl1ey must have a higl1]y complicated sort of 
a11ce that e,1er~TtJ1i11g ,vo11ld go ,velJ, Lehman locking arra11geme11t on tl1e job, cl1ief ! '' · 
Jef t in tl1e car again for the Hall of Fleeting Vellam ,,~as again 1·epeating: 

· Sl1adows. '' Where the finger of the Great 011e poi11ts 
Here v.·as the t~ting moment. Even A-lark '' To the moving head tl1nt rear5--'' 

Lehn1an felt so111e tremors of ner,ious fear He put the slip of paper ·back in his pocl,et 
as Vellan1 and Basto,v began their elaborate again, and leaned over the baBe of tl1e statt1e. 
performance. Lee co11ld see him take hold of the ma_1·ble 

Lehman stood ,vith his back against the head of the snake ,vhich ,vas rising fro111 
base of the great statt1e and ,vat.ched his t,vo beneath the feet of the l1t1ge figt1re. For 
l1elpers as they went about their t.ask, calling ten second3 Vellam seemed to be exerting hii 
to them from ti1ne to time as t.hey seemed to strength as tho11gh to break off the l1eacJ. 
be i11 doubt. . Lehman and Bnsto,v ,vatchecl him anxiously. 

And five j,.ards bel1incl J_,,el1man stood Nelson From l1i·s shadow Lee had an equally clear 
Lee equally i11t.erested an() anxio11s over the ,.,.ie,v.. He sa,v the head of the n1arble snalce 
eff ort.s of the t,,·o · men. He had ,,,,hispercd slo,vly t\\·isti11g rott11d, bt1t it did not breal,. 
quiet]y to P1·ince Wolfram, an·d botl1 of them In another mo·n1ent there came n d11ll tl1t1d 
,vcre no,v little more t.l1a11 a part ·of one of from some place q11ite near ,vl1en Lee ,vas 
tho great pil]ars in tl1e darkness behind tl1a :i;t~nding. Lehman n11d Basto,,,, had alreaQy 
statue. begt111 to l1t1rry ro11nd tl1e base of the statue. 

'' Got tl1c first, st.eJ)S !'' It \1laS Basto,v's . It ,vas dacrk on this side, bt1t I.,e]1ma11 ,vn~ 
, .. oice ,vl1icl1 called ot1t; and 1\Iark Lehman flashi11g a light on tl1e bacl~ of t_}1e base, anrJ 
g·ro\vled approval. · in a few moments 1·c,~ealC'cl tl1e fnct that a 

For tl1e 11cxt q11arter ·.of an l1our the pro- door of marble had s,v1111g O}Jen. 
cednre lvc11t steadily 011. No,v a11d again Lee also sa,v ,,,hat l1ad J1appened. nnd ho 
\ 7 cllnn1 or Basto,v ,Youl(l rc1)eat a li11e, and k.11ew that tl1e ·secret of Dal1nania's kings 

• 
I . 

The Rontance of Man's Mastery of Speed! I 

f 

.. -'\.\,ray goes l\Ir. l(a)Te Don, tl1e world-famous 
racing motorist, in a 150 m.p.h. car tuned­
~1p for an attack on a speed record. ~Ir. Don 
1s one of the tea1n of experts who have 
'",.ritten the intensely interesting articles, 
full of the romance of man's Mastery of 
Speed on Land and Water, which appear in 
The MODERN BOY'S BOOK OF MOTORS 
S1-IIPS and ENGINES. This magnificent 
NE\V book is crowded with hundreds of 
fascinating pictures, an~well-written articles 
,vhich tell of great achievements in things 
mechanical. It also contains foui- coloured 
p1ates. 

THE MODERN BOY'S BOOK OF 
MOTORS, SHIPS 6 ENGINES 

.,.. • All ,,. , t - - 7,,16 '"ET .c.... l'1/Ct(,'SfffJCtl s' C c. - ..L~ T 

' ~----··------------

AGood 
Send-off! 

I 

----------·' 
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,,·as discovered. Afark I-"ehma.n had sue• 
ceeded after all. Ile v.,·as even now peering 
do\\:n into the dark cavity and growling out 
l1is satisfaction. 

·- '' There are Bteps here," he said. '' This is 
tl1e place, Vellam~ You,11 come do,,,.n with 
me. We'll inspect the place and decide on 
the best plan for to-nigl1t. You remain 
above, Bastow.'' 

Whether Bastow would have preferred to 
make t.ho jo"itrney with them into the treasure 
, .. a11lt or not cannot be said. He had learned 
.tJ1c alt of obedience so far as Mark Lehman 
,vas concerned. He stood by the door as tho 
ot,hor t,,,o, very· slo\\"ly and careft1lly, stepped 
througl1 and on to tl1e first soop. 

'l'l1ey disappeared at last, bttt for n time 
Bast.o,v still peered clo,vn into the cavity. 

\•\r'°l1en he moved presently it ,vas a signal 
for Lee. Ho gripped }"lri11ce ,,rolfram by the 
ar1n. 

'' Get tl1at man!'' he \\'hispered very qt1ietly 
and ,~ery slo\vly, so that tl1ere should be no 
r!1istake about l1is ,vords. 

}">robnbly the faint whisper reached Bastow. 
As l1e mo,~ed a,va·v from tl1c ca, .. itv he t-tirned . ~ 

i1esitatir1gly, as thot1gh consciotts of tl1e 
})resence of some otl1er person. · 

In tl1at same moment Wolfram leapt for­
,varll from behind the pillar. It \,~as almost 
t~tallv dark ·~hind the statt1e no,\,., and all 
tl1at Bastow sn"T ,,,as a ,-..·ild shape sv-'ooping 
do\Yn upon l1im. 

He shrieked out, filled for tlte moment with 
111·1controllble fear and dread. Tl1e next 
second Wolfram had flung himself upon l1im 
,,-itl1 &o much force thnt l1e bore him to the 
floor. 

Nelson Lee had run forward in the same 
ir1stnnt that Wolf ram mo,,ecl. But his object 
,vas a different one. With all the strengt.h 
lie possessed he began to strt1ggle \\yith the 
11(.tavy door whicl1 no\v l4y open. He gritted 
l1ia teeth and felt it moving, and tl1en ,vith 
a· final concentrated effort he felt it S\\yi11g 
slo~vly and h~avily into its place. 

From everl' corner of the hall it seemed 
tliat dull faint echoes came back to him. Tho 
tliud aa. the door fell into place ,vas followed 
bv ct1rious clicking sounds, intermingled \\Tith 
tho echoes, but there v,ras no mistaking all 
that the sounds meant. 

Tl1e machinery which ,vor ked tl10 door had 
:lllS\\'ercd again to the reverse actio11. Tl1e 
cloor \\·as locked once more:- and only by 
going through all the process a second time 
,•.ould the door reopen. 

Marie Lehman and V ellam ll"cre prisoners 
in tl1e treasttre ,,.aults of Dalmania ! 

And only three people in the \\'orld could 
J'elease t.hem. The King of Da.lmania, Nelson 
IJee and Bastow kne\\' the secret of all these 
i11tricate locb and de,,.ices ,vhich had been 
t.lie lifetime,s work of a de~d nnct gone locli:• 
smith. -

"'\\'olfram kne,v tl1c res11It. of tl10 secret., bt1t 
he !3id not k110\v ho,v tl1e cff ect ,,,as obt-ained, 
wl11le Basto\v ,•vas for t.l1e. moment in ~"'ol• 
f l'arn's povrer ! 

The moment Lee ·was s!lti.sfied that the door 
of tl1e vaults ,vas safcll' locked he tt1rned 
s,vif tly · to tl1e help of the prince. 

Not that Wolfram was in urgent need. 
His sttdden appearance had terrified Bastow 
temporarily, and the prince had not been 
slo,v to take advantage of the fact. 

Bastow \\Tas no~ lying on his back, and 
tl1e ~rince had him pinned to tl1e floor :is 
Lee Joined him. 

'' You can let him get 11p no,v, prince,''· 
t}1e detective said quietly. ''You ha,'"e n 
,veapon? \Vatch him carefully, and don't 
hesitate to shoot.'' . 

Lee himself assisted Bastow to rise, but 
0110 hand was kept free, and in . this he held 
l1is revolver. · 

As soon as Dasto,v was on his feet he felt 
the cold tot1ch of the steel on his cheek. ln 
his previot1s brief experie11ce with the man 
Lee had j11dged l1is character fairly 
accurately. 

He u·as cor11·ageot1s enot1gl1, and dot1btl~3 
,villing to talre risks-t1p to a point. After 
t.l1at point Iii.a col1rage was likely to collapse, 
a11d it ,vas tho detective's firm intentio11 to 
keep tl10 f ul)est possible control of Basto,v, 
nnd to mal,o tl1e greate5t ttse of l1im that lie 
co11lcl. 

'' (¼o befote 111e ! ,, l1e -0rdered. '' Keep ~~011r 
l1ands 11p for a time. \Vill yott searcl1 hirr1 t 

prince? lie may be an:tiot1s to get at· the 
revolver in l1is pocket." 

T HE prince ,·ery qt1ickly relieved tl1eir 
prisoner of this unnecessary article. 
It ,,·as the second ,vhicl1 BastO\\' had· 
lost to the detecti\'·e. 

Ag they came from the sl1adovt's in tJ1e dim 
light of the hall itself Lee, gave anotl1er 
order, and Bastow turned for a momeiit. 
Until now he had been too dazed to -und·er• 
stand very clearly ,,~hat ·had happened. Flis 
captors, so far as 11e had any knowledge, 
\\'ere Dalmanians, \\yho had been guarding the 
treasure hottse, contrary to Lehman's certain 
information that no g11ard was e,rer kept on 
t11e Hall of Fleeting Sl1ndo"-s. 

But, as l1is beml1secl senses retnr11ed, some­
t.hing in the ,~oice of one of his captor.CJ 
sou11ded familiar to Basto,v. He turned and 
realised the tr11 tl1. 

'' Nelson Lee!'' !1e ga3petl t.l1e nan1e l1elp• 
lessly, almost stupidly. 

'' l-3"011--'' . 
,:It ie Nelson Lee," tl1c detective- rl'tt11·n~d 

steadily. '' We have met before, Mr. Bastow. 
On tl1is occasion yot1 ,vill do exactly as I tell 
you. You quite ttnder~tand? We \\'ere play• 
i11g a game tl1e last time I met yott, To-day 
it is serious!'' 

For perhaps three seconds the litt.Ie group 
stood tl1ere just ir, front of the great ,,·l1ita 
statue. From some\\'here came a lol\', dttll 
throbbing sound, and all three guessed its 
cat1se. Lehman and \r ellam were l1ammering 
f t1riour,]v on the door which hnd closed t1pon 
tl1em, and \\·ere dotibtless calli11g lotidly for 
helo. · 
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Hut he1·e not more than a dozen yards the pl'ince, and tl1en waited u11til . the cont-
from the door behind which they were im- mander returned from the chart-room before 
prisoned, the sound was so faint that it discussing the in1mcdiate plans. 
merel7 served to intensify the strong silence ,. The king is on board this yacht?" tl10 
of this house of shadows. · commander asked. '' And you want to get 

Prince \Volfrnm was ,vatching the prisoner hirn transl erred here, return f4 Castalan, 
he had assisted in capturing with calm in- hang round until ,ve know he is quite safe, 
terest. As yet he did not fully understand and so on ?'1 

all the plotting and scheming which lay be- •• That is , .. ·hat ought to happen.'' Lee 
hind it; but he knew quito surely that 110 laughed. '' The trouble is that there mny be 
and this Englishman, Nelson Lee, were de- one or two awkward moments before we get 
fending and ,vorking for his country. to that stage. The king may be in such a 

It was Lee who broke the silence at last. condition that to move him will be dangerous. 
Bastow was still staring as a man bewitched, That's ,vhy I ,vant. to have Bastow handy, 
his lips slightly apart, and his eyes fixed on and to keep on reasonable terms ,vith him 
the face of the man who dominated the until we are sure all is well.'' 
scene. ,. He,s a medicnl man, is he?'' Denby 

"Your friends ,vill stay tl1ere for some timet asked. 
I fear,'' the detective said eventually, and '' I believe so,'' the detective said. •~ Any­
his voice echoed and re-echoed about the how, it ia fairly safe to assume that tl1ey 
hall. You have a car waiting outside, I have been using their fiendish drugs on him. 
imagine. ,Vil) you lead the ,vay to it, They are pa~t-maste1·s at that business. I 
Bastow?'' have seen quite a lot of their ,vork.'' 

''.Yes.'' Bastow jerked the ,vord 011t a.s · 
tl1ough all idea of protest had gone from his FOR the next half-hour or so they re-· 
mind. mained in the cabin, talking and dis-

The little procession moved slowly ac1·oss cussing minor .points in the gan1e 
the tessellated floor. Bastow \\·as in fro11t, before them, and at timea · recalling 
and he was in that wondering, perplexed other experiences ,vhich each of them had 
state of mind which makes a man tread had. 
slo\\·ly and ,-recy carefully. The time came at last when they went; 

Outside they paused for a moment while on deck. It ,vas now pitch dark, and the 
Lee closed the door of the main entrance. destroyer's searchlight \\·as s,veeping the sea. 
He noted that there ,vere no signs that tho ,. That•s Barendor, '1 Denby said, as the 
lock had been t.ampered with, and judged light thre,v up a little collection of houses 
that Lehman had come provided ,,yitl1 a nestling at the foot of the hills which swept 
pjoper key. · do,,"11 to the sea. 

· '' Lead 1ts to the car, Bastow,'' ·Lee told _. And there's tho boat ,ve're after '' I1e 
their capti,•e, and they moved on again. added a moment later as the broad 'beam 

· th.e shadows of _a st1mmcr evening were: 1·ested on a large yacht 1·iding at anchor in 
st~~•1~g across the1r patl1 aa they ~alked the bay. -. 
sl°◄~ly towards the broad path,vay ,vl11ch Jed When the searchlight passed on for a 
through the v-,.oods. space they observecl that there. ,vere prac-

A walk of five minutes brol1ght them to ticallJ no lights on board the yacht.· The 
a.:~rro,v gateway ir1 the great high ,vall which :f\;Iagic, as Commander Denb1's vessel was 
stJrrounded the king's estate. Outside, on na1ned, now tt1rned shoreward!, and at re­
the road, a well-equipped. modern car was duced speed ploughed its way towards the 
waiting, and its driver stared in amazement yacht. ~ 
as he saw the new passengers. But Lee's Once again the searchlight p]ayed on U1e 
re,Tolver persuaded him that -it was better vessel, which ,vas no,v lying ahead of them. 
to ·obey than argue. He ,vas forced from So far as Lee cottld .see there was no sign 
his seat. Lee got i11 beside Bastow. Prince of lif o on board. 
Wolfram took the ,vheel of the car and drove ''I'll go do,vn and see Basto,v for a fe,v 
to the hnrbo11r, the P1·esider1t's colours on moments,'' he said presently. '' We are 
the bonnet of the car assttring their rapid nearing . the stage ,vhcn his help may be 
and u11interrupted pr·ogress. · useful.,, 

·It ,vas easy to signal to tl1e dcstro:yer and By this time Basto,v's spirits had fallen to 
to board the pinnace tl1at "'·as· sent to bring zero. Tl1e k11owledge that Lehman was in 
them off. Bastow " 1as immediately put under an even more hopeless position than he ,vas 
an armed g11ard, while Leo instn1cted the did not cheer him in the least. No wonder 
commander to up-anchor and steam for l\fark Lehman had been anxiot1s to get Nel­
Barendor-Bastow having already promised son Lee out of his ,vay. The man seemed 
to tttrn l<ing's evidence to save l1is own hide, to kno,v everytbiug and to anticipate every 
and had t-0ld them where Lehn1an's yacht move they made. 
lay. It ,vas, therefore, a very st1bdt1ed Basto,v 

Nelson Lee did not believe in unneceSBe.ry ,vhom Lee sa,v when he passed the t,vo 
myste1·y. It ,vns better that both Prince gttards and entered the cabin in which t)10 
Wolfram and Commander · Denby shot1ld prisoner ,vas temporarily resting. 
unclerstand the job they were now on. For Lee talked to him qt1ietly. There was no 
,vhich reason he explained certain parts to suggestion of tlu·eat in his manner, b1.1t 
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underlying everything he said ""a~ -a little not untinged ,vith fear, l\"l1ich was in Prinre 
suggestion of poi\·er. It Vlas the iron hand \Volfram's voice; but ,v·hntever the reason, the 
in tho glove of velvet, and Basto,v realised atmosphere of the cabin seemed charged ,vith 
that it had him very firmly in its grip. mystery and ,,·onder. 

\\'hen Lee rett1rned to the deck at last he To tl1e left of Lee, Bastow seemed to be 
found a certain amount of excitement. They trying to shrink intQ less space, bt1t his eye3 
had run alongside the yacht, but no one had \\Tere fixed on Wolfram, ,,·ho hadt for the 
ans\\·ered their calls. The Cl"ew of the Magic moment. become t.110 central cJramatio figt1re. 
,verc tl1erefore making their o,,,n arrange.. ''He has come back!'' Wolfrum repeated. 
ments. One or two of tl1em ,,·ere already '' That's .good, sir.'' Commander Denby 
nboard tho yacht, and Commander Denby in- felt that e,rcryone expected him to ~peak, 
formed Lee that it wottld be possible for and his abrupt, matt.er-of-fact tones acted as 
l1im to go on board in a very fe\\? minutes. a tonic. 

'' Bttt ,ve'd better send a fe,v of our men Lee nodded, and bent q11ickly over Denis 
first,'' -he added. '' The ,vl1ole boat ·seems Dalmain again• then after a very brief 
deserted. Queer state of affairs altogether." _ examination tu~ned t:, Basto,v. Even as he 

"I'll go and bri.ng my,, f~iend Basto,v u~," did so the' figure on tho bed moved un-
L_ce ans,vered genially. I 11 go aboard with eusily and began to moan a little. 
h1m. '' . . ., TJ1is is some of your fiendisl1 work, is 

A fc,! minutes later the det~t1~e was it?'' Lee demanded; and again Bastow tried 
c~lam~er1ng on to the yac~t, and Just ahead to shrink back. '' You've got an antidote 
of him was Bastow.. Prine& Wolfram_ and for the poison yo11've been putting into him? 
Commander De11by fol!o,ved them. Actually ,viii :rou get· it ? '' 
tl1e yneht ,vas not ent1~ely deserted, but tho Bnsto\v made no attempt to answer him., 
t~ree m_en who wero its .sole crew for th~ but turned quickly to the cupboard near tho 
time being were not anxious to meet any head of. the bed. Fron1 one of the shelves he 
one. They Vfere ~r~gged out .at last, but took do,vn a small bottle and looked at it 
that ,vas a minor incident. . with an air of anxiety for a fe,v momenta. 

Tho prospects of any fighting, -~o,vevcr, ''You are · qt1ite sttre it· is right?'' Lee 
1vcre completely gone. For all practical pur• k d 
poses the yacht was at t~eir mercy. B~st~w as «

0r;o. making no mist.ake, Mr. Lee," 
,,olunteered the explanat1oi:i The maJor1ty . Basto\\· aru,vcred. ,, I-you've got me beat. 
of the cre,v had gone ~ assist M;ark ~ehman. I'll do my best .. btit it'll take time.,, 

At one of the cab111S on the main deck ' . 
Basto,v pa11sed, and, after some little·· . ~Ie. prepared a syringe for the necessary 
n1a~oouvring, opened t~e door. . . 1n~~ct1on. . . • . 

'' Here'd the man ·vou want '' l1c said "',.itl1 Ho,,,. long will it take for him to re• 
the air of one ,vho .,had don; e,,.erythi~g ex- co,rer?'' asked Lee. 
JJcct,ed of him. '' S~me hours," rett1rned . Bastow. '' But 

''Thank you!'' he V\'1ll recover. I c~n pro~1se that, althougl1 
I .. ee stepped inside nnd s,"'·itchcd on the I c;,ught ~ st,ay by him. 1'11ind yott, l\Ir. Le~; 

Jicrht. But one arm was still linked through you promised to do ,vhnt ~~011 cotlld for me. 
B~stow's. Behind him Prince \\rolfram and '' 1:---ott keep your sicle of the bargain and 
C!ommander Denby still follo,Yed. If Bastow _I'll keep min£','' said Lee. 
had any idea of achie,1 ing some sudden coup He arranged witl1 Denby for the return of 
l1iB prospects were distinctly poor. tl1e destroyer and tl1e yacl1t to Castalan. A 

'' Close tl1e door!'' Lee called, as he stepped crew was placed aboard the yacht, \\,.hich wa3 
to,vards tho single bertl1. called the ltfystery, and while Bastow fo11ght 

Tho man who lay there 11?.d his face turned to save the king's life the vessels steamed on 
to the bulkhead. Very gently Lee moved their courses and dropped anchor 011tside 
him so that the ligl1t illttmined his features. Cast.a.Ian harbour. 
From behind him came a sudden sharp cry, Both Lee and Prince Wolfram found the 
nnd the prince· stepped s,viftly to his l;ide. business of ,vaiting a very trying one. Botl1 

'' l\fy co11sin ! '' he ~asped. '' He's chn11gcd- of them ,,,ere anxiou.s · to get ashore as quicklv 
b11t it is tho king, Lee!', as possible, and to r,ake the king ,vith them. 

He turned round at Inst and faced Denby, There "~ere any number of difficulties still to 
ns though anxious to impart his news to be· faced apart from the fact that the detec­
e,,.eryone. tive \\"anted to relense Lel1man and his com.• 

''It's the king!'' he repeated again. ''King panion. A good D)any hours passed, ho\\·• 
Denis of Dalmania t He ha.s come back-at ever, before tl1e condition of tl1e king war• 
last ! '' __ ranted the idea of moving him. 

• It \l'as some,vh·at shortly after noon when 
CH A PT ER 9. Denis Dalmain sat up of his own accord 

· after a lo11g and peaceful sleep. Even no\V 
Facing the Multitude. he st.ill seemed dazed and bewildered. 

T HE scene in the little cabin \\·as one '' Don,t tro11ble to ask any .questions,., Lee 
,vl1icl1 Denby remembered long after- t.old him quiet.1y. ''Yott remember me­
wa~ds. Perhaps it ,vas that ghastly Nel~on Leer Yot1r cousin, Prince Wolfram, 
,vh1te face on tl1e pillo,v, or it may is here, too. E,·erything ia \\'orking out 

have been the strange note of excitement, sp~~ndidly !'~ 
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''B11~ where an1 I?'' Der1is Dal1nain lost Ile fln11g l1ig ar111s al>Otlt De11is Dn1main,. 
the dull look ,vhich had been abottt his eyes and l1oisted hi111 over his sl101tlder. Pri11co 
a11d bega11 to sho,v sigi1s of excitement. \Volf1·an1 stepped i11 fro11t of him. Actt1all~r, 
'' Tell me! \Vhat has happened?'' 1..,ee sa,v very little of ·,vhat took place in tl1e 

It ,vas the pri11ce ,.._ho came for,vard to next three min11tes or so. Fortt1nat.cly, son1e 
calm l1i1n. of tl10 1no·b recognised Prince Wolfram, a11cl 

'' You shall hear everything presently, his prese11ce }1ad a good effect. They stoofl 
De11is, '' he whispered to hin1. '' But we are aside as he strode forward to the porch ,vhicl1 
11car Castalnn, and whe11 yo11 are strong gave entrance to the l1ouse on this side. 
e11oi1gh we are going on shore.'' '' Yot1 keep in f1-011 t of me now, Lee,'' he 

'' Strong c11ough? '' The l{ing began to whispered. '' \Ve'll get admittance some--
make a11 effort to get 11p, and Lee quietly how.,, 
restrained him. '' I feel quite strong enough. Ho called to the other tl'l·o, the naval officer 
Let t1s go at once!'' and Bastow, ,vho had followed them. Be-

lt was a ft1ll ·hot1r, however, ·before- they tween them. they succeeded eventually i11 

<lecided to make the effort. The king was attracting the attention of someone in tho 
made presentable. Lee had aTranged for house, and very· cautiously the great bolts 
Prince Wolfram a11d Basto,v to accompany on this particular door ~"ere withdrawn. 
l,im a11d the king, and also h·ad a naval officer 
and four men to join them on shore, partly to Lee, still ·bearing his burde11 across l1is 
look after Bastow, and partly to be at harld shottldcr1 staggered inside the moment the 
'\rhen he rete·ased 'Lehman and· Vellam from cloor ·opened. Standing just inside was Sit· 
the Hall of Fleeting. Sha.dows. . The plan ,,,as Charles Grettrex, · a big service revolver i11 

his hand. 
to go first to Sir Charles Grettre:x. · u I saw you myself.'' he said quickly, a.s 

Eventually, the ·whole p~r'ty went asho~e. Lee put down Denis Dalmain. ''Yott wo11l<l 
Fortunately,·· the car in· wl\ic·h · they had come never l1ave ·got in otherwise. As it is:--'' 
to the po.rt ·the. p_revious . night. -,vas stil! in . He brok·e off abruntly to J·ump to the doo·r. 
the shed · where 1t had b~en left~ The king, l"' 
J1eavily muffled and ~areful]y wrapped ttp, Leo for the moment was too interested i11 
,,·as put in. the car,- and . ·with him weiit_ !earnin·g if. Dalmain wer~ all right to follo,v 
\\1olfram, Bast-0"~, and one _of the naval Just ~vhat ~~ppe~e~, bt1t 1n a moment '?~ t,vo 
officers. ·· Lee himself took the wheel. . he hen~ the clanging of the bolts nga1n au<1 

41:angements were made. so that th~ r_e- hear~ ~ 1
,~, Cha~~as_ ~aufh· . . . 

1na1n1ng members of tl1e· party could keep 1n Pr1n<:e. ,volfr~m wa.s already c:x:pla1n1ng 
tot1cl1 and be at· ha11d if ,vanted. They ,vot11d.-. someth11~g of '':hat had l1appened. Betw~cn 
follo,v on foot to the British Legation. tl1em, he ·and Lee managed to get the king 

.. Castalan v.'ns th1·ee to,\·ns- •j,,, one. There ,,·as to a more ,comfo_rtaQle _apartment. 
· t-he port, the old_ city, and the reside11tial Ine,·}tably -there ,vas a certai.n amount of 
-part n1nong the hills \\'ere all the great ones co11fus1011 111 those first fe,v minutes. Not 
. -of Dalmania had castles and \\'onderf ul parks. until they ,vere in this second room di<l 
· > It ,vas, ·ho,vever, to the· ·old city 7that Lee.- Grettrex . ~eali~~ ,vl10 it was that Loe hacl 

·· no,v c1ro·ve. Here in 0110 of t11e mair1 sqt1arcs brought \\"1tl1 him to the ho11se. 
-\yere tlie l1ot1scs ,~,.hich were occupied by the "Tl1e king!'' q.rettrex gasped. ''But thi.➔ 
chief foreign reprcse11tative.s to the court of . ""hat's b~h,nd it all, .Lee 7 I'~ hop~--

. King Denis. 'ro-day -the llort \Va& even more Ie~lf pttzzled o"·er ~verytlr1ng. , Listen to 
-.deserted than it l1ad been yesterday. Yet,. as this mad crowd ot1ts1de. They II break 111 

Lee approached the main town. it -•became -here presently.'' 
p]ain that something. ltnt1sttal .. ,vas· astir, and ''Wh~ ?'• Lee asked. '' What is all tl1is 
it was not Jor1g before.; an angry · mob sur- commo~1on abottt now? \Vl1y are they co11-
roi1ndcd the car ,,.,.i_th savage c1:ies and mena·c- ce11trat1ng on yot1r ho11.se ?'' 
i11g gesture. · . . . Grettrex: sat down. Outside the roaring 

}i""rom \\"hat -,,·as yelled it was plain that nnd the shot1ting still went on. Now a11ct 
. Nelson Le~. h,~d· been . recognis~d as an then there- was a curious ,vailing as thot1gh 
E~1glishman

1
~~ and tlie_ ~almanian~ _ were not a name .,\·as being called 011t simultaneous}:}~ . 

. ~r1e11dly to,,,ards Englishmen Jttst then. '' They're calling for me,'' the Envoy 
\\:"'olfram was· amazed at this strange turn of smiled, b11t there ,vas a tottch of bitterness 

. e,·ents, £or "Thich there appeared to be no about it. '' I- shall go to them again 
1·hyme or reason: He sho11ted to Lee to turn presently. But what can I do? Can 1-daro 
·b~ck, bttt. the detective was not one to be I tell them yet that the king is- safe?'' 
liglitly turned from h~ p~trpose. He set ;.his '' What's happened?'' Lee asked sha1·ply. 
foot hard on the accelerator, and t.l1e speeding '' There seems to be a whole mass of mis-
Ci\r charged through the scattering mob. understanding over this.'' 

Bt1t althottgh they gained the ot1tsidc of the 
British Legation, the mob s,va1·med rot1nd, 
111ore dangerous than e,~er. Stones ,vere 
l1urled and sticli:s brandished. 

"We'll l1a ve to n1ake a dash for it,'' said 
J..,ce. '' They are bo11nd to let us i11, and 
any,vay there sho11ld be eno11gh shelt.er abot1t 
tl1e l10U!5e. .£\re J~o11 ready 1'' 

G RE'fTREX nodded, nr1cJ very _qt1icl{y 
explained. For da)·s past 1t ,vas 
obvio11s tl1at the r1e,v government 
,vas in clifficulties. Their position 

,vot1ld ,,.ery speedily have become u11ten~bJc 
]1ad anyone arisen to lead the people. Unfor­
_tt1nately, those ,vho ,Yot1ld ha,·e st1pported tl1e 
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, l{ing lrere I1elpless beca11se tl1c-y "·ere t1tterly 
,vithout kno,vledge of tl1eir r11ler. 

111 tl1e cnrl it had not -been any one man 
who hatl led the soldiers and the citizens so 
mttc.h as a gradual grol\pth. R11moura began 
to gro,v, and even during tl1e nigl1t tl1ere 
i1nd been a certain amot111t of fighting be­
t,vcen the gttard which tl1e nev.,. go,Ternment 
-had 1nanaged to retain and the to\vnspeople. 
It had ended by a demand for Mastrick, tl1e 
preside11t of the 1·epublic.. For a ·brief space 
he faced tl1e crowd this morning. 

'' There "\\·asn't any real fighting,'' Grettrex 
explained. '' It's ridic11lot1s, . really. The 
,vholc go,·crnment collapsed~ M86trick assert.s 
tl1ere is some plot,· and that he has really 
been t.rl-:-ing to protect the people all· through. 
An.yho,,,., ,ome of. tl1e army people have col­
lared him, and there will be a chance for him 
to explain later on.'' 

Tl1e r~rttblic's collapse l1ncl me~elj~ brougl1t 
011 a st1l moro dangerotts phase. Masti·iclc's 
tall, . of a plot had started C\'"en . ,vilder 
run1ot1rs, ar1d i11 the presez1t sitt1ation any• 

· tl1i11g n1igl1t ·happen. · 
'' Tl1a t is tl1e only ,nan \\. 110 can save the 

situation,'·' Gr~ttrex said ,·er~ .. quietly. '' l\fas­
trick: sprca(l tl1e !tory· that some Englishmen 
had capt11red t-I1e xing and taken· him to 
England. General Bainim came here an l1our 
:or t,,,.o aero. I've cabled England, and the 
gencrnl tolll tl1e cro,,rd l kne,v nothing, bt1t 
·,v{'s doing ~y best. 1 ' 

Ho- Jlttt ottt · l1is l1ands ,Yith a little sttggee-
tion of -l1elples.sness. · 

'' And . the king is here!" he added. 
'' General Bainim told ·me they had· captured 
abo11t t,,·ent.y men tl1is morning near the 
ki11g's palace. A mixed cro,,1 d they.•· ,vei:e _ 
all sorts a11d nationalities, apparently. \Vho 
they arc or '"'hat they ·-are l .canoot say. but 
Bai11i111 asserts that they arc mixed up in this 
revoltttio11. Z..lastrick, of cottrse, is trying to 
ge.t 011t of .nll re.epo~si-bilit~,. now ~y blamin~ 
~hIS mJ,·ster1ous Englishman and his helpers! 

'' Tl1at accounts for tl1eir hostility to me,'' 
Lee laugl1ed. -' 1 Still, I kno\\' the man they 
mean. l don't tl1ink he's British actually, 
b11t tl1at's a minor point-. I hope t-o be able 
to hand l1im over to tl1is General Bainim 
afterwards, tlnless he'll let me take him 
a \\·ay. \\7 e'v:o got one Ol' t,,,.o cl1arges against 
him in England.,, 

T-he noise outside had gro,,·n in volume 
again, and, judging by certain sounds, they 
,vere l1ammering on the doors of the house. 
Grcttrcx jumped to his feet. 

'' I must go out on the ,reranda, '' he said 
abruptly. '' \\.,.l1at can I tell them?,, 

Lee tttrned to the corner of the room, 
where, on the couch, tl1e king w~as no,v 
Jying. Prince \Volfrnn1 ,vas talking to him, 
a11d still explai11ing something of ,vhat had 
l1appcned since he had last seen his cousin. 

"One minute!'' the detectiv·e nodded to 
G1·ettrex, and "'ent quietly o,·er ,to the t,vo. 
'\T ery briefly he expla i11ed something of the 
exact situation of t.he moment. 

'' llo,,, are you feeling no'\'\", J-ottr Majesty?'' 
lie aslied the kin·g. '' Do lrOU think you 

co11ld sho,v yot1rsel£~ji1st for a fe,v momc·nts 1 
That ,,,.ottl{i, so I gather, 60lve nll tl10se 
problems." 

''I ,viii do it,'' tl1e li:ing said q11icl,ly·. ''Yott 
and \\7 olf ram could s1tpport me ? " 

'' \\.,. c could gi,,.e yot1 something t.o gi vc y·ot1 
temporary strel!gth, '' Lee· aclded, tl1e11 t11r11e(l 
to Grettrex. · ' \Vhere arc the otl1er t,vo 
fellov.·s ,vl10 came ,vit.11 tts? A na,~al officer 
and an A1nerican doctor. It's the 1netlical 
man I ,vant. '' 

'' I'll look for tl1e111, '' Grettre:1: ~aicl. 
''You're sure they came i11 "ritl1 yon? I 
don't remen1bcl' s~eing a11y·o11e bttt yott 
three.,, 

\Vithin a ,,.cry sl1ort time it lYas Qi.tit~ 
definitely established that the l"o1111g naval 
officer and Basto,v had not entered tl1e house. 
Nor ":-as tl1cre ti111e jtts·t at present to spert(r 
i11 h\1r1ting for t-hem. Another violent bang­
ing on the n1ai11 entra11ce door of tl1e hol1se 
told tl1em tl1at ,,.ariotts people v;ere anxiotu 
to force admission. 

Apparentl,!-1 ono of Sir · Charles Grctt.rex-c 
staff decided to take risks and opened tl1e 
door. A fe,v 1noments later a dapper man 
in a ligl1t blt1e u11iforn1 c·~me dashing up tl1e 
stairs ·and almost ran into Lee· and Grettrex, 
standing j11st Olttside· the room in v..-hich tl10 
king \\~as ,vaiti11g. · 

'' I say, Gr·et.trex, '' the little military man 
began in curious mincillg E11glish, '' :yo11 
1nust speak again! Can•t }-ou llromisc? 
They are getting -beyond 011r co11trol. ()ar, 
:)rou. tl1ro\Y 110 ligl1t--" 

He broko off as J1e realised tl1e presence 
of the third 1nan. 

"General Bainim; l\!r. Nelson Lee, rcpre­
. senting the British Gove1'111nent," Sir (~!harJe3 
Grettrcx said, ,rithol1t .tro11bli11g to be t.oo 
exact. · •L 

Tl1e little man bo,ve<l. 
'' The present situation is most srriotts, 1.Ir .. 

I ... e(\, '' 110 said. '' \\7 e ha,1 c had a rc-,"oltttion 
in this countij"; the king disappeared. Yes-­
te1·day-to-day-,ve have a counter-re,·olt1tion. 
It is all so ven" childish, yet it ma3• .have 
gra,"e rcst1lts. A st1mmer madness, I think 
you ,vould call it. If only the king ,vould 
appear! If the king appeared i11 petson--'' 

G1·ettrex opened the door. 
'' Will yott enter, general ? ,, he s11ggested, 

and he and Lee follo,,,.ed tl1e military man 
into the room. 

As tl1ey entered, Prince Wolfram t11mecl 
from the ,vindo~', wl1ere ihe h·ad bee11 e11• 

gaged in forcing back the shutters. Qttite 
near l1in1 stood Denis Dalmain-as Lee still 
prefe1·red to call him. 

F OR a n1om~nt tl1e little general stood 
st.ook still on t.I1e tl1resl1old, petrifie(l 
,,·itl1 nstonisl1ment, it seemed. 

'' \Yell, Bainim ! Have I 1·ett1rned 
in time?'' 

It was a ,,·cak, almost pitift1l voice, arid 
very far from ki11gly yet, bttt its effect on 
the general \\'as magical. Ho darted across 
t.he room nnd had bent do,l\·n on one knee 
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before tl1e lii11g. Lee sa,v hi1n raise the 
ki11g's ha11d and touch it with his lips. 

Ho v,tas on his feet again presently, and 
then began a swift disct1ssion in which pos­
sibly the general became tho dominating 
person for a space. This was, perhaps, be· 

. cat1se Lee ,vas bt1sy n1ixing certain medicine 
,vhich Grettrex had managed to find. T·l1eir 
h1111t for the 11aval 1nan and Bastow had 
been in vain, and it ,vas necessary to keep 
on dosing Denis Da1main. . 

As the detective crossed the room ,vith the 
tt1mbler of )iqt1id, the king called to him. 

'' Bainim agrees! I -mt1st go ottt ! " he said. 
,. I cannot say mt1ch, but Baini1n understands 
ever:ything. \Vilt )~ot1 help me?'' 

It seemed iliat he ,vas determined to ha,·c 
Nelson Lee by l1is side during what \\"'Ottld 
doubtless ho a trying five -minutes. 

rl'he shutters \\1 hich ha.d darkc11ed the room 
J1ad no,v · been flung. back, .and tl1c ,vide 
French ,,·indows opened. EYen_. whi]o the 
king \\~as raising the · glass " 1hich Lee had 
:brought, General Bainim and Sir Charles 
G1·ctt_rex h~d. · stepped . out 9n to the 
balcony. . . · . , . 

Th" shouting : a11<l. _ the noise had risen to 
a tum11lt as· tlie t,-.·o · men ,verit for,vard. 
General Bainim• turned for an instant to 
beckon to J-'ee I and Prince . ,volfram~ A 
moment, later he was. ~tan.ding on the 
balcony, anrl ns 1-'ee came · along on the 

. rigl1t side of King Denis. the little general 
l1ad unsl1eathcd his S\Vord and ,vas· holding 
it aloft. · 

Its effect ,vas i1nmediate. The noise 
quietened to a gentle roll, tl1en sank to 
11othing 1nore than a faint m11rmt1r. Still the 
general waved his sword. Standing just at 
·tl1e back of tl1c ve1·anda, Lee co1tld see the 
gently s,,ya:yi11g mass of men ,vi th upturned 
faces, all concentrated on that little figure 
in bl11e ,~;}10 l1cld tho sword above his head. 

Not until absolute quiet had fallen die] 
General Bainim speak. He did not say a 
great deal, and ·he spoke, of co11rse, in his 
11ative tongt1e. \Vhcthei- very many in the 
cro\,·d hoard nll that he said ,vas doubtful, 
lJut good 11c,vs; at times flies even. n1ore s,viftly 
than rumo11r. . 

The rcvol11tion had come~an·d gone! It 
J1ad been a tricl,. Bt1t it had not dcccive<l tho 
people of Castalan. r11ey had waited tl1eir 
time. and bel1old-to-day ! 

Like them, the king 11ad been deceivecl. 
l-Ie had also st1ffered. B11t he had won 
through., and his fricn<ls \\"ere here ,vith him 
to-day. 

Ile turned, ·and Lee and Prince Wolfram 
stepped fonvard. still s11pporting the king. 
As he drew to tl1e I"ails of the ,reranda, how­
ever, he stoocl alone, resting his hands on 
tl1e iron,vork. . 

For perl1aps t,vo seconds, though it seemed 
longer to botl1 Nelson Leo and Princo Wol­
f ram, a st1·ange silence fell on tho crowd. 
It ,vas as if every one of them ,vas held 
in his place, and not able to do- anything 
but stare up at the figure now. rigl1t in tl1c 
forefront of tl1e others· on the balcony._. 

The general ,vas tl1e first to move. He 
took a step for\\'"ard and whispered son1c­
thing to the king. 

Even as he did so tho same idea had evi­
dently entered the mi11d of King Denis. He 
opened his lips, and ,vitl1 a trcmendo11s effort 
called aloud. 

'' My people '' he began. 
It acted as a signal. General Bainin1 l1nd 

said that in their· present mood the cro,,,cl 
needed some outlet, and, whatever happened, 
there ,vould be so1ne climax to all the feeling 
and_ the exciten1ent which swayed them. 

They found it no,v·. It seemed as thot1gl1 
the cheering ,~,.ould go on for ever. Time a11d 
time again the king raised his hand to 
ackno,vledge this amazing show of e11-
tht1sinsm. 

For a time, indeed, lie almost forgot tl1at 
l1e was still a sick ma11. Then presently 110 
tumed, and in his eyes was a look whicl1 
Lee had not seen before. The dttll glaze 
had left tben1, and _they were shining agai11. 

As he tttrned he smiled on General Bai11i111 
and tried to speak. TJ1en, like a man i11 a 
dream, he nodded joyfully to Sir Cha1·lcs 
Grettrex and to his cous~, ·Prince Wolfra111. 

Sudde.nly l1is hand "·ent out, n11d he l1a<l 
gripped Lee•s right -hand firmly. 

'' l\'Iy little hour of triumph!'' He managed 
to make his words audible above tho di11. 
'' But it is really your triumph, Lee. If yolt 
had not kcpt--t' · 

'' I think, sire, that you should go indoors· 
a11d 1·est now," Lee said ve1·y grave]y. A11d 
-Prince Wolfram nod·ded his agreement. 

Tl1cy left General Bainim to add the fi11isl1-
·ing t.otteh:es to the trit1mphant n1oment. 
\Vith a last sal11to the king tt1rned, and, still 
lea11ing on.· the .arn1s of Nelson Lee and 
Prince Wolfram, he 1·e-entered the 1"oon1. 

'' And that,'' said Sir Cl1arles Grottrcx, as 
he joitled them a little later1 '' is tho en{1 
of fr l'ev·olution !'' 

----
CHAPTER 10. 

The Way o_f Escape f 

I T ,vas, as Sir C11a_ r1es l1ad said, the_ encl 
of the 1·cvolution in Dalmania. B11t· it 
was not qttite the end of tl1c case so 
far as Nelson Leo ,vas co11cerned. . 

He hoped and believed, however, that it 
,vas the beginning of tl10 end. There ,vas 
still a fair amount of ,vork to be accom­
plished, and ono or t,vo a,vkward details to 
be o, .. ercome .. 

111 a sl1ort time 11e managed to d1·a,v Sir 
Charles Grettrex 011 one side. 

'' They l1aver1't found that fellow Basto,v 
yet?'' he asked. You migl1t put someo11e 011 

to the job of hunting for l1i1n, and for t-l1at 
na vnl office1• ,vho l1ad charge of him.'' 

''I'll do that at once,'' Grettrex a.greed. 
'' The next questio11 concerns tho ~ccr£lt 

,,·hich 11as been the cat1se of all this bother-," .. 
Lee ,vent on. '' There are still two men in1-
prisoned in tl1e treast1re vnt1lts. Appare11tlv, 
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011r friend, General Bu i11im, has gathered in It did 11ot t.ake a ,,ery expe1·t ex3mination 
rnost of the men who ,vent to help Lel1man.'' to rnake certain tl1at these boxes had not 

''He certai11ly captt1red a nt1mber of men been tot1cl1ecl in a11y ,,,nv. Eacl1 one of them 
r1ear the grounds of the king's palace,'' ,\·ould Jlrobably l1a,,.e 11e"eded four men to lift 

- (Jrettrex said. '' They \Yill bo treated as tl1e1n from tl1eir places. llad Lel1man's plait~ 
1·evolt1tio11aries, and are Bainim's prisoners.'' gone exactly as he desired he ,vot1ld dot1bt.· 

'' I'm not anxious to rob him of them,'' less ha,'c been a blc to have each box removed 
Lee 1·etorted. '' Though I sho11ld rather like to tl1e transport ,,:l1icl1 :\1astrick l1ad nrranged 
to take the other fellO\\:OS back \\rith me, if to send for hin1. 
~·ou can get over the formalities. i1eantime, ,vhat actt1ally l1appened ia known to some 
do you think Bainim will provide a gttard? extent, and tl1e rest can be imagined.. As 
I'll explain the purpose ""hen it hns ·been a 1natter of fact, Nelso11 Lee mnde very 
fi:-s:ed ttp." c3ref ul inqt1iries before he left Castalan, nncJ 

They disct1ssed · the question ,~ith the established beJ,.ond any doubt the full tr11tl1 
general himself presently. Prince \Volfram of the matter. 
'"ns also <lraw11 into the disc~sion, and by It is only fair t.o say that Bastow carried 

_ 110w tl1c king himself knev.' that the secret out his promise to give the king proper 
of tl1e treas11rc hotlse \\?as 110 longer in• treat.me11t. !\fore~ lie intended -to go on witl1 
violat-e. that treatment, ha,ring recognised the fact 

'' Bt1t tl1e treasure is,'' Lee asst1red him. that lie had more to gain blr pla~ring straight 
''\Ve ha,·e robbed l\{ark Lehma11 of his spoils. ,vith Nelson Lee than in any other way. 
Later on YOll will be able to malce fresh Tl1en can1e the moment when Lee's whole 
arrangen1ents for the protection of the energies \\"ere concentrated on the task of 
t.reasure. Meantime, I want to get up there getting King Denis into the hottse of Sir 
as quickly as possible.'' h · h f l 

In a ,-cry short time Lee had made all the C arle.s Grettrex against t e anger o t 1e 
ai"rangement.s he desired. \Vithin half an mob. 
J1ot1r he ,,·ae in a cat- ~upplied by ·Si~ Charles It ,vas Bastow's chance. He took it and 
lfrettrex, and Prince wo,fram \\·as again by made a quick bolt for liberty. The naval 
his side. They had searched fir.st of all for officer \\?110 i1ad been temporarily interestell 
tl1e car in ,vhiclt they had made the joi1rney in tl1is game of running the gau11tlet was 
from tl1e port that morning, but it had mo~entarily · take11 by s11rp!i-~e ,,?hen he 
n131steriously ,,anished. . = . realised t.hat the man i11 l11s charge ha,J 

General Bainim had also agreed to send up gone. 
a properly constituted guard to take charge He gave chase, i10,ve,"er, and very soon 
of the Hall of Fleeting Shadows. They became hopelesslv in, .. olved ir1 the cro~?d i11to 
\·,-ould also gi,·e Lee any assi~tance -he needed, ,vhich Basto,v had promptly plunged. ' , . I 
~s it had not. ·bee~ possible for him to get After that tl1e nal-·al man had a rot1gh. 
1nto to11cl1 again with the men ,vho llad ·come · •ti1ne. His l11ck. as he said afterwards, was 
ashore f ron1 the destroyer. • . _ r ~ badly out. By the time l1e managed to shake 

They reached the Hall quickly; and Lee off ,,.arious members of the cro,,,d ·lie caught 
and \\Tolfram descended from the oar. The a last glimpse of tl1e car, in which he hiI11• 
l)rince had chosen t\\·o officers to accompany self bad travelled,· being dri,·en a,vay. 
l1im, and_ t.he. four of .. them made their way He still stt1ck to his job, ho,\rever, but l1i, 
011ce again to the main entrance. The door adventttres after that- .scarce Iv concern tl1i:i 
~eq}lired no unlocking, and tl1~y went ~traight story. A 111an has not mttch chance in a 
111s1de, a~d ac~oss the mosaic fioo1' to the competition again.st a good car, and it is 
STeat ,vh1te statue. sufficient to sav that Basto,v got clear awav .. 

' ' It is rat,hei- a lengt-hv proceeding to open A ti h... d t · r,,ht to tl H ·ll 
tl1e door of the ,·ault,1' Lee explained, as pparen Y 8 ro,"e. s raio . 1!' a 
11 . led tl1e way. '' \Ve'd better look at the where L~hman and Vellam \Yere ~mpr1soned. 
cl~or itself first.,, At the t11~e \\"~en ~e~ ,vas arranging- to st1p· 
. They went t.o t.he back of the statue, but p"'ort the king 1n his Jo11rney to the. veranda, 

even as the detective ftaRhed his light into Basto,v. mitst. l1ave been working the 
tlie dark shado,vs l1e realised that he had mechanism ,vliich released tl1e great door. 
come t-oo late The fact t·hat this door \\·as open \\Tas st1Hi-

The door ~f the ,-rault Jay open! cient in itself to sho,v that the two pri~nera 
Tl1e probable explanation of this ffasl1ed and the man vtho released them ,,·ere Jn 110 

i11to his mind at once. Bastow! mood to \\·orry about treasttre. 
''Yott had better come dol\1n l\·ith me,'' Do1tbtless.Bas~ow would tell them of ,vl1at 

Lee said qt1ict.ly, turning to Prince Wolfram. v.as happening in ~he town and of the nee(l 
•' \Ve sl1ould soon be able to tell if anything for speed. T·hey did not 6top to take aw Dy 
l1as been disturbed.,, • ev·_en tl1e most , trivia~.· rne!Dento of tlieir 

Together the two descended the steps 1nto t\\·entl"-fo11r hour~ capt1, 1t.y 1n the treasure 
tho n1tIBty ,·ault. Below they found that tho vaults of Dalma11ia. 
,-a11lt consisted of one fairly long corridor, One can only imagine tl1at they got to tl1e 
and tl1i~ ,\ras lined for a certain length with car again as quickly as possible. \\.,.here they 
lie·avy iron boxes. The boxes themselves ,vent, ,~,.hat l1ardsl1ips they may have ha.d to 
\l~ere each secured ·by a big, old-fashioned and endttre, or what precat1tions tl1ey took to 
apparently_ ,:-cry complicated lock, avoid J)eing trRced, can only be g11csse-d. 
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N ELSON LEE did not stay \1"Cl'Y long at 
t-he Hall of ]fleeting Shado,vs, once 
he l1ad satisfied himself that no l1arm 
hnd be£ alle11 the treasure. The door 

"1as. closed again, and Prince Wolfram went 
ot1tside and made arrangements for the g,.1ard 
to keep watch 11ntil f ttller and more adequate 
nirangement.s had been made. After that, 
Nelson Lee a11d tl1e prince rett1r11ed to tho 
city and ,ve11t to tl1e. l1ot1se of Sir Charles 
Grettrex. 

By no,v the c1~,vd had dispersed, tl1011gh 
both the square and the streets ,vere still 
,vell populated. But the early rt1mot1rs J1ad 
b~en displaced, a11d something of tl1e real 
_truth was lrno,vn. . 

Above everything ~"e111ained th-e one gre~t 
facL-the king had come back I Nor was 1t 
true that he had run away. There had been 
some vile -tre~hcry, and even yet the king 
,vaa weak and · ill-but he hnd beaten his 

• e11em1es. I • • • 

The king "~~ still resting at Sir Charles' 
]1ouse. H~ was _ l~king _fairly well d~spije 
the fact that Bastow's -tre·atment had been 
suspended. He was now in- t_he ·bands of hia 
o,vn ph:ysician. -Sir :·Charle's· Orettre:i: told 
Lee this before the detective went in to see 
the kin·g. ~ · · · · · ; ·· · 

• 

'' Yot1 can ct1t 011t the reference to n1e,'~ 
Lee laughed. '' I'll explain my. little part 
,vhen I get back.'' 

'' Oh, bt1t I'm bound to c:xplain1'' Grettrex 
cxpostula ted. 

~\nd aft.er that Lee had to assist him "·ith­
cert.ain details for his ,vritten dispatch. 

Presently Prince \Volfram came out from 
the king and &ttggested that Nelson Lea 
should go in and see him. Just what passed 
at tl1at interview ca11 only bo guessed as Lee 
l1imse]f preserves a discreet .silence. beyond 
t.he fact that they. felt justified in congratula­
ting each other. · 

A! an ot1tcome, hO\\"ever, · the detective did 
not return to Englund quite so aoon as he 
had intended. Nor did the destroyer leave 
the port of Castalan i1nmediately. · Instead, 
on Ute following evening, there v.-·as a ba11qt1et 
at the palace on the hill overlooking .the o1cf 
city, Comma11clor De11by, of · the Magic, and 
two of his officers were preJ,ent. Sir Charles 
Grettrex and Prince \Volfram v;ere also there, 
and so ,vas Generai Bainim~ But the chief 
g1.1est of the feast ,vas Nelson Lee. . 

'' l. shall see, you. ~gain, I hope-, in London, 
ve~y_ !OOU !'' the king told Lee quietly. 
'' When everything here has settled do,vn 
again I hope .to make a .more pleasant trip 
to _.your country, and next time someon~e -
tl1e Queen of Dalmania-will return witl1 
me!'' 

'' He's ,~,fry aqxious to see.·! ypu _ alone . for 
a time, Lee,'' Grettrex said. '' But I suggest 
tl1e prince goes to him first, You see, I'm 
,,·anti11g ~our help, too.'' 

"lrt.. J L d '. -: ·, . THB J!!ND. '' \-_, ,iat about?'' ·ee aske . -~ ~ · · 
. .. 

t'l'll _have - 19 .a~vjse. _t·h~ i.9.Qvemni~nt ~! (Nelson_ Lee atacl· Nipper in Tibei •• ~, 
~veryth111g th~t has happened, of course, '' The T·reasure of Hunger Dese1-t I ,, is 
Grettrex explained. '' There's . a cable I'm tJae. tit.I• ,;,,t ~ aeeela,!11 stirring detecti"t,e-. 
se11ding Just to ,~ay t~at the king has returned' ·thriller, -- u,Jliela deal• wifJa tlw ama.ing 
ancl •air 1s well. ·ocl~•fures o/ the fa·inou• deteelive and •-is 

He handed o,·e1· the decoded· copy of his assutant in fl1e Far East. You aimply 
111c·~sage. · ntust read it I 

' . 
~lllllfllllllllltllflllllllllllltllltflllUtllllllllllllllUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIL!: lfr. Smith: ''Really? \Vell~ I \\~on(lcr if = you'd mind putting ·this ' lost' notice· in your ---- READERS' PRIZE 

JOKES'! 
= ,vindo,v ?'' ~ · ---- - ( L. Taylor, 14, Tanzo Road, Hamps{cd, = .i\T.lV.3. A penknife.) -

• I • • 

~ I I l 11111111 l l I I I i 111 ~ J 11111111111 i r 11111111-f I I 11111111111-111 J 11111111 J 111 i l ~ 
Binks: u I-le called D18 a barefaced 

rcbber. '' 
Jinks: 1

' Well, perl1aps he didn't notice 
:yotlr moustache.'' 

r A. Greatorex, 92, jf a,;n. Road, Gla,cote, 
.J.l'' r. Ta·m-worth. A· penk1iif e.) 

Magistrate: '' Did :you steal this rug?,, 
Prisoner: '' No, your l1onour. A )adv gave 

it to me and told me to beat it, and f did.'1 

rl/.. .Taylor, 1, Li.~ter Oottage,, ,Sagger 
Lane, Elstree, H erts. A pocket 1oallet.) 

l\f r. Smith: '' Excuse me, but have you 
Ecc:::1 n1y _dqg _ this mo~ning, Mr. Brown?'' 

:\fr. Brown (grocer) : '' Seen • iin? I should 
tJ-1 ink I have. Con10 in 'ere, stole a 'am, bit 
~11e in tl1e leg, and tl1en upset a customer 
into some eggs." 

McDonald : · '' Are you fond of mo,~ing 
pict1.:.res, son?'' 

S011 (hopef lllly) : '' Y cs, father.'' 
McDonald: '' Then corne and help me 

move half a dozen from the attic.'" 
( A. Robinso1i, 31, Jllanor 'li'arm Roail, 

Ritter-ne Park, Southampton, Ha,.ita. A 
pocket wallet.) 

A lorry had to wait while some ,,~orl<mcn 
were laying an electric-light cable. 'l~hey 
,vere such a long time that the lorry-driver 
leaned out of his cab and said: ,. \'.\l'l1en 
:you've finished playing with that there blink­
ing yo-yo I'll make a move.'' 

('' ~T el.~o,i Lee Reader,'' 77, OricketfielJ, 
Road, Lower Clapton. E.5. A. penknife,) 
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Bal Brewster, of the River Bouse School, shc,ws St. Frank's how simple it is 
to '' put it across '' Bandforth, the new Remove Skipper, •• The jape of the Term ! 

.. 

Startling tl1e Remove. 

E DVl ... ~RD os,,rAT_JD 11 .. -\ND~.,ORTII 
paused in the Re1110:'C pa~sago, a~d 
his cjres wero glea1r11ng· ,v1th an 1r1• 

te11se expression c,f glee. He ,vas feel-
ing ei1ormo11sly pro11d of tl1e_ fact t.l1a t . the 
110,v Ilou.se1nastcr hacl tak:er1 }l1n1 so { ttlly 111to 

Ids confidei~e. 
Anll ,v l1a t an idea~ too! 
A feed of celebration! A feast- in l1ono11r 

of l\·1r. Fakenham's artival ! Ar1cl nll clor1e in 
sucl1 a \\'ay that. the fel ~o,Ys ,vo11ld llc IDJ'Stj .. 
fied. Bl1t l1e-llundfortl1-\\'0t1ld l1a vc tl10 
calm, comfort,ing nssttrance tl1n t l1e ,vas doing 
cvei-.ything ,vith Mr. }i'al~er1l1nm's sanct.ion. 

Tl1is ,vas tl1e trt1rrip-ca rel \\-l1icl1 l1e \\'Ottld 
holcl ttp his sleevf:. A feecl \Ya.; al \\!a vs a ... 

l1ap11,., in8piralion, bt1t tl1is e, .. cr1ing it see1r1f:'<l 
a sl1eer gift from tl10 gods-for Han(lfort tl 
hadn't l1acl nnv tea, and 110 ,vas raver1ou~. 
,,r11at {licl it malt.er abo11t Hal Bre,vstcr·s l!C~ 
sattsages 110w ~ Thero \vn,.q somethir1g i ~ ! · 
fir1itely bigget 011 tl1e programme. Ar1cl 1 t 
,vas t.i1c clt1ty· of tl1c Form cnptain to get 1~ i ·1 

n1en on tl1e job ,,·ithot1t delay. ~Ir. Fakf·rt­
l1a111 appearecl to J1a,,e plenty of confide!::·:~ 
t.l1at Handfort.l1 ,voulcl be capable of ,vortir:~;· 
tl1is oracle. 

Ed\\'arcl Os\vald qt1icl~ly 1nade ltp his n1r:·!.,. -
'' (!0111mor1-roo1n-at once!'~ 110 said curti:: ~ 

as l1e pt1t l1is l1ead into one of tl1e etucl~0.-~. 
'' Son1et.hi11g irnportant - Forn1 ca1)ta1:: .-, 
orders!'' 

1.,11~ st.tidy l1a1)pe11ed t.o lJe OCCtll)ietl bJr l)c 
,.,. alerie and So111erto11 • 
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''.Rats !'1 said Val. "\'\Te can't be bothered '' Absolutely not!" agreed A1·cl1ie Glen--
__ ,, thorne stoutly. "I mean to say, I'm ready to 

''Urgent!'' snaJJped llandforth. 1 'l'\·e got clash into tt1e good old fray if it's a question 
a great scheme I'' of a House raid, or something frightfully 

lfe ,,·ent out, and h11rried from st11dy to thrilling like that. But, good gad, ,vl1at 
stt1dy, giving the same instructions. ~~en he ,vould the pater say if Archie rolled home 
,yo11t along· to the Common-roon1. E ello\Ys with the. good old sack?'' 
,vere coming in all the time tor the majority '' The sack l'' said Handforth. 
of tl1em had detected a peculiarly excited ''We should all be sacked if ,ve raided the 
11ote in his voice, and had scented something kitchen openly, you pl'iceless fathead 1'' said 
out of tl1e usual. Church. · '' What's come over yo1=1, Handy? 

'" Everybody he111e ?~' said Handforth-, at Even ·.if we didn't get sacked, we should be 
length. '' \\-,.here's Pitt? \Vhere's Burton? swished p1·etty stiffly !u 
\\",~e~e'~ Onions,--'' Handforth waa still serene. He knew 

Y~u ass, th~r're West Houh· fellob's," something that the others didn't. He had 
said Eullwooc!. If you meant t 15 t<;> 8 :: Mr. Fakenham's fu)l permission to go ahead! 
Remove meetmg, you ought ,t,o have said .ao.. "You won't get sacked, and you won't get 

'' Oh, \Vest Hotlsc fello,va I frowned Hand- •s,vished " he said calmly. ,. If I don't get 
fortJ1. '' I'd fo;gotten. . \V~ll, - it. 

11
doesn:t volunte~1~s, I'll use other methods I Why, you 

-!flatter-they don t~ .cot1nt .in ~his affati._ · ~his -you ungratefttl 1·otters 1 Here am I, sug• 
1s pttrely an Ancient HQuse .cele_brat1on. I gesting. a ripping; feed, and you· won't back 
,ra11t ~ ~ozen ,·olunteer.$.~i .'· · · ,, •me··· up 1 · I'll take f.ull responsibility.'' 

~·' Is this __ one .of, ~"o~r __ -big._ stt~nts __ ?_ • ilEk_e~ .. That~s a fat lot of. consolation J'' grnnted 
,~~ a tson politely.. .-' l.s , thur. •.th~· beg1nn1~g of I\IcClute. , _ - . 
~~?ur g~·eat _ ca~~~a_ign r ~ · . .~ _.,,, F1,Il: responsihi!ity !'' repeated H~q~ortl1 . 
. '' T,velvo 011ght,. to be eno11gl1r" said Ha11d- '' I'm Form captain, and you can. all enter 

f~rth, ig11otjng tbs gU.cry. '°'~ T\velve ,for the -th~s .t~'ing fre_ely a~<:) openly. •·-!f · the1-e aro 
~1tcheus, and anotfi~r twelve tp prepare th~ i!1qmr1es, r~fer to me.•. lf t~re s any que;­
table. A feed, -my ~1ads-th_at"s -tl1e 01~d~r of t1on of punishment, .l'.11 take -it all. - I shan t 
tl1c · hour.,,_. __ -~ , . ,let anybody _ ~~ff,t~ ·As .skipper of the Re• 

'' A feed!,, · ~- ........ :'·.~·:·- · move, I'm g1vln·g. ·these orders.'' 
'' Goo·d. old Hand~y !'' . . '' Half a .... minutel'' :said. Fl1ll,vood ct1riot1sly • 
.. \Ve · a1waj1s· -kll0\V · yoa -·\~e . th~ right ···''If WO ~::--go~·-ah8fttf:'·,vrth '·thls raid, you'll 'take 

n1n11 ! " · . . . . . .... · .t-be full -b.111-m• 1 '1 . - • • t.. -< t 
Tl1e juniprs ,!·ax~d ,,·arm1y entl1.tisi~tic: . ... . '~-There isn't any qt1esti_o11 of_ ~larrie," : ;said 
'' Tµe most 1".1PPJDg _fcOO\~·~you, · C~}11d ,v~h.·_~Hand. forth. •61 l'vo · got-=petmis~ion· .. '! ; 

for!'' said· Handfo1·t~, µ9dd1~g. . I. ,va11t . ·''°\Vhat?', . ·· · _ 
~~vclve ;,oluntec_rs to . help" me raid . th' ,:- ''l"- rodii-,,. ,3"flu've g(Jt' mY p~rtilission -to' get 
Al~?hens. ,, . . .· ._)p\.l.sy,'.' . &!;l ~aru;Horth hastlly1 "No,v, l 

;'.ro do what ? nsked Chu1ch, sta.1 mg. deli't-· wap · any, "rot l ·J can't speak plainer, 
''~aid· .tl10 liitcl1~ns !'' · ~ can 1·? Back me up, and I'll gt1ar_a11tee tl1at 
'':Oh, rathe1· !'' said Full,\·ood .... Don't all );"Ott \Yon't come ·.to any harm.,, .. 

fall over yourselves, you. chaJJs ! I su1lposc ' 1 Honot1r bright?" asked_ .seYe.ral Juniors 
this is ,-.,·here we lat1gh ?" d11bioust,-.. 

"You're crazyt Handy!" said l\lcCl11rc, "Honour bright l'' _ .. 
fro,vning. ,,- Handfqrth spoke s.o vehemently that . the 

'' Of course, I kne,v yot1'd- say. that, ,Yent fello,vs waverfMI. · 
on Handfor~h, co.m~lace~tly. _ ,. But I'~ not '' OhJ but this. is' rot 1'' gro,vled Ft1Il,,·ood. 
crazy, and 1t s not a Joke7 and .. theres no ,, \Vhat guarantee can you gi,·e, Handy? • .\. 
need to laugh. Shall I sar it agam? I. ,vant fine set of asses ,ve shall look if we raid the 
t,vel,"e fello\vs to come with me to raid tlie kitchens and then get it in tl1e neck! Mr. 
kitchens and store-rooms.'' . Stokes ,von't pt1nish you alo11e--'' 

'' \Ve heard ; you the first time,'' said '' l\fr. Stokes ,,,011't l1ave anything to do 
Cl1urch. "Either yoti've gone off yotir ,vith it,'' interrupted llandforth coldly. ••1 
1·ocker, or you're trying to be funny. '''0~1ldn't kno,v what I'm . doing. Yott need1;1'~ h_a,"e 
you like another tv ... elve volunteers to raid the any qttalms. This is a Form cafita1n s Job, 
local bank? One's jt1st as likely as the otl1er I" and I'm giving my orde1·s. I don t ,vant o.ny 

'' Ha, l1a, l1a ! " more silly objections." 
'' I'm For1n captain, nnd I kno,v ,vhat I'm ''YeB, but.--'' 

talking about," said Iiandfortl1, glaring. ' 1 I II If ~:fr. Stokes or anybody else tries to 
don't ,vant tq l1ear any more of this cack- interfere, I'll satisfy 'em!'' said Ed,,·ard 
li11g ! I'm talking se1·io11sly, and I want you Oswald fil'mly. '' I ,von't let anybody suffer. 
· to . take me . seriously: Twelve of us are It's your d~•t,: to back me up-and as junior 
going to raid tl1e kitchens for grub, and slcipper I 1ns1st. '' 
u11otl1er t,velve are going to set the table Full,~ood and De Valerie and Church and 
for the feed in the dining-l1all. I've made l\lcCiure retired i11to a corner ,vith Rus.scll 
up my mind to hold a celebration.'' and ,,., atson and a fe,v others-all the prin .. 

'' Yes bttt you haven't made up our minds,'' cipaj fellows. 
said D~ Valerie. · · ·- -'' Of course, he's off his rocker,,, said Full-
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wood. '' But it migl1t be a good iclca to 
bucl~ him ttp." 

'' My dear chap, arc :you dottJ'·, too?" asked 
McClttre, aghast. 

'' No-but it'll teach the ch11n1Jj a joll,y 
good lesson," said Ft1ll,vood. "He means 
'\\'hat he sa:}rs abottt taking all I'esponsibilit:v, 
r,nd ,ve can 1·ely upon him to face the music:,, 

'' Bt1t, hang it, \\"8 can't let him go into 
tl1is like a Jamb to the slaughter!" objected 
Chure;h 11neasily. ''It's a bit too thick--'' 

'' No, it isn't,'' eaid ~lcClt1re grimly. 
'' You're right11 Ft1lly. No,v I coine to think 
of it, it'll be tne best ,vay to bring him out 
of that gidcly trance! If he comes a cropper 
on his very first da)· ns Form skipper, he'll 
be st1bdt1ed." 

"Just my argt1mcnt, '' noddccl Full,,·oocl. 
•• Besides, tl1is raid \\·on't cle,~elop. It'll only 
i)e a beginning. We'll ptlll l1i1n ttp before it 
goes . too far." 

Handforth strode o,,,cr an<l glarccl. 
'' Well, what's all tl1is jn\ving abot1t ?'' he 

asl,ed. '' Am I goi11g to bn defied, or--u 
'' All right, Hand~y-J"OU ,,·ant ,,.olttntcers, 

and you cnn l1ave 'e1n," snicl Church blandly. 
•· Tl10 scheme is to raicl t!1e liitcl1ens, eh? 
Have a feed in the dini11g-l1all? Good!'' 

'' Let's go!'' said Adams bri~klv·. 
Son1e of the other fellov.s ,~·ere ratl1cr 

~laggered. , . 
11 But-bt1t it's too 1·isky !'' gasper) Hub_bard. 
'' Rats I'' said De Valerie. •' Hand;r's tak­

i11g all responsibility, ~ "''c can leavo the 
explanations to him if t.l1C'1'c's any _tro1tble. 
Y au'U accept all tl1e blame, ,von' t yoi1, 
Handy, old man?" 

'' There ,von't be an)" blame!'' 1·etorted 
, H-andfo·rth. '' Come en-there'a Re ti-me to 
,,·nste. '' 

And, satisfied that their Fo-rm. <t&pt~in \\"as 
i11t'ent upon qualifying for t.he -sack, t.he Re• 
1novitcs marched out of t.he Common--room 
in a bodl~, -

With Full Permission I 
OST of the fello,vs r·egarded tt merely 

as a rag, for they had no actual 
intention of raiding the kitchens, as 
Handforth supposed. Anti. aa long 

as they didn't commit anv ,:-iolence, and as 
long as Handforth tooli the blame, no very 
~criotts consequenc{\s \VOU 1d rest1lt .. 

Ci1urch and McClure ,vcre rather ,,,.orried. 
It ,vas obvious to them that their leader had 
so1ne sort of bee in his bonnet, bt1t they 
co11ldn't t1ndcrstand ,,,,.hat it ,•.-♦as. Ho \\'as 
l1t1ngry, of course-since l1e l1ad had no tea­
Ltlt that fact didn't prol·ide a reason for this 
ext.raorclinary decisio11 to raicl tl1e domestic 
quarters. 

'' This captaincy bt1si11e8s l1as got into the 
poor old cl1ap's hencl,'' said Chttrch sadlv. 
.. He sc_ems to t_hinlc he's n gid<ly emperor, or 
somct.h1ng. He's only· got t.o gi,·e l1is 
orders, and ,,1e can do n11:;.. old thin rr he 
l i lee e ! " ~ 0 

'' Let' J ,va.it and .:;ce ,vl1at happens, a11y­
ho,v,,. said McClure. 

Hancl£orth, at the head of the cro,vd., \\'ns 
t11c first to open the baize-covered door ,vhich 
separated the domestic quarters from the rest 
of the Hottse., and he entered the kitchen as 
thottgl1 110 were a general taking command 
c•f a conqt1cred fortress.-

'' Three of )~Ott ransack these cupboards, 
and get everything you can lay hands -on!" 
he· said brisklv. ., Three more of 1you can 
l1a,~e a shot at these otl1er cupboards--'' 

'' Y ot1'll do nothing of the sort!" ·said Mrs. 
Pot1ltcr, st1ddenly a1Jpearing in the kitchen 
and looki11g at Handforth ,vith co~iderable 
,varr11th. "011t of my kitchen, young gentle-­
n1en ! \-,1hatever has come o,'er you? You 
l~no,v ,veil enot1gh that you're not allo,,,e<J __ ,, 

''-That's all right, ~Irs. Poulter," inter• 
rt1ptcd Handforth. '' This is a special occa­
sion. '' \\' e,vo come 11ere for grttb ! '' 

'' For \\·hat?" said t.he ·'amazed matro11. 
''Grub-food!'' explained Ed,,,,ard Os,,·ald. 

"And it's no good making a fuss, eit.l1er. 
Tako my advice, ?t1rs. Poulter, and stanct 
aside. I've gi,,.cn my orders, a11d tl1e)''\·c got 
to be carried out!,, 

'' Oh, incleod, have they?" said l\'Irs. Po11lter 
hot.llT• '' \Vell, l decla1·e, I ne,rer heard of 
st1cl1 a thing! Ho\v dnro yot1 ! Ottt of my 
kitche11 this iastant, Master Handforth ! i 
,,·on't have yt)t1 here! I'm st1rprised at ~rou ! 
Y 01t lcno\V that it,s against all the 1·t1les--1

' 

Handf ortl1 ·made a s\veeping gestt1re to h~ 
men. 

., On ,vith the raid!'' l1e saitl griml.}'. '' Get 
all the food yfftl can lay l1ands 011, and choose 
only the bost ! This f ced has got to be a 
special one!'' 

'' Master Handfortl1 ! " exclaimed l\frs. 
Poultei-. 

0 Sorry, Mrs. Pottlter, bt1t tl1is is my 
affair!" interrt1pted Handforth gruffly. 
'' You'll know all about it later on, bttt ·j11~t 
at the moment I can't be bothered ,,~ith nny 
interruptions!'' . 

·The good lady was fairly startled-and "with 
excellent reasMi. · She had never experienced 
anj'"thing like this before1 and her nmazement 
turned to genuine anger. 

'' Don't yol1 dare to touch any of my cttP· 
boards!" she said frantica·lly. •• Master Hand .. 
fortl1 ! I'll go straight to yo11r Form-master 
and tell him ,vhat l'Ott're doing! I ,•.,..on't 
ha,re this outrageous interference--" 

'' Oh, my hat!'' groaned Handfortl1. '' All 
this fuss! It's only a feed, Mrs. Potilter ! 
And t.hcre's nothing to \\rorry abot1t--" 

'' Yot1'll seo ,,,,l1cther tl1ere's nothing· to 
\\'Orr)' about, young man t'' panted tl10 matron 
breatl11ess1y. '' You'll see \\'l1ether I'm going 
to allo,v this to go 011 ! \Vell, I declare! I 
ne,rcr saw tl10 like!" 

Sho bustled out., fairly bristling ,vith anger . 
'' Better chuck it ttp, Hnndy, '' said l~hurcl1 

ltneasily. 
Bl1t Han<lfortl1, to t.l1c asto11isl1ment of tl1e 

otl1er fello,\·s, ,,;as just ne serenely cool as 
ever. He had Mr. Fakenham's full at1thority 
to go allead \\·ith tl1is raid~ and \\~asn't Mr. 
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~,., keul1a111 tl1c 11e,v Hot1se111aster? By 
(; ~ 0 roee ! These fatl1eads ,vottld l1a,"e a shock 
,\·J1cJ1° tJ1el,. lear11ed tl1at l1e ,,·as i11 the 1·ight 
a IJ tl1e ti1ne ! . 

''(lht1ck it 11p?" l1e repeated. ''My dear 
a~s, ,Ye l1a,·e11't stal'ted ~ .. et! Yott 11eedn't 
,vorr~r--:-1'111 011 safe grot111d, and I kno,v 
exactl~.,. ,Yl1at l'n1 tl}J to. No,v, then, these 
c111llJoa1'(ls. Sorr)T, :\lary Jane, bt1t yot1'll ha,,e 
· l . ft ' '' t<J S li . _ 

)lary· Jane., one of the 1naidser, .. nnts, hel(I 
}i,,1· grou1uJ. . 

·· l11clcell, ::\Ia:-:itPr Hu11clfortl1.. I sl1an't 
;;Jiift !., sl1c ~aid stout),... '''\rha.tever's cotr1e 
u, ... i- Yo11 ~ "\ ... ot\ ea11~t-- co111e do,vn here--'' 

:I~ut~ IIa11<1 fortl1 tn!·11e<l to another Cl1pboard 
aucl pl11lec1 tl1e lloor 011e11. His eyes gleamed. 
... 4'. 11ew l1all1 111et liis gazc-pri1ne, cooke<.I, 
a11ll rcacly for cntt~11g. 

·• c;ood egg·~=, l1e ~aid l1ea1·ti]y .. "He1·e J'Otl 
n re, ~Iac-f a k:e l1old of this ! \\7 e' ve made a 
j,lllj" gootl start, an;yho,l· !'' . 

He staggered a\Va)'." from t11e cupboard ,v1th 
tl1e l1a111, n1i<l Cl111rch ,vise}y bftckcd a,vay. 
~l~(-.h1re l1ad con11,Jetely · "Ta11ishe~. 

·' lle1'e :yot1 arc!~' said ·Handfo1·th, ba1·ging 
into l?ttll,vood. 
· Bt1t at tl1at ,·er,i- mome11t l\Ir. Cro,,·ell 

ai>1,cared, accon1tJa1iit,d · by the hot, ftt1stered 
)Ir~. 1~ot1ltcr. A11cl Ha11dfortl1, in a man11er 
of speaki11g, ,,-as caught ,, .. ith the goods on 
hi111. Ile still l1ad the l1a1n clt1tched in 11is 
. e1n l1race. · -

·" lla11clforth ! ~' tl1un~lere<l :\Ir. C1·o"·ell. 
.. \\'"l1at is tl1is I l1eur ?'1 

•· I clo11't, Rno,,·, !ir, '' said Ha11dforth. 
'·' Ho\\. ·can I know ,vhat l·ott hear, sii- ?'' 

. .-, . 
. ~, , .. ])o11't. at.te111pt to be ftlr111y, . )·Otl young 
1:~1~·.al ! " s11np11e<l ~Ir. Uro,vell. _ "I · am 
,, n~·azccl, I nr11 sl1ocl~ell, tl1nt l, ... Otl~ llie· captain 
of:.1 n1~· ~.,orn1, s~ottlcl )1ave the . sta1·t]ing 
-~~t_,~cii}"' to--to ra1<l tl10 food sup1ll1es_ of the 
11.,,~se !·' 

.~lf r,.urlfortl1 ,Yas at a g1·~at di~ad,·antage. 
1~ri·ut l1an1 ,,·as a l1ugc 911e, ,,,~ighi11g some­
tltiug like t,Yc11t)· }Jot111ds, aiid it ,vas 1·esting 
011 ,\ dish ,,·hicl1 111ight ha,~e come from a 
g·iant's hott~chol<l. · No self-respecting Form 
cap·t.ai11. could be qt1ito dignified with this 
c11ct1n1bro11ce in l1is g1·nsp. AI\d ihete ,,?'as 
1>0 table ha11dy ,,:lier~ lie could cf-eposit it. 

''It's all rig·l1t, sir!'' he panted. '' Dor1't 
l,la1r1€ tl1e.se otl1er chaps. I take f t111 rcspon• 
sil,ility, sir--• ''· 

.. : '' "fl1a t is neither J1ero 11or there, Iland-­
f o.rtl1, 1 ' broke i11 :\Ir. Cro,vell. . 1

' Good 
gr·acio11s, boy! Pttt tl1at 11am do,vn at once! 
)Irs. Pot1lter . tells 111e that :)·ou came here 
,vitl1 tl1e tlclilJe1·ate i11tentio11 of ra11sacking 
l1·er ct1pboards. '' 

'''-..,.es, tl1at's rigl1t, sir " · · 
u ''"l1at ! :, barked )Ir. Cro,vell. 
"J 11st n Ii t t]c celebra tior1, sii·, .,, explu inecl 

I-Ia11(lforth, ns l1c reeled uncler t}1e ,,~eight of· 
tl1e l1an1. '' Ca11't .~on1ebody i ako this fat­
l1eadecl tl1ing n,vay? Here, ,, ... atso11 ! A11d 
~-ot1, Tregellis-\Vcst ! Grab l1old of tl1is a11d 
l-usl1 it off to the"dining-hall !'' ' 

~Ir. C1·0,Ycll fairly goggled. 
i, TI1~ ho,· n1ttst be mad! ,t_ 11e said breatl1-

less]y. '' Before my ,-cry el·es, in n1y ,·e1·J-· 
hearing, he co11tin11es tl1is-this out1·ag~ I. 
Handforth !'' ho thu11dcretl. '' Ho,v dare 
you!" 

Ed,vard Os\\Tald 1iteral1y· clt1mped the ham 
into the arms of Tre(rellis-,Vest and Watson, 
a11cl they "·ere compeiled to take it i11 orde1 
to sa, .. e the disl1 from destl'LlCt.ion. 1Iandf01·th 
b1·eathed more free ls·, a11d he fnced li!·· 
C1·0,vell ,vitl1 IJerfect co11fidc11ce. He coulda t 
cxplair1, of course; I.Jut ho al"~a~·s l1ad tl1[1t 
tramp card llp J1is sle·(~ve-l1e was do_i11g all 
tl1is ,,·itl1 ~lr. Fake11l1ar11's fttll JJcrn1issi<J1~ 1 

.. , I expect it ~et1r11s a llit 1·nmm)·. sir·," l1t 

sn id cheer£ ull~l, '· l)ttt it's jt1st a little irtPa, 
~"Oll k110,v. A sol't of j t1nior celeb1·aticJ11. 
\\7 e' 1·e going to ha, ... e a big spread, and ,ve' t'i=' 

col]ecti11g the st1pplies--~' 
'' Sto11 !" gasped the For111-n1aster. '' Arc 

:r,11.1 telling n1e, Hnn<lfortJ1-arc J'Olt actuullJ 
infor1ning 1110-that ~~01t have come herl' tc 
n11nex all the 11eccssary food for tl1is out• 
rageott.s orgy ? " 

'' Yes, ~ir, '' 1·c1>lied Ha11clfortl1 coolly. 
'' Good hea,·c11s ! '' said llr. C1·owell, 11tte1.l_y 

aghast. "This-tl1is audacity is ttttcrJy be-
~~011d my . '' 

'' Is a11;~thing tl1e 111utter, l\Ir. Cro,vell ? ·, 
said a ne,, .. ,·oice. · 

Mr. Beverley Stokes 11ad appea1·cd-alsc 
fetched hither by llrs. Pot1lter's ordci·s. '1,11c 
good lady had take11_ very prompt n1castlres, 
it seemed . 

'' I am glad ~ .. Ott have come, ~-Ir. Stokes,'' 
said the Form-n1aster tJ1ickly. '' I am ·very 
glad :vo11 have co1ne ! This-this poor boy 
l1as takc11 leave of his senses I I not only 
llisco,·ercd him leadi11g a raid ttpori the 
kitchens, but he is act11ally i11tent t1pon co11-
tin11i11g it t111der in:r ,~el')T e)'CS ! He ,vill 
llrobably brazen it ot1t i11 f ro11t of yo11 ! '' 

~Ir.. Stokes regarrl<1tl Ha11dforth c1,riot1sl.r. 
"\\-""ell, ~·ot1ng 111a11 ? '' he asked. 
'' \\ ... cl], 8ir, -,vhat's the matt.er? n nsk!'tl 

lla11<lf<Jl'tl1 Bei·enel,·. .. All I ,,,.a11t is to take 
all the grub that ·t can lay ha11ds on, so th&tt 
,ve can J1av·e a fee£1. 0£ cottrse, I don't ex1)ect 
yo1.1 to u11da·stancl, bt1t all these chaps-­
'' Hallo!" he added, ,,·itl1 a start. ''Thej"''fe 
go11e ! They',1"e all b_unked !'' 

'~I nm not at all surprised,'' said 13ar1·y 
Stokes. ''It appears that the other boys 
have more sense than you ha,·e, Handforth­
ar1d I hold you to blame for this 0l1t1~ageo11s 
lliece of conduct.'' · 

.. That's all right, sir! As Form captai1l 
I accept f t1ll responsibi]ity, '' said Ha11d­
fortrh. ,, I'1n going to car1·y Oll witl1 tll~ 
raid ,,.·11ethcr yott like it or not. I ·dot1't 
1nenn to be cheeky, sir, but '"he11 I start 
a thi11g, I finish it.,. 

'' Yol1 sec?'' said l\Ir. Cro,vell, in so111e-­
tl1ing lilie n bark. 

''Yes; 011d tl1ere is obviot1sly something 
behi11cl tl1is, '' said ~It\ Stokes qtiietly. .. The 
boy ,vot1ld r1e,rer act in tl1ia fashion ttnleM 
l1e l1ad been misled. I seem to 1·emember 
that Hand£01·th is pecl1liarly prone to be• 
lieve all that is £aid to hin1. I fancy he has 

· l.leen duped I'' 
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''DttJ1(-<l. ~ir !'' !--Hill Ila1Jdfortl1, ~ri:11{111g. 
'' N(, f(:~Lr, - fir! ~Ir. t"'a]~_cnliar11 t<~l!l r.~8--
1·-I n1c,ar1--- Ola. C'c,rk~ ! rl1J1c fact- i~--'!' 

'' ~lr. ,• J/ak(1 !1l1a111? ·~ rt'r,ealPcl )Ir. ~iokt·~ 
gently·. '"(4

01110, lI:-i11,!ft)l·tJ1: let u~ 11:.-:1:· il10 
1·<.~st. \\"110 i.~ tl1js l\11·. l•alie11l1a1l1 ~_., 

0Lttsido l tl1c clooi· a 11n1r1Ler (>f Rcrnov;7(.•:o; 
' .. ., - . .. ~ ' 

,rcr~ ~i~tC'.!1i11g- i11'te11t.J~·; n11<l- thc-J~ gh-~11c•(1:i at 
orrc n11oil1ei' ,ri1l1 fla\rni·ng- er1li;..rl1tt: .. r11:1PTLt. 

'' 1~111 · sorr_y, ~ir, ~~ ~aicl ·I]ar1cltort..l1. - '"11r1t 
I ca1i't···sar a11"v ·11u>r.-•. · . ..L\-r1\·l1{>\\" l'.::n :-;"(Ji11Jt 
Oll ,,·irl1 •. t}1is 1:aid. , 1~re ~--:;t full T>CI:ni~~iolJ 

~ 'J, 11 at is--'' · .. , ,. · · · -· · 
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